FY 1996 - FEDERAL REGISTER SUMMARY

1 Oct 95 - 30 Sep 96
NOTE: FY-95 summaries (10/01/94 - 9/30/95) are filed under V:\public\fed-regs\fy-95

       FY-94 summaries (10/01/93 - 9/30/94) are filed under V:\public\fed-regs\fy-94
October 1995
10/02/95  p 51383  (40 CFR Part 82)  Protection of Stratospheric Ozone
Action:  Notice of proposed rulemaking

Summary:  EPA has proposed restrictions or prohibitions on substitutes for ozone depleting substances under the SNAP program.

10/02/95  p 51390  (40 CFR Part 300)  National Priorities List for Uncontrolled Hazardous Waste Sites, Proposed Rule No. 19
Action:  Proposed rule

Summary:  EPA has proposed 12 new sites for the NPL.

10/03/95  p 51765  (40 CFR Parts 302 and 355)  Administrative Reporting Exemptions for Certain Radionuclide Releases
Action:  Proposed rule; extension of comment period

Summary:  EPA has extended the comment period on its 8/04/95 proposed rule governing administrative reporting exemptions for certain radionuclide releases.

10/04/95  p 51925  (40 CFR 271)  Wyoming; Final Authorization of State Hazardous Waste Management Program
Action:  Notice of final determination on Wyoming's application for final authorization

Summary:  EPA has granted final authorization to Wyoming to operate is Hazardous Waste Management Program.

10/06/95 p 52337 (40 CFR Part 258) Delay of General Compliance Date for Small Municipal Solid Waste Landfills Located in Either Dry or Remote Areas

Action: Final rule
Summary: On 8/10/95 EPA published a proposed rule to provide to approved States and Tribes the flexibility to determine alternative ground-water monitoring requirements, on a site-specific basis, for small municipal solid waste landfills that are located in either dry or remote areas.  The proposed rule also solicited comments on a two-year delay, until 10/09/97, of the general compliance date of the MSWLF criteria for qualifying small MSWLFs to allow EPA time to finalize the proposed alternatives.  Today’s rule finalizes only the delay of the compliance date.
10/10/95 p 52629 (40 CFR 271) Oregon: Final Authorization of State Hazardous Waste Management Program Revisions
Action: Immediate final rule and public comment period

Summary: EPA plans to approve Oregon’s hazardous waste program revisions.  Authorization of the revised program shall become effective on 12/07/95, unless significant comments are received from the public.

10/11/95 p 52856 (29 CFR 1910) Occupational Exposure to Lead
Action: Amendments to final rule

Summary: This document makes technical changes and corrections to the standard, amending portions of the standard that are unclear, obsolete or inconsistent with current compliance requirements.

10/12/95 p 53223 Nuclear Regulatory Commission Implementation Guidance for the Rulemaking on Radiological Criteria for Decommissioning; Availability of World-Wide Web Site
Action: Notice of Availability of a world-wide web site to support interactive discussions related to development of implementation guidance for the decommissioning rulemaking.

Summary: The NRC has established an interactive web page on the Internet that will increase public access to the guidance as it is being developed by NRC staff.

10/13/95 p 53321 (49 CFR Parts 107, 110, and 171 through 179) Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) Elimination of Unnecessary and Duplicative Hazardous Materials Regulations

Action: Notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM)

Summary: RSPA is proposing to remove unnecessary, obsolete, and duplicative regulations contained in the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR).  Also, RSPA is proposing to reformat the HMT and List of Hazardous Substances and Reportable Quantities that could eliminate approximately 100 pages of the CFR.

10/16/95 p 53529 (49 CFR Part 136) Whole Effluent Toxicity: Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for the Analysis of Pollutants
Action: Final rule (effective date is 15 Nov 95)

Summary: Amends the “Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for the Analysis of Pollutants,” 40 CFR part 136, to add whole effluent toxicity (WET) testing methods to the list of Agency approved methods in Tables IA and II, under the Clean Water Act.  This action amends 40 CFR 136.3 (Tables 1A and II) by adding methods for measuring the acute and short-term chronic toxicity of effluents and receiving waters.

10/17/95 p 53704 (40 CFR 271) Louisiana: Final Authorization of State Hazardous Waste Management Program Revisions
Action: Immediate final rule

Summary: EPA intends to approve Louisiana’s hazardous waste program revisions, unless adverse written comments are received during the review and comment period provided for public comments.  

10/17/95 p 53708 (40 CFR 271) New Mexico: Final Authorization of State Hazardous Waste Management Program Revisions
Action: Immediate final rule

Summary:  EPA intends to approve New Mexico’s  hazardous waste program revisions, unless adverse written comments are received during the review and comment period provided for public comments.  
10/18/95 p 54008 (49 CFR 171 and 173) Dept of Transportation; Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA); Periodic Inspection and Testing of Cylinders
Action: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Summary: RSPA proposes to amend the requirements contained in the Hazardous Materials Regulations pertaining to the maintenance and requalification of DOT specification and exemption cylinders used for transportation of compressed gases in commerce.  Proposed changes would clarify current inspection and retest requirements, incorporate certain regulatory interpretations and add new provisions.  The intent of the changes is to enhance public safety by providing greater guidance to persons who perform periodic inspection and testing of cylinders.

10/24/95 p 54462 (29 CFR Parts 1910, 1915 & 1926) OSHA Occupational Exposure to Methylene Chloride
Action: Proposed rule; limited reopening of the rulemaking record

Summary: OSHA is reopening the record for the proposed revision of the methylene chloride (MC) standard (56 FR 57036, Nov 7, 1991) for comments on recently conducted research regarding MC metabolism. 

10/25/95 p 54645 (40 CFR 268) Land Disposal Restrictions-Phase IV: Issues Associated with Clean Water Act Treatment Equivalency, and Treatment Standards for Wood Preserving Wastes and Toxicity Characteristic Metal Wastes
Action: Proposed rule; correction

Summary: EPA has corrected its 08/22/95 proposed rule on land disposal restrictions pertaining to Phase IV; issues associated with CWA treatment equivalency, and treatment standards for wood preserving wastes and toxicity characteristic metal wastes.

10/25/95 p 54764 (40 CFR 403 and 503) Standards for the Use or Disposal of Sewage Sludge
Action: Final rule

Summary: EPA has promulgated standards for the use or disposal of sewage sludge.

EPA is amending the part 503 sewage sludge regulations; the Agency is deleting the current land application pollutant limits for chromium and changing the land application pollutant concentration limit for selenium; amending the list of pollutants for which a removal credit may be available; removes chromium in sewage sludge that is land-applied from the list of regulated pollutants for which a removal credit may be available and adds it to the list of unregulated pollutants that are eligible for a removal credit.

10/25/95 p 54771 (40 CFR 403 & 503) Standards for the Use or Disposal of Sewage Sludge
Action: Proposed rule

Summary: EPA has proposed standards for the use or disposal of sewage sludge.  Amendments to 503 would modify various land application, surface disposal, pathogen and vector attraction reduction, and incineration provisions; delete the requirement for EPA or the State to issue sludge permits and would allow the regulated community flexibility to determine how to meet the sewage sludge incinerator requirements using existing Agency guidance.  EPA is also proposing to amend part 403 to add a concentration limit for chromium in the list of unregulated pollutants eligible for a removal credit.

10/27/95 p 54949 (40 CFR 372) 2,2-Dibromo-3-nitrilopropionamide; Toxic Chemical Release Reporting; Community Right-to-Know; Stay of Reporting Requirements
Action: Administrative stay; request for comment on petition to delist

Summary: EPA has granted a request for an administrative stay of the reporting of 2,2-dibromo-3-nitrilopropionamide and seeks comments on delisting the chemical from the toxic chemical list.

10/30/95 p 55202 (40 CFR 279) Hazardous Waste Management System; Recycled Used Oil Management Standards
Action: Administrative stay

Summary: EPA is announcing an administrative stay of the regulatory provisions set forth in 40 CFR 279.10(b)(2) applicable to mixtures of used oil destined for recycling and either characteristic hazardous waste or waste listed as hazardous because it exhibits a hazardous waste characteristic.

November 1995
11/1/95 p 55466 (40 CFR 300.425(e))   Notice of Policy Change: Partial Deletion of Sites Listed on NPL
Action: Notice of Policy Change

Summary: Private and Federal entities can now petition EPA for partial deletion of sites from the NPL.  In the past EPA only deleted the site from the NPL when the entire site had been remediated.  This is a policy change that would permit EPA to delete operable units, discrete parcels of property from the NPL without having the entire facility cleaned up.  On obvious use of this policy is BRAC.

11/8/95 p 56468 Military Munitions Rule: Hazardous Waste Identification and Management; Explosives Emergencies; Redefinition of On-Site
Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA is proposing a rule that identifies when conventional and chemical military munitions become a RCRA hazardous waste.  The proposed rule also revises the definition of “on-Site” for all hazardous waste generators to allow transportation without a manifest between contiguous properties controlled by the same person regardless how assess is gained from one parcel to another when such contiguous property is cut by a public or private right-of-way.  All other aspects of the definition would stay the same.

11/13/95 Hazardous Waste Treatment, Storage and Disposal Facilities and Hazardous Waste Generators; Organic Air Emission Standards for Tanks, Surface Impoundments and Containers
Action: Notice of postponed effective date

Summary: This rule postpones the effective date of the rule until June 6, 1996.

11/13/95 Implementation of UN Recommendations, International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code, and International Civil Aviation Organization’s technical Instructions
Action: Response to Petition for Consideration

Summary: This rule denies a petition concerning the adoption of certain testing provisions for plastic aerosol containers.

11/15/95 Hydrochloride Acid; Toxic Chemical release Reporting; Community Right-To-Know

Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA proposed to delete non-aerosol forms of hydrochloric acid from the list of toxic chemicals subject to 313 requirements.  

