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10/02/97 p 51654 Asbestos NESHAP State Notification Procedures Change

Action: Notice to Regulated Community

Summary: The EPA has changed the notification requirements for owners and operators of demolition and renovation activities subject to the asbestos NESHAP in the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Connecticut.  The required 10-day advance written notification will no longer be required to be made to the EPA administrator.  Instead, the notification shall be made only to the state.  Exceptions are when the demolition or renovation project involves quantities of asbestos below the respective states regulatory threshold amounts, including when the demolition/renovation involves no asbestos.

Applicability: This notice will be of interest to those currently involved in or planning renovation or demolition activities in the affected states.

10/16/97 p 53873 Safety Advisory: Unauthorized Marking of Compressed Gas Cylinders

Action: Safety Advisory Notice

Summary: In August of 1997, the Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) conducted a compliance inspection at the Columbia Fire Protection Company (CFP) in Memphis, TN.  The basic outcome of the inspection was that CFP was not registered or approved by DOT as a cylinder retester and was incapable of performing hydrostatic tests in accordance with the requirements of the HMR.  Numerous customers of CFP are now in possession of cylinders with unauthorized Retester Identification Numbers.  These cylinders have not been adequately retested, may pose significant safety hazards, and should not be charged or filled with a hazardous material.  Any one with a cylinder marked with a RIN B423 or RIN O987 that was last serviced by CFP may not charge or fill the cylinder with a hazardous material without first having it inspected/retested by a DOT-authorized retest facility.  Filled cylinders (if filled with an atmospheric gas) should be vented or otherwise safely evacuated and purged and then taken to a DOT-authorized cylinder retest facility for visual reinspection and retest to determine compliance with the HMR.   RIN B423 was issued by RSPA to Walker Fire Protection Service, Inc.  Walker is the only authorized user of RIN B423.  Any cylinders marked and serviced by Walker are not part of the advisory notice.  RIN O987 has never been issued by RSPA and is not an authorized RIN.

Applicability: This notice applies to anyone with compressed gas cylinders serviced by the CFP company.  If in doubt as to who last serviced your cylinders, check for RIN B423 or RIN O987.  POC for this issue is Mr. Wayne Chaney at 404-305-6126.

11/13/97 p 60962 Comprehensive Guideline for Procurement of Products Containing Recovered Materials (See also, Recovered Materials Advisory Notice p 60976)

Action:  Final Rule

Summary: EPA is amending the Comprehensive Procurement Guideline (CPG) to designate new items that are or can be made with recovered materials.  When procuring a designated item with appropriated funds, Federal agencies are required by Section 6002 of RCRA to purchase items made with the highest percentage of recovered materials practicable.  The new items designated are shower and restroom dividers/partitions; consolidated and reprocessed latex paint for specified uses; parking stops; channelizers; delineators; flexible delineators; plastic fencing for specified uses; garden and soaker hoses; lawn and garden edging; printer ribbons; plastic envelopes; and pallets.  In addition, this action clarifies EPA's previous designation of floor tiles, structural fiberboard, and laminated paperboard as items that can be made with recovered materials.

Applicability:  This potentially applies to Civil Works when the purchase price of any of the above listed items exceed $10,000 or when the quantity of such items or functionally equivalent items purchased or acquired in the preceding fiscal year was $10,000 or more.  This requirement to procure materials made with recovered materials also applies to work performed under contract to USACE.

11/17/97 p 61332 Notice of the Revised Priority List of Hazardous Substances that will be the Subject of Toxicological Profiles
Action: Notice

Summary: EPA and the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) have revised the Priority List of Hazardous Substances.  This list includes substances most commonly found at CERCLA NPL sites which have been determined to be of greatest concern to public health.  EPA is making available a list of 275 hazardous substances that are candidates for a toxicological profiles if they arent already completed.  The internet address for the electronic copy is http://atsdr1.atsdr.cdc.gov:8080/atsdrhome.html.

Applicability: This notice is important to those individuals working on HTRW projects especially risk assessors.