11/20/95  Hazardous Waste Management System; Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste: Petroleum Refining Process Wastes; Land Disposal Restrictions for Waste and CERCLA Hazardous Substance Designation and Reportable Quantities
Action:  NPRM

Summary:  EPA is proposing to amend the regulations by K-listing, as hazardous wastes, three residuals from the petroleum refining processes because certain disposal practices may present a risk to human health or the environment.  Also, EPA is proposing to apply the Universal Treatment standards under the LDR program to these wastes.  

11/27/95  Standards of Performance for New Stationary Sources:  VOC Emissions from Synthetic Organic Chemical Manufacturing Industry Distillation Operations and Reactor Processes: Amendment
Action:  Correcting Amendment

Summary:  This amendment changes standards of performance for new, modified and reconstructed distillation operations.   Amendments are made to the spelling of chemical names, CAS numbers and cross-reference drafting errors.

11/28/95  Hazardous Air Pollutant List;  Proposed Modification
Action: Proposed Rule, notice of public meeting

Summary:  Extending the comment period for delisting of the compound caprolactam (CAS No. 105-60-2).

11/28/95  Oregon Affirmation of Immediate Final Rule to Authorize State Hazardous Waste Program Revision
Action:  Affirmation of immediate final rule

Summary:  EPA responds to a significantly adverse comment and issues state final authorization despite comment.  

11/30/95  Delisting of Source Category and Revision of Initial List of Categories of Sources for Standards under Section 112(c) of the CAA
Action:  Removal of asbestos processing source category from the initial list of sources and schedule for standards for major and area sources of hazardous air pollutants.

Summary:  Removes the asbestos processing source category from the initial list of categories of HAPs and provides a schedule for promulgation of emission standards.

December 1995
12/6/95 p 62446 Superfund Program; Final Model CERCLA Past costs Consent Decree and Administrative Agreement
Action:  Notice

Summary:  This publishes in their entirety, fill-in-the-blank type of model language for CERCLA section 107 consent decrees for recovery of past response costs and model language for CERCLA Section 122(h)(1) agreements for recovery of past response costs.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to those involved in PRP negotiations.

12/6/95 p 62327 New York Department of Environmental Conservation; Requirements on the Transfer and Storage of Hazardous Waste Incidental to Transportation
Action:  Administrative determination of preemption by RSPA's Associate Administrator for Hazardous Materials Safety

Summary:  This discusses the preemption of New York regulations which are not substantively the same as provision in the Federal hazardous materials regulations.  6 NYCCR 373(a)(7) which restricts HW transporters' activities at transfer facilities by prohibiting the repackaging of HW, requiring an indication on the manifest of a transfer of HW between vehicles, and requiring secondary containment for any storage or transfer of HW is preempted.  

Applicability:  This will be of interest to those transporting hazardous wastes in the New York area.

12/6/95 p 62546 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit Application Requirements for Publicly Owned Treatment Works and Other Treatment Works Treating Domestic Sewage
Action:  Proposed rule

Summary:  EPA is proposing to amend permit application requirements and application forms for publicly owned treatment works and other treatment works treating domestic sewage. 

Applicability:  This may be of interest to those involved in domestic sewage treatment.

12/11/95 p 63417 RCRA Expanded Public Participation
Action:  Final rule

Summary:  This provides new regulations to provide earlier public involvement in the TSDF permitting process.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to those seeking a new Part B RCRA permit or renewing an existing permit.  

12/11/95 p 63417 RCRA Expanded Public Participation
Action:  Final rule.

Summary:  Requires early public involvement and expanded access to RCRA permitting process.

Applicability:  Those applying for Part B RCRA permits will want to review this rule.

12/11/95 p 63517 CERCLA  Enforcement against Lenders and Government Entities that Acquire Property Involuntarily
Action:  Announcement and Publication of Policy

Summary:  This announces EPA’s policy regarding enforcement of CERCLA against lenders and against government entities that acquire property involuntarily.

Applicability:  This may be of interest to those involved in real estate transfers.

12/19/95 p 65243 Asbestos NESHAP clarification Regarding Analysis of Multi-Layered Systems
Action:  Notice of clarification to the final rule.

Summary: This discusses how multi-layered systems are to be analyzed for determining whether or not they constitute asbestos containing material.  In general, if combined layers of the multi-layered system contain greater than 1% asbestos or if an individual layer contains greater than 1% asbestos, NESHAPS apply.  

Applicability:  This will be of interest to those involved in asbestos demolition projects.

12/19/95 p 65492 Transportation of Hazardous Materials By Rail; Miscellaneous Amendments
Action:  Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Summary:  RSPA is responding to petitions for rulemaking by proposing to amend hazardous materials regulations with respect to rail transportation.

Applicability: Those involved in transporting hazardous materials by rail will want to keep their eyes open for the final rule.

12/21/95 p 66344 Hazardous Waste Management System: Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste:  Hazardous Waste Identification Rule (HWIR)

Action:  Proposed rule, tentative response to Chemical Manufacturers Association petition and the Hazardous Waste Identification Dialogue Committee recommendations, and request for comments.

Summary:  Currently because of the mixture, derived-from, and contained in rules, many low risk wastes are fully regulated under RCRA.  EPA proposes to establish risk-based levels at which these wastes will cease being regulated as hazardous waste.  EPA is also proposing to amend land disposal restriction treatment standards to reflect risk-based levels.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to all those involved in hazardous waste management.

12/22/95 p 66706 Incentives for Self-Policing: Discovery, Disclosure, Correction and Prevention of Violations
Action:  Final Policy Statement

Summary:  This restates EPA’s long-standing practice of not using voluntary self-audit reports to trigger enforcement investigations and announces EPA’s policy of reducing or eliminating civil penalties for self discovery, disclosure and correction of environmental violations.  This 

also announces it is EPA policy not to pursue criminal prosecution for environmental violations when self policing requirements are met.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to those conducting compliance audits.

January 1996
01/05/96 p 440 Natural Resource Damage Assessments
Action: Final rule.

Summary: This rule provides a framework for conducting natural resource damage assessments that achieve restoration under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990.  Assessments are not intended to replace response actions which have as their primary purpose the protection of human health, but to supplement them, by providing a process for restoring natural resources and services injured as a result of an incident involving oil.

01/09/96 p 688 Research and Special Programs Administration Extension of Authority for Open-Head Fiber Drum Packaging for Liquid Hazardous Materials.
Action: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Summary: RSPA is proposing to extend for one year, until September 30, 1997, the authority to ship certain liquid hazardous materials in open-head fiber drums that do not meet performance-oriented packaging standards for hazardous materials in Packing Group III.

Applicability: This will be of interest to those shipping hazardous materials.

01/19/96 p 1284 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Listing of Global Warming Potential Ozone-Depleting Substances.
Action: Notice of final listing.

Summary: EPA provided a partial list of global warming potentials (GWP) for ozone-depleting substances that are identified as Class I or II under the CAA.  EPA is unable to provide a complete GWP for all the chemicals listed in Appendices A & B to Subpart A because there is insufficient scientific data available.

Applicability: This notice would be of interest to individuals working with Ozone-Depleting Substances.

01/19/96 p 1442 Acid Rain Program; Nitrogen Oxides Emission Reduction Program.
Action: Proposed rule and notice of public hearing

Summary: The proposed rule would implement the second phase of the Nitrogen Oxides Reduction Provisions in Title IV of the CAA by establishing emission limitations for certain coal-fired utility units and others specified in the Act.

Applicability: This proposed rule should be on interest to installations using coal-fired boilers.

01/22/96 p 1608 Disposition of Cesium-137 Contaminated Emission Control Dust and Other Incident-Related Material; Proposed Staff Technical Position 
Action: Notice

Summary: The NRC is proposing guidance in the form of a Technical Position, that may be used in case-by-case requests by appropriate licensees to dispose of a specific mixed waste.  The specific mixed waste is emission control dust from electric arc furnaces and foundries that been contaminated with cesium-137.

Applicability: This proposed guidance will be of interest to individuals dealing with cesium-137 emission control dust.

01/23/96 p 1730 Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for the Analysis of Oil and Grease and Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons

Action: Proposed rule.

Summary: This proposed rule would amend the Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for Analysis of Pollutants under section 304(h) of the CWA.  This rule would replace the existing gravimetric test procedures for the conventional pollutant “oil and grease” with EPA Method 1664 as an effort to reduce the use of CFC’s.  Method 1664 would be used for total petroleum hydrocarbons as well.

Applicability: This proposed rule should be of interest to your chemists.

01/24/96 p 1985 Research and Special Programs Administration, DOT.

Action: Notice of Grants and Denials of Applications for Exemptions.

Summary: The DOT is giving notice of exemptions granted in July thru September from the Hazardous Materials Regulations.

Applicability: This notice would be of interest to the individuals shipping hazardous materials.

01/25/96 p 2338 Land Disposal Restrictions- Supplemental Proposal to Phase IV: Clarification of Bevill Exclusion for Mining Wastes, Changes to the Definition of Solid Waste for Mineral Processing Wastes, Treatment Standards for Characteristic Mineral Processing Wastes, and Associated Issues.

Action: Supplemental proposed rule.

Summary: EPA intends to encourage safe recycling of mineral processing secondary materials by lifting regulatory obstacles and ensure that discarded materials are properly treated and disposed of.  EPA proposes to reduce the paperwork associated with LDR rules.  Finally EPA proposes to exclude from RCRA jurisdiction two types of materials: processed scrap metal that is recycled, and shredded circuit boards destined for metal recovery that are managed in containers prior to recovery.

Applicability: This information is important to individuals working with RCRA.

01/25/96 p 2242 Mixed Waste Focus Area, DOE

Action: Expression of Interest. 
Summary: DOE is seeking expressions of interests and capability from potential sources.  DOE Mixed Waste Focus Area has identified thirty deficiencies related to treatment of mixed hazardous waste and radioactive waste within the DOE complex of facilities.

Applicability: This notice is important to vendors treating mixed waste.

01/29/96 p 2722 Toxic Chemical Release Reporting; Community Right-To-Know; Additional Time to Report

Action: Time extensions for submission of reports

Summary: EPA is announcing that it will allow facilities required to submit a Toxic Release Inventory(TRI) report for calendar year 1995 an additional month to file the report.  USACE has only one known facility required to file the Form R report under section 313 of EPCRA.

Applicability: This time extension will be of interest to military installations and the USACE Washington Aqueduct that are subject to Form R reporting.

01/29/96 p 2821 Clean Air Act; Acid Rain Provisions

Action: Notice of the 1996 EPA SO2 Allowance Auctions

Summary: EPA has delegated the administration of the EPA allowance actions to the Chicago Board of Trade.  SO2 allowances may be transferred among polluting sources and others.  EPA will conduct auctions of the small portions of allowances withheld from the total allowances allocated to utilities each year.

Applicability: This notice will be of interest to facilities with SO2 emissions.

01/31/96 p 3395 Agency Information Collection Activities Up for Renewal; Hazardous Waste Industry Studies Information Collection Request
Action: Notice

Summary: EPA is planning to collect information from entities  that generate, transport, store or dispose of wastes from 7 specific industries.  DoD would potentially be requested for information on primarily on Solvents or Chlorinated Aliphatic.

Applicability: This request of information might occur at military installations.

01/31/96 p 3399 The Joint EPA/CMA Training Module and Self-Auditing checklist on Section 608 Leak Repair Amendment.
Action: Notice of availability for training module on Industrial Process Refrigeration Leak Repair Regulations under the CAA.

Summary: EPA and the Chemical Manufacturers Association have developed a training module for the “Compliance Guidance for Industrial Process refrigeration Leak Repair Regulations Under Section 608 of the Clean Air Act” EPA 300-B-95-010.

Applicability: This training module would be of interest for workers that deal with refrigeration repair.

February 1996

2/07/96 p 4588-4600, Air Quality; Revision to Definition of Volatile Organic Compounds -- Exclusion of Perchloroethylene (40 CFR Part 51)

Action: Final Rule (Effective 3/08/96)

Summary:   EPA has revised the definition of VOC for purposes of preparing SIPs to attain national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) for ozone under title I of the Clean Air Act.  (Perc will continue to be regulated as a hazardous air pollutant under section 112 of the CAA.)

Applicability:  

2/08/96 p 4736-4742, Protection of Stratospheric Ozone (40 CFR Part 82)  

Action: Notice of Acceptability and Clarification of June 13, 1995 final rule (Effective 2/08/96)

Summary:  EPA has expanded the list of acceptable substitutes for ozone-depleting substances under the EPA’s Significant New Alternatives Policy (SNAP) program

Applicability: This notice would be of interest to individuals working with Ozone-Depleting Substances.

2/08/96 p 4742-4747, Michigan: Final Authorization of Revisions to State Hazardous Waste Management Program (40 CFR Part 271)
Action: Immediate Final Rule (Effective 4/08/96)

Summary: EPA intends to approve Michigan’s hazardous waste program revisions.

2/08/96 p 4747-4748, National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan; National Priorities List Update (40 CFR Part 300)
Action: Notice of Deletion (Effective 2/08/96)

Summary: EPA has deleted the Clothier Disposal Site in New York from the NPL.

2/08/96 p 4758-4759, Land Disposal Restrictions (Corrected) (40 CFR Part 268)
Action: Correction

Summary: On page 57797 in 40 CFR 268.40 the Table of Treatment Standards, the proposed wastewater concentration for the constituent dibenza(a,h)anthracene in waste code K170 is corrected to read 0.055 mg/L.

Applicability:  This information is important to individuals responsible for complying with treatment standards for land disposal restrictions. 

2/09/96 p 4903-4916, Hazardous Waste Treatment, Storage, and Disposal Facilities and Hazardous Waste Generators; Organic Air Emission Standards for Tanks, Surface Impoundments, and Containers (40 CFR Parts 262, 264, 265, and 270)
Action: Final Rule; Technical Amendment (Effective 6/06/96)

Summary: EPA has made clarifying amendments to its 12/06/94 rule governing organic air emission standards for tanks, surface impoundments and containers.

Applicability: The air standards apply to owners and operators of hazardous waste TSDF’s subject to RCRA Subtitle C permitting requirements, and to certain hazardous waste generators accumulating waste in on-site tanks and containers.

2/13/96 p 5507-5510, Occupational Safety and Health Administration; Office of Management and Budget Control Numbers Under the Paperwork Reduction Act (29 CFR Parts 1910, 1915, 1917, 1918, 19191, 1926, and 1928)
Action: Final Rule (Effective 2/13/96)

Summary: OSHA has added new sections to its rules to consolidate and display all of the control numbers assigned by the OMB for approved information collection requirements.

Applicability: Individuals required to submit reports to OSHA.

2/14/96 p 5718-5719, Alabama; Final Authorization of a Revision to State Hazardous Waste Management Program (40 CFR 271)
Action: Immediate Final Rule (Effective 4/15/96)

Summary: EPA intends to approve the Alabama hazardous waste program revisions.

2/16/96 p 6115-6116, National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan National Priorities List (40 CFR 300)
Action: Notice of Deletion of Flowood Site from National Priorities List (NPL).  (Effective 2/16/95)

Summary: EPA has announced the deletion of the Flowood Site for the NPL.

2/20/96 p 6478 Revision of Miscellaneous Hazardous Materials Regulations; Regulatory Review.
Action:  Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Summary:  RSPA proposed to revise the Hazardous Materials Regulations.  This proposes to reduce the recurrent training requirement for hazmat employees in CFR 172.704  from every 2 years to every 3 years.  

Applicability: Those involved in signing manifests or preparing shipments of hazardous material for transportation will want to keep their eyes open regarding possible changes in training requirements.

2/22/96 p 6762-6766, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Employee Protection Policies; Minor Amendments (10 CFR Parts 19, 30, 40, 50, 60, 61, 70, and 72)
Action: Direct Final Rule (Effective 4/22/96)

Summary: The NRC has issued and proposed amending its regulations related to notices to workers and to employee protection policies.

Applicability: Individuals working in the nuclear regulatory arena will be interested in this. 

2/26/96 p 7178-7184, Department of Transportation, Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA); Hazardous Materials Pilot Ticketing Program; Final Rule (49 CFR Part 107)

Action: Final Rule (Effective 5/15/96)

Summary: RSPA is implementing a two year pilot program for ticketing of certain transportation violations.  The Associate Administrator for Hazardous Materials Safety would be authorized to issue tickets for certain HMR violations that are currently handled through the civil penalty process.  Tickets can be issued for violations that do not have substantial impacts on safety (i.e., operating under an expired exemption, failing to register, failing to maintain training records, and failing to file incident reports.)

Applicability: This will be of interest to those shipping hazardous materials.

2/27/96 p 7232-7233, CEMS Demonstration Announcement (40 CFR Parts 63, 264, 265, and 266)
Action: Notice of Request for Proposals (Must be submitted by 5/07/96)

Summary: EPA is seeking proposals for Continuous Emissions Monitoring Systems (CEMS) demonstration at hazardous waste combustors.

2/27/96 p 7404-7406, EPA, Modification of Secondary Treatment Requirements for Discharges Into Marine Waters (40 CFR 125)

Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA has proposed the secondary treatment requirements for discharges into marine waters.  Today’s proposal would amend 40 CFR 125.60(c)(1) to provide increased flexibility by allowing any 301(h) POTW to apply for a longer than monthly biological oxygen demanding material (BOD) averaging period.  The remaining provisions of the 301(h) regulations remain unchanged.

Applicability:   POTW’s discharging to marine waters.

2/28/96 p 7419-7421, Oil Discharge Program; Editorial Revision of Rules (40 CFR Part 110)

Action: Final Rule (Effective 2/28/96)

Summary: EPA has made editorial changes to its oil discharge program rules.  (Specifically 40 CFR part 110 because it repeats language already set out in section 311 of the Clean Water Act.)

Applicability:

2/28/96 p 7421-7425, Preliminary Assessment Information and Health and Safety Data Reporting; Addition of Chemicals (40 CFR Parts 712 and 716)
Action: Final Rule (Effective 3/29/96)

Summary: EPA has added 28 substances to two model information gathering rules: The TSCA paragraph 8(a) Preliminary Assessment Information Rule (PAIR) and the TSCA paragraph 8(d) Health and Safety Data Reporting Rule.

Applicability: This applies to manufacturers and importers of the substances identified.

2/29/96 p 7724-7727, 7762-7763, 7858-7887, Protection of Stratospheric Ozone; Proposal to Temporarily Extend the Existing Requirements (40 CFR Part 82)
Action: Direct Final Rule/Proposed Rules (Effective 4/15/96 unless significant adverse comments are received by 4/01/96)

Summary: EPA (acting on requests from the air-conditioning and refrigeration industry) has temporarily extended and has proposed amending the existing requirements for refrigerant purity rules.

Applicability: This would be of interest for those workers that deal with refrigerants.

2/29/96 p 7736-7737, Washington; Final Authorization of State Hazardous Waste Management Program Revisions (40 CFR Part 271)
Action: Immediate Final Rule (Effective 4/29/96)

Summary: EPA intends to approve revisions to Washington’s hazardous waste management program.