11/20/97 p 62079 Joint NRC/EPA Guidance on Testing Requirements for Mixed Radioactive and Hazardous Waste
Action: Publication of Final Joint Guidance on testing Mixed Waste.

Summary: The NRC and EPA are jointly publishing this guidance on testing mixed waste.  The guidance emphasizes the use of process knowledge, whenever possible, to determine if a waste is hazardous as a way to reduce exposures to radioactivity.  Two strategies are offered to help minimize radiation exposures As Low As is Reasonably Achievable (ALARA) if testing is required.  One strategy is to limit the sample size to 100 grams as long as the resulting test is sufficiently sensitive to measure the constituents of regulatory interest.  The other strategy is to use a surrogate as long as it is chemically identical to the mixed waste.

Applicability: This publication will be of interest to individuals dealing with mixed waste under the HTRW program.

11/24/97 p 62523 The National Priorities List for Uncontrolled Hazardous Waste 

Sites; Listing and Deletion Policy for Federal Facilities

Action: Notice of Interim Final Policy StatementSummary:  This announces the RCRA/NPL Deferral Policy.  This allows Federal facilities to be addressed via RCRA corrective action in lieu of CERCLA response actions and NPL listing.  

This also announces the RCRA Deletion Policy which allows RCRA sites to be deleted from the National Priorities List when the site is being or will be adequately addressed by the RCRA corrective action program.

To defer to the RCRA program, generally the following criteria must be satisfied:

    1. The CERCLA site must be addressed by RCRA Subtitle C corrective action authorities under an existing enforceable order or permit containing corrective action provisions;

    2. The response under RCRA must be progressing adequately; and

    3. The state and community must support deferral of NPL listing.

Applicability:  This will be of general interest to the Civil Works community because of the potential for future NPL listings.   These policies will apply if a Civil Works site is ever proposed for NPL listing and also subject to RCRA corrective action.

11/25/97 p 62740 Uniform Hazardous Waste Manifest: Notice of Public Meeting
Action: Notice of Public Meeting.

Summary: The EPA announced public meetings for December 11, 1997 and January 8, 1998 regarding a project to revise RCRA regulations to reduce the paperwork burden when manifesting hazardous waste off-site.  Approaches being considered include use of automation to electronically prepare, transmit, and store manifests; the use of a streamlined paper form; easier access to manifest‑related information; and allowing some current manifest users alternatives to 

the traditional tracking system.

Applicability:  Outcomes of these meetings are expected to eventually impact the hazardous waste management activities at Corps facilities and projects.   EPA expects this to affect both small and large quantity generators of hazardous waste.

11/26/97 p 63135 Availability of a Proposed Plan for the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP)
Action: Notice of availability.

Summary: The Corps of Engineers is issuing a notice for a 60 day public comment period for the Proposed Plan for Ashland 1 and Ashland 2 sites, to excavate and dispose offsite of radioactively contaminated materials that exceed the 40 picocurie per gram Thorium-230 guideline.

Applicability: This would be of interest to individuals working with the FUSRAP program.

11/26/97 p 63224 Public Notice Concerning Changes to Nationwide Permit 26
Action: Notice of public comment.

Summary: The Corps of Engineers is requesting comments on three changes to the Nationwide Permit (NWP)26, which was published in the Federal Register (61 FR 65874) on Friday December 13, 1996.  The proposed changes are as follows: (1)The expiration of NWP 26 on December 13, 1998;  (2) the prohibition against filling or excavating more than 500 linear feet of stream bed under NWP 26; and (3) the prohibition against using the other NWPs with NWP 26 to authorize the loss of more than 3 acres of waters of the United States.

Applicability: This information would be of interest to individuals working 404 permits.