2/29/96 p 7958-7959, Extension of Authority for Open-Head Fiber Drum Packaging for Liquid Hazardous Materials (49 CFR Part 171)
Action: Final Rule (Effective 10/01/96)

Summary: Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA), DOT has extended the authority to ship certain liquid hazardous materials in open-head fiber drums that do not meet performance-oriented packaging standards for hazardous materials in Packing Group III.   This extension expires on the later of 9/30/97, or the date on which funds are authorized to be appropriated for the hazardous materials transportation program for fiscal years beginning after 9/30/97. 

Applicability: This will be of interest to those shipping hazardous materials.

March 1996
03/1/96 N/A

03/4/96 p 8328 - 8370, Cylinder specification requirements; restructuring (49 CFR 171, 173 and 178)
Action: Notice of Proposed  Rule Making (NPRM)

Summary: Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) is proposing to revise the Hazardous Materials regulations by restructuring (reformatting) the cylinder specification requirements. RSPA intends to simplify and consolidate the requirements to eliminate areas of redundant information.  The action is in response to president Clinton’s March 4, 1995 Regulatory Reinvention Initiative memorandum to the heads of all agency departments.

03/4/96 p 8229 - 8230, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System Permit Application Requirements for Publicly Owned Treatment Works and Other Treatment Works Treating Domestic Sewage (40 CFR 122, 123, 403, and 501)
Action: Extension of Comment Period

Summary: EPA has extended the comment period on the 12/06/95 proposed NPDES permit application requirements for POTW’s and other treatments works treating domestic sewage. Comments due 3/29/96.

Applicability:

03/5/96 p 8706 - 8709 Information Collection Activities: Comment Request (Research and Special Programs Administration)

Action: Notice and request for comments.

Summary: RSPA is requesting comments and information regarding certain aspects of information collection activities they conduct, specifically hazardous materials transportation safety and oil spill prevention and response planning. Comments need to be received by 5/06/96. 

03/6/96 p 9014 - 9033 Stratigraphic ozone protection - Motor Vehicle air conditioners servicing 

Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA has proposed rules governing the servicing of motor vehicle air conditioners. The standards are proposed would further require refrigerants to be recovered at automobile scrap operations.  Comments are due 4/05/96.
03/06/96 p 9064 - 9088 Lead based paint poisoning prevention in residential structures; information disclosure requirements

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA and HUD have promulgated regulations requiring disclosure of known lead based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards in housing. 

Applicability: Individuals involved in the management or transfer of residential housing.
03/07/96 p 9132 - 9133 Air pollution control; new motor vehicles and engines:  Gasoline spark-ignition and diesel compression-ignition marine engines; emission standards
Action: Supplementary NPRM

Summary: EPA has issued a supplement to its proposed rule on gasoline marine engines and has provided data for public review.

Applicability:

3/07/96 p 9267 - 9307 Financial Responsibility for Water Pollution (Vessels) (33 CFR 3, 130, 131, 132, 137, and 138) Coast Guard, DOT
Action: Final Rule

Summary: The Coast Guard has finalized its interim regulations implementing the provisions concerning financial responsibility for vessels under the Oil Pollution Act 1990 and CERCLA.

Applicability: Non Public Vessels and Public Vessels greater than 300 tons.

3/08/96 p 9518 - 9519 Hazardous materials transportation: Registration requirement and fee assessment program
Summary: Notification for the 1996 registration and fee payment for RSPA . Previously registered parties will receive reregistration forms sometime in April.

Applicability: Mostly HTRW contractors.

03/11/96 p 9646 - 9648 Oil discharge program; Federal regulatory review,
Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA is removing legally obsolete rules addressing oil and hazardous substance releases.

Applicability: Facilities with SPCC’s may be interested in the details.

03/12/96 p 9905 - 9944 Municipal solid waste landfills; new sources control and emission guidelines for existing sources.

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA has promulgated performance standards for new municipal solid waste landfills and guidelines for existing facilities.

Applicability: Designers.

03/13/96     NA

03/14/96     NA

03/15/96      NA

03/18/96 p 11096 - 11109 Toxic Substances: Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCB’s) import for disposal

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA has finalized the PCB importation rule under the 12/06/94 proposal.

Applicability: TSCA facilities and brokers.

03/18/96 p 11090 - 11093 Hazardous Waste: Technical Revision for the Federal Facility Compliance Act of 1992 Amendments
Action: Final Rule

Summary: The rule is a technical revision of the agency’s administrative rules of practice to provide a federal department or agency, which is the subject of an enforcement order, with the opportunity to confer with the EPA administer as provided in the FFCA.

Applicability: Personnel involved in FFCA enforcement actions.

03/19/96 p 11195 - 11196 Environmental statements; Naval Base Norfolk VA- Plasma Arc Hazardous Waste Treatment Facility
Action: Notice

Summary: The Navy Department is giving notice pertaining to the intent to prepare an EIS for an on-site Plasma Arc treatment facility.

Applicability: ITA’s, designers

03/20/96 p 11404 - 11405 Ambient air Monitoring reference and equivalent methods, Oxides of Nitrogen monitors
Action: Notice

Summary: EPA is designating new reference and equivalent methods for oxides of nitrogen

Applicability: Chemists, Designers, air emission monitoring

03/20/96 p 11484 - 11490 Hazardous Materials, Intrastate shippers and carriers; regulations compliance.
Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: RSPA is proposing additional exceptions from the HMR for certain small quantities of hazardous materials transported and used by private carriers in the conduct of there business. The rule is focused on intrastate transportation of flammable petroleum liquids in containers that are non specification type and less than 3500 gallons.

03/21/96 p 11677 - 11679 Hazardous Materials; Applications; exemptions, renewals, etc.
Action: Notice

Summary: RSPA has published add listed various applications for exemptions and renewals.

Applicability: Those interested in the RSPA exemption procedures

03/22/96   NA

03/25/96 p 12030 - 12041 Fuel and fuel additives reformulated gasoline

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA is finalizing rules on oxygen content of fuels.

Applicability: 

03/25/96 p 12054 - 12055 Hazardous Waste: Land disposal restrictions- Mineral Processing wastes, etc, comment period extension.
Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA is extending the comment period on the Phase IV 01/25/96 proposed rule to 4/24/96.

03/26/96 p 13103 - 13106 Hazardous Waste: Identification and listing - Solid Waste definition
Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA is adding an addition petroleum processing exclusion to the solid waste definitions.

Applicability:

03/26/96 p 13129 - 13131 Hazardous Waste: Identification and listing - Solid Waste definition
Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA is proposing to correct the text of a regulatory exclusion for recovered oil which is inserted into the petroleum refining process.

Applicability:

03/27/96   NA

03/28/96 NA

03/29/96  NA 

4/1/96 p 14430 Identification of Priority Data Needs for 12 Priority Hazardous Substances
Action:  Request for public comment on the identification of priority data needs for 12 priority hazardous substances and an ongoing call for voluntary research proposals.

Summary:  Under CERCLA, ATSDR and EPA are required to develop a list of hazardous substances found at NPL sites and prepare toxicological profiles of the substances and assure the initiation of research programs to address identified priority data needs associated with the substance.  

Applicability:  This may be of general interest to those conducting work at sites contaminated with chlordane; 1,2-dibromo-3-chloropropane; di-n-butyl phthalate; disulfoton; endrin; endosulfan; heptachlor; hexachlorobutadiene; hexachlorocyclohexane; manganese; methoxychlor; or toxaphene.

4/8/96 p 15566 LDR Phase III - Decharacterized Wastewaters, Carbamate Wastes, and Spent Potliners

Action:  Final Rule

Summary:   EPA is amending the treatment standards for reactive waste by requiring treatment for underlying hazardous constituents as well are removing the reactivity characteristic. This rule also codifies EPA’s enforcement policy regarding combustion technologies applied to inorganic wastes and  promulgates treatment standards for carbamate pesticide and primary aluminum production wastes.  The LDR treatment table in 40 CFR 268.40 and the universal treatment standards in 40 CFR 268.48 were republished in their entirety in this rule. (However, portions of the table were subsequently rescinded by 61 FR 15660 on the same day.)

Applicability:  This will be of especial interest to generator of hazardous waste.

4/8/96 p 15660 LDR Phase III Decharacterized Wastewaters, Carbamate Wastes, and Spent Potliners
Action:  Partial withdrawal and amendment of final rule

Summary:  This implements the Land Disposal Program Flexibility Act which essentially overrules  changes in the LDR treatment standards regarding dilution of certain characteristic wastes.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to generators of characteristic hazardous wastes.

4/12/96 p 16290 Imports and Exports of Hazardous Waste: Implementation of OECD Council Decision C(92)39 concerning the Control of Transfrontier Movement of Wastes Destined for Recovery Operations
Action:  Final Rule

Summary:  EPA has identified RCRA wastes subject to a graduated system of procedural and substantive controls when they move across national borders within the OECD for recovery.

Applicability:   This will be of interest to those importing or exporting RCRA hazardous wastes for recovery/recycle.

4/12/96 p 16348 MCLGs and National Primary Drinking Water Regulations for Lead and Copper
Action:  Notice of proposed rulemaking

Summary:  EPA is considering changing to lead and copper  standards to eliminate unnecessary requirements, reduce reporting burdens, and promote consistent national implementation.

Applicability:  This may be of interest to those at Civil Works projects that distribute ground water subject to monitoring requirements under the Safe Drinking Water Act.

4/16/96 p 16632 Final Report of the Federal Facilities Environmental Restoration Dialogue Committee
Action:  Notice of availability

Summary:  This announces the availability of the  “Final Report of the Federal Facilities Environmental Restoration Dialogue Committee”.  Copies can be attained through the RCRA Hotline at 800 424-9346.

Applicability:  The reports provides recommendations from the Committee for improving Federal facilities cleanups and will be of interest to those involved in HTRW remediation work.