12/02/97 63812 Oil Pollution Prevention and Response; Non-Transportation Related Onshore and Offshore Facilities
Action: Proposed rule
Summary: EPA is proposing to revise the Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan requirements, found at 40 CFR part 112, to reduce its information collection burden.  Proposed revisions would: give facility owners or operators flexibility to use alternative formats for SPCC Plans, allow the use of certain records maintained pursuant to usual and customary business practices, or pursuant to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program, to be used in lieu of records mandated by the SPCC requirements; reduce the information required to be submitted after certain spill events; and extend the period in which SPCC Plans must be reviewed and evaluated.  
Applicability: This proposed rule may be of interest to sites that are subject to the SPCC regulations.
12/05/97 p 64504 Clarification of Standards for Hazardous Waste Land Disposal Restriction Treatment Variances
Action: Final rule

Summary: EPA is issuing clarifying amendments to the rule authorizing treatment varances from the national Land Disposal Restrictions (LDR) treatment standards.  The amendments are in response to comment and indicate the circumstances when application of the national treatment standard could be found to be inappropriate, specifically where the national treatment standard is unsuitable from a technical standpoint or where the national treatment standard would lead to environmentally counterproductive results by discouraging needed remediation.

Applicability: This will be of interest to individuals involved with the disposal of hazardous waste.

12/08/97 p 64636 Hazardous Waste Treatment, Storage, and Disposal Facilities and Hazardous Waste Generators; Organic Air Emission Standards for Tanks, Surface Impoundments, and Containers
Action: Final rule; Clarification and technical amendment

Summary: On 12/06/94 EPA promulgated the subpart CC standards to reduce organic air emissions from certain tanks, containers, and surface impoundments (including tanks and containers at generators facilities) used to manage hazardous waste.  Since publication of the final standards, EPA has given public notice and taken comments on several proposed revisions to the final rule, and has made corresponding amendments.  In response to public comments and inquiries, EPA is issuing clarifying amendments to certain regulatory text, and providing clarification of certain preamble language that was contained in previous documents for this rulemaking.

Applicability: This ruling will be of interest to Federal agencies that treat, store, or dispose of hazardous waste and are subject to RCRA subtitle C permitting requirements, or that accumulate hazardous waste on-site in RCRA permit-exempt tanks or containers pursuant to 40 CFR 262.34(a).

12/23/97 p 66898 & 66903 Hazardous Materials: Radiation Protection Program Requirement
Action: Revocation of direct final rule/Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Summary: RSPA has restored regulatory text removed by a 9/02/97 direct final rule regarding radiation program requirements and has issues a proposed rule for the program.  RSPA is proposing to amend the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR) to remove Subpart I of 49 CFR Part 172, Radiation Protection Program and related model provisions that require persons who offer, accept for transportation or transport radioactive materials to develop and maintain a written radiation protection program.   RSPA is inviting further comments on the need to withdraw or revise the radiation protection program requirements.  Comments must be received by 2/13/98.

Applicability: This will be of interest to individuals who offer, accept for transport, or transport radioactive materials.

12/30/97 p 68026 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone
Action: Final rule

Summary: This final rule establishes standards and requirements for the servicing of motor vehicle air conditioners (MVACs) that use any refrigerant other than CFC-12.  Also refrigerant (whether CFC-12 or a substitute) recovered from motor vehicles located at motor vehicle disposal facilities may be re-used in the MVAC service sector only if it has been properly recovered and reclaimed, or if it has been properly recovered by persons who are either employees, owners or operators of the facilities, or technicians certified under section 609 of the Act, using approved equipment, and subsequently recycled using approved refrigerant recycling equipment prior to use in recharging an MVAC or MVAC-like appliance.

Applicability: Facilities that service or dispose of motor vehicle air conditioners.

January 1998

February 1998

2/2/98 p 5255 Technical Assistance for Public Participation (TAPP) in Defense Environmental Restoration Activities
Action: Final rule

Summary: DoD finalized this rule to provide technical assistance to restoration advisory boards (RABs) and technical review committees (TRCs) established to review and comment on DOD environmental restoration activities.  This rule establishes the criteria for determining eligibility for funding for technical assistance to TRCs and RABs.

Applicability: This is directly applicable to FUDs and military installations conducting installation restoration activities.

02/03/98 p 5491 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone; Listing of Substitutes for Ozone Depleting Substances

Action: Notice of proposed rulemaking

Summary: EPA is issuing a preliminary decision under the Significant New Alternatives Policy (SNAP) to list the use of HFC-134a or HFC-152a gas in self-chilling cans as unacceptable for substitutes for CFC-12, R-502 or HCFC-22 refrigerants used in household refrigeration, transportation refrigeration, vending machines, cold storage warehouses, and retail food refrigeration (retrofit and new).  HFC-134a and HFC-152a have no ozone depletion potential, are low in toxicity, and are not volatile organic compounds.  However, they are both powerful greenhouse gases which contribute to global warming.  The decision to list the substitutes as unacceptable is due to the fact that self-chilling cans work via a heat transfer unit which contains a charge of the gas which is released to the atmosphere when the unit is activated.  

Applicability:   This notice of proposed rulemaking will be of interest to personnel at Civil Works Projects and Facilities who may have been considering the use of self-chilling cans to replace more traditional refrigeration equipment. 

2/6/98 p 6392 Effluent Limitations Guidelines, Pretreatment Standards and New Source Performance Standards for Industrial Waste Combustor Subcategory of the Waste Combustors Point Source Category
Action: Proposed rule

Summary:  EPA proposes effluent limitations standards for wastewater discharges from combustor facilities.

Applicability:  Requirements in this proposed rule may be considered relevant to incineration and boiler and industrial waste activities conducted during CERCLA response actions. 

2/6/98 p 6426 Effluent Limitations Guidelines, Pretreatment Standards, and New Source Performance Standards for the Landfills Point Source Category

Action: Proposed rule

Summary:  Pretreatment standards for wastewater discharges from stand-alone landfills unassociated with other industrial or commercial activities are proposed in this rule.

Applicability:  These proposed standards may be relevant to landfill remediation activities.
2/13/98 p 7606 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Consumer Confidence Report
Action:  Proposed rule

Summary:  EPA proposes to require annual reports to consumers by community water systems of the quality of water provided.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to those involved in Corps operations constituting community water systems.  It may also be a useful resource to those involved in ground water remediation projects because it contains a matrix of maximum contaminant levels, maximum contaminant level goals, and major sources of each constituent.

2/17/98 p 7710 National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Particulate Matter and Revised Requirements for Designation of Reference and Equivalent Methods for PM 2.5 and Ambient Air Quality Surveillance for Particulate Matter: Correction
Action:  Final rule; correction

Summary: EPA is making minor corrections to the final rules published on 18 July 1997 regarding 40 CFR 50, 53, and 58.

Applicability:  This may be of general interest to dealing with Clean Air Act issues.

2/17/98 p 7858 Reissuance of NPDES General Permits for Storm Water Discharges From Construction Activities
Action:  Notice of Final NPDES general permits

Summary:  EPA Regions 1,2,3,7,8,9 and 10 are reissuing final NPDES general permits for storm water discharges associated with construction activity.

Applicability:  Construction activities in the regions listed above which involve greater than 5 acres may want to take advantage of this general permit option in lieu of obtaining an individual permit.  

2/18/98 p 8140 Hazardous Material In Intrastate Commerce; Technical Amendments
Action:  Final rule

Summary:  This provides technical amendments to the 8 Jan 97 Rule regarding expansion of the hazardous materials regulations to intrastate transportation of hazardous materials.  Among other items, this specifies marking requirements for bulk Class 9 materials using the materials of trade exclusion.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to those utilizing the materials of trade exception for Class 9 material.

2/18/98 p 8284 Reimbursement to Local Governments for Emergency Response to Hazardous Substance Releases
Action:  Final rule

Summary:  EPA is streamlining procedures to reimburse local governments for emergency response costs.

Applicability:  Though not directly applicable to Corps of Engineer activities, this may be of general interest to those involved emergency response actions.