4/19/96 p 17358 Revised Standards for Hazardous Waste Combustors
Action:  Proposed rule

Summary:  EPA is proposing to revise standards for hazardous waste incinerators, cement kilns, and lightweight aggregate kilns under joint authority of the Clean Air Act and RCRA.

Applicability:  The proposed standards may be considered relative and appropriate to incineration activities at CERCLA sites.

4/22/96 p 17400 Notice on Workshops on EPCRA Section 313 Reporting Requirements.
Action:  Notice

Summary: This announces a series of 3 day Federal Facility workshops on EPCRA in the May - June time frame.

Applicability: Those interested in EPCRA training should see this notice.  

4/25/96 p 18260 Standards of Performance for New Stationary Sources NESHAP Addition of Method 29 to Appendix A of Part 60 and Amendments to Method 101A of Appendix B of Part 61
Action:  Final rule.

Summary:  This rule adds methods for determining cadmium, lead, and mercury emissions from municipal waste combustors.

Applicability:  This pertains primarily to those involved in air monitoring municipal waste combustors for metals.

4/26/96 p 18588 Extension of the Policy on Enforcement of RCRA Section 3004(j) Storage Prohibition at Facilities Generating Mixed Radioactive/Hazardous Waste
Action:  Policy Statement

Summary:  This extends for an additional two years, EPA’s policy regarding enforcement of the LDR storage prohibition for mixed waste for which adequate treatment capacity does not exist.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to those generating wastes which are subject to regulation under both RCRA and the Atomic Energy Act.

4/29/96 p 18780 Requirements for Management of Hazardous Contaminated Media (HWIR-Media)
Action:  Proposed rule

Summary:  EPA is proposing new regulations for contaminated media that are managed during government overseen remedial actions.

Applicability:  This will be of great interest to all those involved in remediation of hazardous waste sites.

4/29/96 p 18926 Elimination of Unnecessary and Duplicative Hazardous Materials Regulations
Action: Final rule.

Summary:  RSPA is removing unnecessary obsolete, and duplicative regulations contained in the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR).

4/30/96 p 19117 Land Disposal Restriction Phase III-Decharacterized Wastewaters, Carbamate Wastes, and Spent Potliners
Action:  Correction

Summary:  Typographical corrections.

Applicability:  This is not expected to impact wastes generated by the Corps.  However, this will be of interest to persons generating K088 waste.

May 1996
05/01/96 p 19231 (40 CFR 51) Air Quality: Revision to Definition of Volatile Organic Compounds - Exclusion of HFC 43-10mee and HCFC 225 ca and cb
Action: Proposed Rule

Summary:  EPA proposes to amend its definition of volatile organic compounds (VOC) to exclude HFC 43-10mee and HCFC 225 ca and cb as VOC for ozone SIP and ozone control purposes.

Applicability: This will be of interest to facilities/installations that use these chemicals and that have included them in emission quantifications to determine their emission status (major or minor) for criteria pollutants under the Clean Air Act, as amended in 1990.

05/02/96 p 19432 (40 CFR 264, Subpart S) Corrective Action for Releases from Solid Waste Management Units at Hazardous Waste Management Facilities
Action: Proposed Rule

Summary:  EPA is introducing its strategy for promulgating regulations governing corrective action for releases at solid waste management units (SWMUs).  Corrective action regulations were originally published on July 27, 1990.  EPA is now providing clarification for the original proposed rule as well as providing a general status report on the corrective action program and additional guidance on several topics not fully addressed in 1990.

Applicability: The additional clarifications/information provided will be of great interest to installations engaged in the RCRA corrective action process.

05/03/96 p 19936 Propargite; Voluntary Deletion of Ten Uses in Response to EPA’s Concerns of Risk from Dietary Exposure to the U.S. Population.
Action: Notice of Receipt of Request to Delete Uses

Summary:  EPA announces its receipt of a request from Uniroyal Chemical Co. To delete 10 uses from its propargite labels.    Propargite is a pesticide used for the control of mites on agricultural and ornamental plants and is known by the trade names of Omite, Ornamite, and Comite.

Applicability: May affect installations/projects that use this particular pesticide.

05/07/96 p 20473 (40 CFR 355) Extremely Hazardous Substances
Action: Final Rule

Summary:  EPA modifies the extremely hazardous substance (EHS) list and reportable quantities under section 302 of the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986.  Reportable quantities are being raised for 202 EHSs, while four chemicals are being removed from the list.  

Applicability: The new ruling increases the reportable quantity of many EHSs and therefore changes the requirements for when notification of a release must be made for those EHSs.

05/08/96 p 20747 (49 CFR Parts 172, 173, 174, and 176) Hazardous Materials Transportation Regulations: Compatibility with Regulations of the International Atomic Energy Agency
Action: Final Rule; editorial revisions and response to a petition for reconsideration

Summary: EPA is issuing editorial and technical corrections to the final rule published on Sept. 28, 1995 which amended the HMR pertaining to the transportation of radioactive materials to conform with the requirements of the International Atomic Energy Agency.

Applicability: The corrections made to the 28 Sept 95 rule will affect those shipping radioactive materials.

05/08/96 p 20972 (40 CFR 123) Amendment to the Requirements for Authorized State Permit Programs Under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act
Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA is amending requirements for federally authorized State permitting programs under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (this includes NPDES permitting programs).  The new regulation requires State programs to provide the opportunity for judicial review in State Court of final permit decisions in order to encourage and assist public participation in the permitting process.

Applicability: This ruling may not directly impact Corps projects, but is important to know if a facility/project is applying for or modifying an NPDES or Section 402 CWA permit.  If the public views the permit adversely, the permit could get tied up in the judicial review process.

05/09/96 p 21084 (40 CFR Parts 107, 171, 173 and 178) Exemption, Approval, Registration and Reporting Procedures; Miscellaneous Provisions
Action: Final Rule

Summary: The Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) is revising procedures for applying for exemptions in subpart B of part 107 and establishing  procedures for approvals, registrations and reports in subpart H of part 107.

Applicability: The ruling will affect shippers and transporters of hazardous materials seeking exemptions from specific requirements in the HMR.

05/10/96 p 21370 (40 CFR 63) Hazardous Air Pollutants: Amendment to Regulations Governing Equivalent Emission Limitations by Permit.
Action: Direct Final Rule

Summary: EPA is delaying the Clean Air Act Section 112(j) permit application deadline for emission standards for all 4-year sources by 180 days until November 15, 1996.

Applicability: This ruling will affect facilities with air emissions sources in any of the 4-year source MACT standard categories for which EPA has not yet established a standard.

05/10/96 p 21414 (40 CFR 63) Hazardous Air Pollutants: Amendment to Regulations Governing Equivalent Emission Limitations by Permit
Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: This is the proposal to the direct final rule published in the FR on May 10, 1996 which delayed the equivalent emission limitation by permit requirement for 4-year MACT standards for 180 days (until November 15, 1996).

Applicability: This ruling will affect facilities with air emissions sources in any of the 4-year source MACT standard categories for which EPA has not yet established a standard.

05/10/96 p (40 CFR Parts 148, 261, 268 and 271) Land Disposal Restrictions Phase IV Proposed Rule - Issues Associated with Clean Water Act Treatment Equivalency, and Treatment Standards for Wood Preserving Wastes and Toxicity Characteristic Metal Wastes; Notice of Data Availability
Action: Notice of Data Availability

Summary: EPA has received additional information since it proposed the Phase IV LDRs.  EPA is considering this information in developing the final LDR Phase IV rule.  Wastes for which additional information and treatment standards are discussed are TC metal wastes (lead-bearing smelter and foundry wastes and D011 silver TC wastes), wood preserving waste (F032 and potentially F024) and  recycled wood preserving wastewaters.   Issues concerning treatment capacity if universal treatment standards are applied to TC metal wastes are also addressed.

Applicability: This notice, and how it affects EPA in its final rule making, will be of interest to those generating or disposing of TC metal or wood preserving wastes.

05/16/09 p 24669 (10 CFR 20,30,40,61,70 and 72) Termination or Transfer of Licensed Activities: Recordkeeping Requirements
Action: Final Rule

Summary: The NRC is amending regulations pertaining to the disposition of certain records when a licensee terminates or transfers licensed activities (decommissioning, offsite releases, waste disposal, etc.).

Applicability: This ruling will be applicable to any project currently holding or planning to obtain a transferred NRC license.

05/20/96 p 25149 (40 CFR 55) Outer Continental Shelf Air Regulations Offset Remand
Action: Interim Final Rule

Summary: The EPA is revising its regulation governing the outer continental shelf (OCS) offset requirements for OCS sources located within 25 miles of the States’ seaward boundaries.  The special OCS offset provisions are deleted and offset requirements are established that reflect requirements established for the onshore area.

Applicability: There are probably few (if any) Corps projects that would be impacted by this ruling, However, the changes to the regulation will affect sources which currently participate in the OCS offset program.

05/22/96 p 25566 (40 CFR 50) National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Sulfur Oxides (Sulfur Dioxide) - Final Decision

tc \l3 "05/22/96 p 25566 (40 CFR 50) National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Sulfur Oxides (Sulfur Dioxide) - Final Decision
Action: Final Decision

Summary: After reviewing air quality criteria and available information in accordance with sections 108 and 109 of the Clean Air Act, EPA has determined that a revision of the NAAQS for sulfur oxides are not appropriate at this time.  However, EPA also announced that it plans to propose revisions to 40 CFR 51 to establish concern and intervention levels for short-term peaks of sulfur dioxide to assist individual States with addressing short-term peak exposures and limitations.

Applicability: No impact as no changes were proposed.  However, the preamble contains interesting information pertaining to potential approaches States may take in setting short-term peak sulfur dioxide emission limits.