2/18/98 p 8197 Announcement and Publication of the Policy for Municipality and Municipal Solid Waste; CERCLA Settlement at NPL Co-Disposal Sites
Action:  Notice

Summary:  In this Federal Register notice, EPA identifies a settlement methodology for municipal solid waste generators and transporters who seek to resolve their liability at National Priority Listed Sites.  It is EPAs general approach not to identify municipal solid waste generators and transporters as PRPs, but rather to offer settlements to these parties.

Applicability:  This may be of general interest to those in the Superfund program dealing with Municipal Solid Waste Landfills. 

02/23/98 p 9051 Federal Acquisition Regulation; Federal Compliance With Right-To-Know Laws and Pollution Prevention Requirements

Action: Interim rule adopted as final with changes

Summary: The new F.A.R. clause 52.223-5 applies to contractors at Federal facilities and reads as follows, The Contractor shall provide all information needed by the Federal facility to comply with the emergency planning reporting requirements of Section 302 of EPCRA; the emergency notice requirements of Section 304 of EPCRA; the list of MSDSs required by Section 311 of EPCRA; the emergency and hazardous chemical inventory forms of Section 312 of EPCRA; the toxic chemical release inventory of Section 313 of EPCRA, including the reduction and recycling information required by Section 6607 of the Pollution Prevention Act; and the toxic chemical reduction goals requirements of Section 3-302 of Executive Order 12856.
Applicability: Personnel at Federal Facilities should ensure that contractors provide them the required information (on contracts after the effective date of the new requirement, which is 24 April 1998).

2/24/98 p 9151 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone
Action:  Notice of acceptability

Summary:  This expands the list of acceptable substitutes for ozone-depleting substances.

Applicability:  This may be of interest to USACE personnel seeking acceptable substitutes for ozone depleting substances used as refrigerants or cleaning agents.

2/25/98 p 9541 Superfund Program; Revisions to Model CERCLA RD/RA Consent Decree
Action:  Notice
Summary: EPA is publishing revisions to the Model CERCLA Remedial Design/Remedial Action Consent Decree regarding access and institutional controls.

Applicability: This applies to real estate transactions involving properties utilizing institutional controls to address residual contamination.  It contains model language to be used for providing notice to successors-in-title.

03/02/98 p 10218 Evaluation of Dredged Material Proposed for Discharge in Waters of the U.S. -- Testing Manual

Action: Notice of Availability

Summary: EPA is announcing the availability of the final testing manual for dredged material to be discharged to waters of the US.  The manual is also known as the, Inland Testing Manual (ITM).  The document is available electronically on the Internet at EPAs website at http://www.epa.gov/OST/ and at the Corps Dredging Operations Technical Support home page at http://www.wes.army.mil/el/dots/

Applicability: This notice will be of interest to those involved in dredging operations.

03/02/98 p 10273 Announcement of the Drinking Water Contaminant Candidate List

Action: Notice

Summary: EPA has issued its Drinking Water Contaminant Candidate List (CCL) as required by the Safe Drinking Water Act, as amended in 1996.  The CCL is a list of contaminants known or expected to be present in public water systems and for which there are no proposed or promulgated national drinking water standards.   Contaminants on the list may require regulation in future.

Applicability: While the CCL itself does not have any associated regulatory requirements, it may be of interest to personnel who are involved in compliance issues related to public drinking water systems.

03/05/98 p 11083 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Manufacture of Halon Blends, Intentional Release of Halon, Technical Training and Disposal of Halon and Halon Containing Equipment

Action: Final Rule

Summary: In this rule, EPA is establishing a ban on the intentional release of halons during training of technicians and during testing, repair and disposal of halon containing equipment.  EPA is also requiring training for technicians who work on halon containing equipment as well as establishing requirements for proper disposal of halon and halon containing equipment.  Owners of halon containing equipment can dispose of it only by sending it to one of the following for halon recovery:

-- a fire equipment distributor

-- a manufacturer

-- a halon recycler operating in accordance with NFPA 10 and 12A Standards

Halon itself must be disposed of by sending it to a halon recycler for recycling or destroyed via liquid injection incineration, reactor cracking, or gaseous/fume oxidation.  Equipment that contains a de minimis quantity of halon (i.e., at atmospheric pressure) is exempt from the requirements.  Training for technicians servicing halon equipment must be provided by the employer, however, there are no record keeping requirements for the training.  There are several exemptions for fire extinguishing systems used onboard aircraft and for aircraft engine nacelle fire suppression systems.  For more specific details on these exemptions, individuals should read the Federal Register.