05/22/96 p 25585 (40 CFR 82) Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Listing of Substitutes for Ozone-Depleting Substances
Action: Final Rule

Summary: In the Final Rule, EPA published restrictions and prohibitions on substitutes for ozone depleting substances (ODS) under the Significant New Alternatives Policy (SNAP).  A SNAP generated list for acceptable and unacceptable substitutes for several use sectors is given in the final ruling.

Applicability: The substitute list applies to projects/facilities using ODS for solvent cleaning, fire suppression and explosion protection, aerosols, and adhesives, coatings and inks.

05/22/96 p 25604 (40 CFR 82) Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Listing of Substitutes for Ozone Depleting Substances
Action: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Summary: EPA is proposing restrictions/prohibitions on substitutes for ozone depleting substances (ODC) under its Significant New Alternatives Policy (SNAP) program for the solvent cleaning, solvent, and aerosol sectors.

Applicability: Will be applicable to projects/facilities that utilize ODS in the affected sectors.

05/23/96 p 25940 (49 CFR 171, 173 and 178)  Restructuring of Cylinder Specifications Requirements
Action: Final Rule

Summary: The Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) is amending the HMR to restructure the requirements for cylinder specifications.  The amendment was done to reduce the size of the HMR through consolidation of repetitive requirements without substantially changing the requirements or affecting safety.

Applicability: No impact at the moment as the cylinder specifications have not been changed.  However, later this year it is anticipated that a notice of proposed rulemaking will be published in which RSPA intends to propose substantive changes to the cylinder specifications.

05/28/96 p 26750 (49 CFR 171 and 173) Periodic Inspection and Testing of Cylinders
Action: Final Rule

Summary: RSPA is amending the maintenance and requalification requirements for DOT specification and exemption cylinders used for the transportation of compressed gases in commerce.

Applicability: Requirements in the final ruling may be applicable to those who transport compressed gas in cylinders.

05/30/96 p 27132 (40 CFR 9 and 63) Final Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutant Emissions from the Printing and Publishing Industry
Action: Final Rule

Summary: The final rule establishes the national emission standard for hazardous air pollutants (NESHAP) for the printing and publishing industry.  In particular, the rule sets the maximum achievable control technology (MACT) for publication rotogravure, product and packaging rotogravure, and wide-web flexographic printing.

Applicability: Major sources of HAPs that have printing operations regulated by the final rule will have to meet the MACT standard by May 30, 1999.

05/30/96 p 27166 (49 CFR 171, 172, 173,  176, 177, 178 and 180) Revision of Miscellaneous Hazardous Materials Regulations; Regulatory Review
Action: Final Rule

Summary: RSPA is amending the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR) in order to make the regulations shorter and easier to use without compromising safety.  In particular, the requirements pertaining to training frequency, incident reporting, and emergency response numbers are reduced.

Applicability: The new ruling will affect those who are involved with the transportation of hazardous materials.

June 1996

06/05/96  p 28508  Hazardous Waste Treatment, Storage, and Disposal Facilities and Hazardous Waste Generators; Organic Air Emission Standards for Tanks, Surface Impoundments, and Containers

Action:  Amendment of final rule to postpone requirements

Summary:  EPA is postponing the effective date of the December 6, 1994 rule until October 6, 1996.  This amendment changes only the effective date of the requirements contained in the final standards.

Applicability:  Hazardous waste generators must be aware of the air emissions standards for 90 day accumulation units under 40 CFR 265, subparts AA, BB and CC and the applicability of the final standards to tanks in which waste stabilization activities are performed.

06/05/96  p 28642  The National Response Team’s Integrated Contingency Plan Guidance

Action: Notice

Summary:  EPA has prepared guidance to be used by facilities preparing emergency response plans.  This guidance is intended to provide a mechanism for consolidating multiple plans that facilities may have prepared to comply with various regulations into one functional emergency response plan or integrated contingency plan (ICP).

Applicability:  Facilities having multiple emergency response plans may be able to consolidate them into one ICP under this guidance.

06/05/96  p Transportation of Hazardous Materials by Rail; Miscellaneous Amendments
Action:  Final rule

Summary:   DOT is amending the Hazardous Material Regulations to incorporate a number of changes to rail requirements based on rulemaking petitions from industry and RSPA initiatives.   This amendment includes changes to Part 172 ( Hazardous Material Table, hazardous waste manifest, placarding,), Part 173 (Packaging), Part 174 (Carriage by Rail) and Part 179 (Specifications for Tank Cars).   

Applicability:  Generators sending hazardous materials (includes hazardous waste) by rail should  review these amendments to the Hazardous Material Regulations.

06/06/96 p 28723 Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Action:  Correcting amendments.

Summary:  This document presents corrections to the final rule published September 28, 1995 (60 FR 50248) to correct printing errors in three tables, an equation and incorrect references.  The September 28, 1995 rule revised the NRC regulations governing the transportation of radioactive material (10 CFR 71) to make them compatible with those of the International Atomic Energy Agency.

Applicability:  This amendment would be applicable to individuals working with transportation of radioactive material.

06/14/96 p 30175 Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA), DOT
Action: Final rule.

Summary: RSPA  is implementing a new procedure for adopting noncontroversial rules.  The “direct final rule” procedure involves issuing a final rule providing notice and an opportunity to comment and stating the rule will become effective on a specified date without further publication of the text of the rule unless adverse comments are received.  RSPA will issue a subsequent notice in the Federal Register to reiterate the effective date or withdraw the direct final rule if adverse comments are received.

Applicability: This rule is important to shippers of hazardous material (includes hazardous waste) and being aware of new DOT rules.

06/14/96 p 30444 Advisory Guidance; Offering, Accepting, and Transporting Hazardous Materials
Action: Advisory Guidance

Summary: DOT is reiterating the responsibilities of persons involved in the transportation of hazardous materials to ensure that the hazardous materials are properly identified, packaged, authorized for transportation, handled, loaded and transported in conformance with the Hazardous Materials Regulations.

Applicability: As a result of the aircraft accident in Florida, DOT is reminding everyone the importance of complying with the Hazardous Materials Regulations.

06/14/96 p 30472 Authorization of Indian Tribe’s Hazardous Waste Programs Under RCRA Subtitle C
Action: Proposed rule

Summary: EPA is clarifying the eligibility of Tribal governments to obtain authorization from EPA to implement a Subtitle C hazardous waste program in lieu of EPA under RCRA.  This proposal identifies the standards and procedures that would govern the submission and review of Indian Tribes’ authorization applications.

Applicability: This rule could be significant if the COE performs work on Tribal Land that obtains Subtitle C authorization.

06/17/96 p 30510 National Priorities List for Uncontrolled Hazardous Waste Sites
Action: Final rule

Summary: EPA is amending the National Priorities List (NPL) and adding 13 new sites to the General Superfund Section of the NPL.  The effective date of this amendment is July 17, 1996.

Applicability: The NPL is EPA’s guide in determining which sites warrant further investigation to assess the nature and extent of public health and environmental risks associated with the site and to determine what CERCLA financed remedial action(s), if any, may be appropriate.

06/17/96 p 30575 National Priorities List for Uncontrolled Hazardous Waste Sites, Proposed Rule No. 20
Action: Proposed rule

Summary: EPA is proposing to revise the National Priorities List (NPL) and add 15 new sites to the NPL, 13 to the General Superfund Section and 2 to the Federal Facilities Section.  The Federal Facilities proposed for the NPL are Tyndall Air Force Base, Panama City, FL and Sewells Point Naval Complex, Norfolk, VA.

Applicability: This proposed revision to the NPL is important for COE work being performed at any of the 15 sites.

06/17/96 p 30780 Corps of Engineers Proposal To Reissue, and Modify Nationwide Permits; Public Hearing
Action: Notice of intent and request for comments

Summary: The COE is proposing to reissue the existing 37 nationwide permits (NWPs) and conditions, with some modifications and issue 4 new NWPs.  

Applicability: Individuals involved with the COE regulatory program to protect wetlands and other aquatic resources should be concerned with this Notice.

06/17/96 p 30533 Research and Special Programs- Oil Spill Prevention and Response Plans
Action: Final rule

Summary: This rule implements the Federal Water Pollution Control Act as amended by the Oil Pollution Act and adopts the requirements for packaging, communication, spill response planning and response plan implementation.  This rule intends to prevent and contain spills of oil during transportation.  It requires comprehensive response plans for oil shipments in bulk packaging (cargo tanks, tanks trucks, rail tank cars) exceeding 42,000 gallons and less detailed plans for petroleum oil in shipment of bulk packaging of 3,500 gallons or more.

Applicability: This rule should be of interest when shipping petroleum in bulk packaging that is 3,500 gallons or larger.

06/18/96 p 30990 Regulatory Guidance Letters Issued by the Corps of Engineers
Action: Notice

Summary: The COE will no longer be mailing out Regulatory Guidance Letters (RGLs) on the permit program (33 CFR 320-330) to the public.  Future RGLs from COE Headquarter will be published in the Notice Section of the Federal Register.

Applicability: The Public will need to monitor the Federal Register for future RGLs on the COE permit program.

06/20/96 p 31668 Accidental Release Prevention Requirements: Risk Management Programs Under Clean Air Act Section 112(r)(7)

Action: Final rule

Summary: EPA is promulgating rules that apply to all stationary sources with processes that contain more than a threshold quantity of a regulated substance under part 112(r). The regulations are to prevent accidental releases of regulated substances and reduce the severity of those releases that do occur.  All sources must prepare a risk management plan based on the risk management programs established at the source.

Applicability: All COE facilities that have stationary sources that exceed the threshold quantities of a regulated substance under part 112(r) would have to comply (e.g. propane, chlorine).