Applicability: Many DoD installations have total flooding halon fire extinguishing systems as well as hand held halon fire extinguishers.  These requirements are applicable if DoD performs their own servicing and maintenance of these systems.  Disposal requirements will apply if and when the installation decides to dispose of the halon/halon containing equipment.

03/06/98 p 11253 Notice of Intent for Stormwater Discharges Associated With Construction Activity

Action: Notice

Summary: EPA is announcing the OMB approval of a revised Notice of Intent (NOI) form for stormwater discharges from construction activity.  The new form (EPA Form No. 3510-9) will replace all previous NOI forms.  A copy of the new form is provided in Federal Register notice.  This form is applicable in EPA Regions 1-3 and 7-10.

Applicability: The availability of the new form should be of interest to personnel responsible for providing notice of intent to discharge stormwater runoff from construction activities.

03/12/98 p 12094 EPA Position Statement on Environmental Management Systems and ISO 14001 and a Request for Comments on the Nature of the Data To Be Collected From Environmental Management System/ISO 14001 Pilots

Action: Position Statement

Summary: EPA is providing a document addressing their position on Environmental Management Systems (EMSs), including those based upon ISO 14001.  EPA also discusses the evaluation stage EPA is entering concerning EMSs.

Applicability: EPAs position on EMSs will be of interest to those currently considering or actively developing an EMS for their project/installation/activity.

03/19/98 p 13460 Administrative Reporting Exemptions for Certain Radionuclide Releases

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA is broadening existing reporting exemptions under CERCLA and EPCRA for releases of naturally occurring radionuclides.  The exemption applies to releases of naturally occurring radionuclides associated with certain land disturbance activities.   

Applicability: The final rule will be of interest to personnel at facilities that may have releases of naturally occurring radionuclides and that have been granted an administrative reporting exemption for such releases.

03/24/98 p 14109 Clean Water Act; Clean Water Action Plan

Action: Notice of Availability

Summary: EPA is announcing the availability of its Clean Water Action Plan.  It is available electronically on the Internet at http://www.nhq.nrcs.usda.gov/cleanwater/ or at http://www.epa.gov/cleanwater/

Applicability: The Clean Water Action Plan should be of interest to personnel responsible for compliance with Clean Water Act requirements.

03/27/98 p 15005 Aerospace Manufacturing and Rework Facilities; National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants and Control Techniques Guideline Document for Source Categories

Action: Final Rule and release of final control techniques guideline (CTG) document

Summary: EPA is finalizing several amendments to the national emission standard for hazardous air pollutants (NESHAP) for aerospace manufacturing and rework facilities.

Applicability: This ruling will be of interest to personnel involved with Clean Air Act compliance issues associated with aerospace manufacturing and rework operations.  This includes aircraft cleaning, painting and repair activities.

03/27/98 p 15063 Public Review Draft Guidelines for the Certification and Recertification of the Operators of Community and Nontransient Noncommunity Public Water Systems

Action: Notice

Summary: EPA is seeking public comments on their draft certification and recertification guidelines.  The guidelines are published in the notice and comments are due to EPA by June 25, 1998.

Applicability: Personnel involved with or requiring certification/recertification for the subject public water systems may wish to comment on the guidelines proposed by EPA.