06/25/96 p 32729 National Volatile Organic Compounds Emission Standards for Architectural Coatings
Action: Proposed rule and notice of public hearing

Summary: EPA is proposing standards to reduce emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC) from architectural coatings.  The proposed rule is centered around requiring VOC content levels for 55 individual architectural coating categories.

Applicability: Architectural coatings for COE projects may have new VOC standards in the (estimated April 1997) if this rule goes final.

06/26/96 p 33260 Pesticides and Ground Water State Management Plan Regulation
Action: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Summary: EPA proposes to implement a key component of the Agency’s 1991 Pesticides and Ground Water Strategy, by restricting the use of certain pesticides by providing the States with the flexibility to protect the ground water in the most appropriate way for local conditions.  EPA is proposing to restrict for legal sale and use of 5 pesticides identified as “probable” or “possible” human carcinogens--alachlor, atrazine, cyanazine, metolachlor, and simazine.

Applicability: This proposed rule would be of interest to COE facilities that might still allow the use of these pesticides.

06/26/96 p 33216 Performance-Oriented Packaging Standards; Final Transitional Provisions
Action: Notice of proposed rulemaking

Summary: The Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) of DOT is proposing a number of changes to the Hazardous Materials Regulations pertaining to the classification of certain hazardous materials which are poisonous by inhalation and to provisions for the manufacture, use and reuse of hazardous materials packaging.

Applicability: Individuals involved with the transportation of hazardous materials will be interested in this proposed rule.

06/27/96 p 33588 Addition of Facilities in Certain Industry Sectors; Toxic Chemical Release Reporting; Community Right-to-Know
Action: Proposed rule

Summary: EPA is proposing to add seven industrial groups subject to the reporting requirements of Section 313 of EPCRA.  These industries are metal mining, coal mining, electric utilities, commercial hazardous waste treatment, chemicals and allied products-wholesale, petroleum bulk stations-wholesale, and solvent recovery services.

Applicability: Federal facilities that have 10 or more full-time employees and meets or exceeds the  “manufacture, process, or otherwise use” thresholds for any toxic chemical is already complying with Section 313 of EPCRA per Executive Order 12856. 

06/28/96 p 33691 Hazardous Waste Management System; Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste; Recycled Used Oil Management Standards
Action: Final rule, notice of judicial vacatur of administrative stay

Summary: EPA is deleting the explanatory note to paragraph (b)(2)(iii) of Section 279.11.  The Court’s vacatur of the administrative rule reinstates the used oil mixture rule found at 40 CFR 279.10(b)(2) as part of the federal used oil management standards.  Accordingly, as a matter of federal RCRA law, the regulated community may mix certain characteristic hazardous wastes and used oil to be recycled without triggering LDR requirements.  The used oil mixture rule still must be examined for each state to determine if the state is RCRA authorized and if the state has adopted this provision. 

Applicability: Individuals involved with the management of used oil should be interested in this rule.

06/28/96 p 33680 Land Disposal Restrictions Phase III-Decharacterize Wastewaters, Carbamate Wastes, and Spent Potliners

Action: Technical correction

Summary: EPA is issuing technical corrections and clarifications to the LDR Phase III rule.  EPA is clarifying that decharacterized wastes injected in any Class I injection well (hazardous or not hazardous) are not prohibited wastes and therefore subject to LDR treatment standards.  EPA also clarified issues pertaining to decharacterized wastewaters managed under Clean Water Act or equivalent systems.  EPA also codified its interpretation that deactivation (DEACT) is not considered a specific method of treatment under section 268.3.

Applicability: This technical correction should be of interest to individuals involved with hazardous waste management. 
7/01/96 p 34252-34278 Criteria for Classification of Solid Waste Disposal Facilities and Practices; Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste; Requirements for Authorization of State Hazardous Waste Programs; Final Rule (40 CFR Parts 257, 261 & 271)
Action: Final Rule

Summary: Today’s final revisions establish that only those non-municipal non-hazardous waste disposal units that meet specific standards may receive conditionally exempt small quantity generator (CESQG) hazardous wastes.  Today’s final revisions establish standards pertaining to location restrictions, ground-water monitoring and corrective action.  Today’s final language will also clarify acceptable disposal options under Subtitle D of RCRA by specifying that CESQG hazardous waste maybe managed at municipal solid waste landfills subject to Part 258 and at nonmunicipal non-hazardous waste disposal units subject to today’s revised Criteria.

Applicability: Owners/operators of non-municipal non-hazardous waste disposal units that may receive conditionally exempt small quantity generator (CESQG) hazardous waste will want to read this.

7/01/96 p 34140-34200 National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Off-Site Waste and Recovery Operations; Final Rule (40 CFR Part 63)
Action: Final Rule

Summary: This action promulgates National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) under the authority of Section 112 of the Clean Air Act for off-site waste and recovery operations that emit hazardous air pollutants (HAP).  The NESHAP applies to specific types of facilities that are determined to be major sources of HAP emissions and receive certain wastes, used oil, and used solvents from off-site locations for storage, treatment, recovery, or disposal at the facility.  The rules requires use of maximum achievable control technology (MACT) to reduce HAP emissions from tanks, surface impoundments, containers, oil-water separators, individual drain systems and other material conveyance systems, process vents, and equipment leaks.

Applicability: Federal agency facilities that operate any of the following listed waste management or recovery operations, such as:  operating hazardous waste treatment, storage, and disposal facilities; RCRA exempt hazardous wastewater treatment facilities; nonhazardous wastewater treatment facilities other than POTW; used solvent recovery plants; RCRA exempt hazardous waste recycling operations; or used oil re-refineries will be interested in this final rule.

7/01/96 p 34202-34249 Federal Operating Permits Program (40 CFR Parts 9, 55 & 71)
Action: Final Rule

Summary: This rule sets the procedures and terms under which the Administrator will administer programs for issuing operating permits to covered stationary sources, pursuant to title V of the Clean Air Act.  Although the primary responsibility for issuing operating permits to such sources rests with State, local, and Tribal air agencies, EPA will remedy gaps in the air quality protection by administering a Federal operating permits program in areas lacking an EPA-approved or adequately administered operating permits program.  Federally issued permits will clarify which requirements apply to sources and will enhance understanding of and compliance with air quality regulations.

Applicability: Facilities that are not exempted or deferred from permitting requirements under Title V may be interested in this one.

7/03/96 p 35042-35054 Effluent Guidelines Plan 
Action: Notice of Proposed Effluent Guidelines Plan

Summary: Today’s notice announces the EPA’s proposed biennial plan for developing new and revised effluent guidelines, which regulate industrial discharges to surface waters and to publicly owned treatment works.  

Applicability: This could impact anyone involved in POTW’s or NPDES permits.

7/10/96 p 36419-36421 Land Disposal Restrictions Phase III - Decharacterized Wastewaters, Carbamate Wastes, and Spent Potliners (40 CFR Part 268)
Action: Correction

Summary: EPA has corrected its 4/08/96 rule on land disposal restrictions Phase III - decharacterized wastewaters, carbamate wastes and spent potliners.  Corrections pertain to the Treatment Standards for Hazardous Wastes Table beginning on page 15601.

7/18/96 p 37430-37432 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Reconsideration of the Ban on Fire Extinguishers Containing HCFCs (40 CFR Part 82)
Action: Proposed rule

Summary: EPA is proposing to amend the Class II Nonessential Products Ban promulgated under Section 610 of the Clean Air Act Amendments to provide an exemption for portable fire extinguishing equipment that contains hydrochloroflourocarbons (HCFCs) for non-residential applications.

Applicability: This rule will be of interest to those that wish to manufacture, sell, or distribute in interstate commerce portable fire extinguishers that contain HCFCs for non-residential applications.

7/19/96 p 37741 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Notice of Revocation for Technician Certification Programs
Action: Notice of revocation

Summary: The following six programs have had their approval as a technician certification programs revoked, effective 11 June 1996: AcuPro Refrigerant Recovery (Phoenix, AZ); Country Trade School (Melbourne, FL); Dundalk Community College (Balitmore, MD); Northeast Institute (Buffalo, NY); National Training Center (Newport Beach, CA); and National Training Fund (Alexandria, VA).  

7/23/96 p 38250-38344  Prevention of Significant Deterioration and Nonattainment New Source Review; (40 CFR Parts 51 and 52)
Action: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Summary: EPA is proposing substantial changes to the major New Source Review (NSR) program, a preconstruction permitting program required by the Clean Air Act that regulates the construction and modification of major stationary sources of air pollution.  If adopted, the proposed reforms will significantly reduce the number and types of activities at sources that would otherwise be subject to major NSR under the existing NSR program regulations, including the new and revised requirements imposed by the 1990 Amendments.  The proposed changes are also intended to provide States with greater flexibility to customize their own regulations.

7/24/96 p 38392-38395 South Dakota: Final/Interim Authorization of State Hazardous Waste Management Program Revisions (40 CFR Part 271)
Action: Final Rule on Application of South Dakota for Program Revision

Summary: EPA plans to approve the hazardous waste program submitted by the State of South Dakota.

7/25/96 p 38642-38644 Transportation of Hazardous Materials by Rail; Miscellaneous Amendments; Response to Petitions for Reconsideration (49 CFR Part 172)

Action: Final rule; Response to petitions for reconsideration

Summary: RSPA denied petitions for reconsideration of a provision in the June 5, 1996 final rule which allowed rail shippers and carriers to discontinue use of the RESIDUE placard on June 30, 1996, three months in advance of the effective date of the June 5 final rule. 

7/29/96 p 39353-39356 Kansas: Final Authorization of State Hazardous Waste Management Program (40 CFR Part 271)
Action: Immediate Final Rule

Summary: EPA plans to approve the hazardous waste program submitted by the State of Kansas.