03/31/98 p 15621 Final National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for Storm Water Discharges From Construction Activities

Action: Notice

Summary: EPA is publishing the final NPDES General Permit for storm water discharges form construction activities for the following areas in EPA Region 4:

- Indian Country and Lands within the State of Alabama

- The State of Florida

- Indian Country and Lands within the State of Florida

- Indian Country and Lands within the State of Mississippi

- Indian Country and Lands within the State of North Carolina

Applicability: This notice will be of interest to personnel responsible for compliance with storm water discharge permitting issues during construction activities.

04/01/98 p 16070 Improvements to Hazardous Materials Identification Systems Editorial Revisions and Responses to Petitions for Reconsideration and Appeal

Action: Final Rule; technical amendments and responses to petitions for reconsideration and an appeal

Summary: The primary changes include: clarifying requirements for display of identification numbers for large quantity shipments of hazardous materials (49 CFR 172.301(a)(3); revising requirements for display of identification numbers for non-bulk packages of hazardous materials that are poisonous by inhalation in Hazard Zone A or B (49 CFR 172.313(c); and providing alternative methods for marking the carriers telephone number on the exterior of a highway transport vehicle containing hazardous materials that is disconnected from its motive power and not marked with an identification number (49 CFR 172.606(b)(3) and (c).  Other minor technical and editorial changes are also made.  Improved safety for transportation workers, emergency responders, and the public should be realized as a result of this rulemaking.

Applicability: This ruling will be interest to personnel that are involved in the placarding and transportation of hazardous materials.

04/02/98 p 16182 Water Quality Standards; Establishment of Numeric Criteria for Priority Toxic Pollutants; States Compliance --Revision of Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) Criteria

Action: Proposed Rule; Comments are due to EPA by June 1, 1998.

Summary: EPA is proposing revisions to the human health water quality criteria for PCBs in the National Toxics Rule (NTR), based on the Agencys reassessment of the cancer potency of PCBs.

Applicability: Entities discharging pollutants to waters of the United States in NTR states could be affected by this rulemaking.  These entities may be affected since water quality criteria are part of water quality standards that in turn are used in developing NPDES permit limits.  

04/17/98 p 19216 Accidental Release Prevention Requirements: Risk Management Programs Under Clean Air Act Section 112(r); Amendments
Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA is amending the risk management program (RMP) regulations to reflect the governments adoption of a new industrial classification system, to add some data elements to the RMP, to establish explicit procedures for protecting confidential information, and to clarify certain items.  These changes will bring the rule up to date with the new industrial classification system, provide information in the RMP that will make the data more useful, and clarify procedures and requirements.

Applicability: This rule will be of interest to personnel at project/installations at which CAA Title III 112(r) threshold quantities of regulated substances are exceeded and are required to comply with RMP requirements.

04/22/98 p 20038 Maximum Contaminant Level Goals and National Primary Drinking Water Regulations for Lead and Copper
Action: Notice of data availability with request for comment

Summary:  On April 12, 1996, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published proposed minor revisions to the National Primary Drinking Water Regulations (NPDWRS) for Lead and Copper (61 FR 16348). EPA is providing additional information that the Agency is considering for public review and comment. The Agency also is soliciting comment on several additional options that EPA is considering for adoption into the final regulatory revisions.
Applicability:  This may be of general interests to Civil Works projects and facilities constituting pubic water systems and which monitor for lead and copper.

4/23/98, page 20187 Request for Comment on Proposed Statement of Policy Regarding 

Spent Antifreeze
Action: Request for Comments

Summary: The Antifreeze Coalition requested a categorically exclusion for used antifreeze.  In support of that request, they provided both qualitative and quantitative data to EPA which indicates that used antifreeze rarely fails TCLP for lead.  They also provided information indicating that changes in radiator technology greatly reduce the likelihood that spent antifreeze will fail the toxicity characteristic for lead. In this Federal Register, EPA is  seeking any additional data on the composition of spent antifreeze, not only regarding lead, but other hazardous constituents as well that may render spent antifreeze hazardous waste under RCRA.  EPA believes that even if antifreeze is unlikely to meet the definition of a hazardous waste, rather than going through rulemaking to exclude it, it may be sufficient to issue a policy statement regarding the status of spent antifreeze and the unlikelihood that it will be a hazardous waste.  EPA requests comments on adopting this approach.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to personnel generating spent antifreeze.  If  any Corps Project or facility has data in support of this topic and wishes to submit this information to EPA, comments are due by 22 June 1998.