7/29/96 p 39522-39525 Applicability of the Hazardous Materials Regulations to Loading, Unloading and Storage (Research and Special Programs Administration, DOT) (49 CFR Parts 171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180)

Action: Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM); notice of meeting

Summary: Three public meetings are planned to seek ideas, proposals and recommendations regarding the applicability of the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR) to particular hazardous materials transportation activities.

7/30/96 p 39770-39794 Operational Measures to Reduce Oil Spills from Existing Tank Vessels Without Double Hulls (Coast Guard, DOT) (33 CFR Part 157 & 46 CFR 31 & 35)
Action: Final Rule

Summary: (The Coast Guard issues regulations that will require the owners, master, or operators of tank vessels of 5,000 gross tons (GT) or more that do not have double hulls and that carry oil in bulk cargo to comply with certain operational measures.)  This final rule contains requirements for bridge resource management and vessel specific policy and procedures, enhanced survey programs, maneuvering performance capability tests, and other measures aimed at reducing the likelihood of an oil discharge from these vessels.

Applicability: This rule can impact owners, masters, or operators of tank vessels of 5,000 gross tons, or more, that do not have double hulls and that carry oil in bulk as cargo.

7/30/96 p 39804-39810 Streamlined Procedures for Modifying Approved Publicly Owned Treatment Works Pretreatment Programs (40 CFR Part 403)
Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA is proposing to simplify the process for modifying the pretreatment program requirements included in Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits pursuant to Clean Water Act (CWA) sections 307 and 402 and 40 CFR Part 403.

Applicability: This could impact anyone involved in POTW’s or NPDES permits.

7/31/96 p 39877-39881 State and Local Jurisdictions Where a Federal Operating Permits Program is Effective on July 31, 1996 (40 CFR Parts 55 and 71)
Action: Notice of States and local jurisdictions subject to 40 CFR parts 55 and 71

Summary: On 7/01/96, pursuant to Title V of the Clean Air Act as amended in 1990, EPA published a new regulation at 61 FR 34202 (codified as 40 CFR part 71, called the “Part 71 rule”) setting forth the procedures and terms under which the Administrator will issue operating permits to covered stationary sources.   The primary responsibility for issuing operating permits to sources rests with State, local, and Tribal air agencies.  However, EPA will administer a Federal operating permits program in areas that locate an EPA-approved or adequately administered operating permits program and in other limited situations.  EPA is providing a list of State and local jurisdictions where EPA will assume responsibility to issue permits, effective as of 7/31/96.      

Applicability: Facilities where Title V Air Permits are required.

August 1996
8/7/96 p 41111 Contaminated media managed during government overseen remedial actions; requirements
Action: Proposed Rule; Correction and notice of data availability.

Summary: EPA has issued a clarification to the proposed rule “Requirements for Management of Hazardous Contaminated Media (HWIR-media)” (61 FR 18780 (April 29, 1996)).  The four areas of clarification include corrected equations found in the appendices to Part 269, reformatting exhibits in the same appendices, a clarification sources for assumptions in exposure calculations, and finally a clarification on how the Bright Line concentrations for dioxins and furans in groundwater were developed. 

Applicability: Risk assessors involved in onsite and offsite waste management decisions should be aware of the corrections.

8/8/96 p 41452 Facilities transferring oil or hazardous materials in bulk

Action: Final Rule
Summary: The Coast Guard is revising regulations in response to the comments received on the notice of proposed rule making entitled “Facilities Transferring oil or Hazardous Materials in Bulk (2/23/95 60 FR 10044).  Previously oil transfer was covered under 33 CFR part 154, while hazardous materials transfers were covered under 33 CFR 126.  The Coast Guard has consolidated these regulations under part 154. The Coast Guard clarified issues and expanded definitions pertaining to “caretaker status, transfer, and facility.”

Applicability: USAGE personnel involved in fuel transfer facilities adjacent to or over water should be familiar with these changes.

8/12/96 p 41838 Requirements for Preparation, Adoption, and Submittal of Implementation Plans
Action: Direct Final Rule

Summary: EPA has reformatted and updated the previously codified appendix W entitled “Guideline on Air Quality Models” to match the CFR format. EPA has removed some outdated air dispersion models and included two new models from the Th Conference on Air Quality Modeling (August 1995).

Applicability: Individuals involved in air permitting issues and risk based air pathway analysis should review the format and model updates.

8/14/96 p 42318 Hazardous Waste Management System; Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste; Solvents; CERCLA Hazardous Substance Designation and Reportable Quantities 

Action: Notice of Proposed Rule Making
Summary: EPA conducted and extensive evaluation of 14 chemicals used as solvents as well as wastestreams associated with the use of the chemicals for solvent properties.  EPA has made the determination that, since the majority of solvents reviewed are regulated as characteristic wastes, a separate listing is warranted.

Applicability: Individuals involved with waste characterization issues can breath a little easier. At this point in time there will be no additional solvent waste codes.

8/23/96 p 43501 Hazardous Waste Combusters; Revised Standards; Proposed Rule- Notice of Data Availability and Request for Comments

Action: Notice of Data Availability and Request for Comments
Summary: On April 19, 1996 EPA proposed to revise standards for hazardous waste combusters (61 FR 17358). As part of the proposed rule EPA used a benchmark approach to develop a set of technical specifications that would allow hazardous waste similar in composition to commercially available fossil fuel to be excluded under RCRA when burned. In this notice, EPA presents  gasoline, #2 fuel oil, #4 fuel oil, #6 fuel oil, and a possible composite fuel specification with a list of potential constituents and maximum detection limits.

Applicability: Waste management personnel dealing with energy recovery and fuel substitution disposal options may wish to take a closer look. 

8/26/96 Emergency Revision of the Land Disposal Restrictions (LDR) Phase III, Treatment Standards for Listed Hazardous Wastes from Carbamate Production; Final Rule 

Action: Final Rule
Summary: EPA has become aware of a lack of laboratory standards for some carbamate related waste constituents. Since commercial laboratories are currently unable to analyze all of the carbamate waste constituents, treatment facilities cannot verify that the LDR treatment standards have been met. The rule revises the carbamate treatment standards for one year by allowing the carbamate wastes to be treated either by any technology which achieves the constituent concentration levels promulgated in the Phase III rule or alternative treatment technologies specified in the rule ( i.e. BIODG, CMBST, CHOCD etc).  Of additional  note is the fact that the rule suspends the requirement to treat carbamate waste constituents when they are expected to be present in ICRT characteristic wastes as “underlying hazardous constituents.”
Applicability: Transportation and disposal coordinators should be aware of this change, especially as they relate the UTS concerns for characteristic wastes.
 8/27/96 p 44050 Control Techniques Guidelines for Shipbuilding and Ship Repair Operations (Surface Coating) 

Action: Notice of release of control techniques guidelines (CTG).
Summary: EPA is announcing the availability of the CTG for control of VOC emissions from surface coating operations. The CTG is hoped to assist states in determining reasonably available control technology for shipbuilding and repair operations located within NAAQS nonattainment areas for ozone.

Applicability: Personnel involved in ship maintenance activities may want to review these techniques to evaluate painting operations.
8/29/96 p 45778 Lead; Requirements for Lead-Based Paint Activities in Target Housing and Child-Occupied Facilities

Action: Final Rule
Summary: EPA is finalizing a Federal regulation under section 402 of TSCA to ensure that individuals conducting lead based paint activities in target housing and child occupied facilities are properly trained and certified.

Applicability: The standard is applicable to pre 1978 housing or pre 1978 facilities visited regularly by children.
September 1996
9/3/96 p 46410 National Volatile Organic Compound Emission Standards for Architectural Coatings
Action:  Proposed rule

Summary:  EPA is extending the comment period and is publishing proposed volatile organic compound (VOC) standards for architectural coatings.  Included in the standard are proposed VOC content levels for various categories of coatings.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to those involved in specifying coating requirements.  They will want to keep their eyes open for the final rule to ensure the coating specifications meet the final standards.

9/5/96 p 47012 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone
Action:  Notice of acceptability

Summary:  This notice expands the list of acceptable substitutes for ozone-depleting substances.

Applicability:  Those seeking substitutes for halon 1301 in fire suppression systems, or substitutes for CFC refrigerants may find this of interest. 

9/23/96 p 49263 NESHAPs for Source Categories; Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Facilities; Amendments

Action: Final amendments to rule

Summary:  This promulgated NESHAP amendments for PCE dry cleaning facilities.

Applicabilities:  These amendments may apply at military installations with on-site dry cleaning facilities utilizing PCE as a dry cleaning fluid.

9/25/96 p 50252 Transportation of Hazardous Materials by Rail; Miscellaneous Amendments; Response to Petitions for Reconsideration

Action:  Final rule; editorial revisions and response to petitions for reconsideration

Summary:  This corrects errors and responds to petitions for reconsideration.

Applicability:  This may be of interest to those involved in transporting hazardous materials by rail or in tank cars.

9/25/96 p 50410 Solid Waste Disposal Facility Criteria; Re-establishment of Ground Water Monitoring Exemption for Small Municipal Solid Waste Landfills Located in Either Dry or Remote Areas

Action: Final rule

Summary:  This re-establishes a ground water monitoring exemption for certain landfills accepting less than 20 tons of municipal solid waste per day in dry or remote locations.
Applicability:  This may be of interest to municipal solid waste landfills seeking relief from ground water monitoring requirements. 
9/26/96 p 50616 Performance-Oriented Packaging Standards; Final Transitional Provisions

Action: Final rule

Summary:  RSPA is incorporating into the HMR changes regarding hazardous materials which are poisonous by inhalation and provisions for the manufacture, use and reuse of packagings.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to persons preparing hazardous materials for transportation.