04/27/98 p 21682 Semiannual Regulatory Agenda, April 1998
Action: Semiannual regulatory agenda

Summary: The Unified Agenda of Federal Regulatory and Deregulatory Actions (Unified Agenda) is published twice yearly and provides information, in a uniform format, about regulations that the Government is considering or reviewing.  This edition includes regulatory agendas from 62 Federal departments and agencies.

Applicability: The Unified Agenda will be of interest to anyone who is tracking the status of current rule making activities.

04/28/98 p 23362 Revisions to State Primacy Requirements to Implement Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments
Action: Final Rule; interpretation

Summary: Todays action amends the regulations that set forth the requirements for States to obtain and retain primary enforcement authority (primacy) for the Public Water System Supervision (PWSS) program under section 1413 of the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), and also expands the definition of a public water system (PWS).

Applicability: This will be of interest to facilities which have primary enforcement authority for the PWSS program and those which meet the criteria of the PWS definition. 

05/04/98 p 24595 Organobromine Production Wastes; Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste; Land Disposal Restrictions; Listing of CERCLA Hazardous Substances, Reportable Quantities; Final Rule
Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA is adding two new hazardous waste codes to its current lists of hazardous waste found in 40 CFR part 261.  K140 pertains to floor sweepings, off-specification product and spent filter media from the production of 2,4,6-tribromophenol.  The other waste code, U408,  is being added both to the list of commercial chemical products and to the list of hazardous constituents in Appendix VIII of 40 CFR part 261.  
Applicability: This will be of interest to generators of the listed waste solids and filter cartridges from the production of 2,4,6-tribromophenol; or the product 2,4,6-tribromophenol, or entities that treat, store, transport, or dispose of these wastes.   

05/05/98 p 24749 National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Halogenated Solvent Cleaning
Action: Final rule; Notice of temporary stay

Summary: EPA is announcing a three month stay of execution for the National Emission Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) for certain solvent cleaning machines meeting the criteria describing a continuous web cleaning machine using halogenated hazardous air pollutant (HAP) solvents.  A continuous web cleaning machine cleans parts such as film, coils, wire and metal strips at rates exceeding 11 feet per minute.  The stay is effective until August 3, 1998.  EPA is also proposing to extend the compliance date for one year for sources affected by the stay.

Applicability: This ruling will be of interest to personnel who operate continuous web cleaning machines using halogenated HAP solvents and who have not yet met the NESHAP standard for said cleaning machines.  They will have an additional three months to come into compliance with the standard.

05/06/98 p 24963 Hazardous Waste Management System; Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste; Recycled Used Oil Management Standards

Action: Direct final rule

Summary: Technical amendments were made to clarify the original intent of the used oil regulations.  This rule clarifies that oil containing greater than 50 ppm PCB is regulated under TSCA, not the used oil management regulations in 40 CFR 279.  It also clarifies that marketers of on-specification used oil need only keep records of the shipment to the facility to which it delivers the oil.  It does not require the marketer to keep records of subsequent shipments all the way to the burner.  It also clarifies that mixtures of used oil and conditionally exempt small quantity generator waste is subject to used oil regulation regardless of how the oil is being recycled.  It also clarifies that spill response requirements within the used oil regulations only apply in non-authorized states.  For authorized states, the spill response requirements are not effective until the state adopts the used oil requirements.

Applicability: This applies to used oil generators, but merely clarifies what was already intended by the original rule, so should not affect ongoing operations.

05/06/98 p 25037 Contaminated Sediment Management Strategy
Action: Notice of Availability

Summary: This announces the availability of EPAs Contaminated Sediment Management Strategy.  The four goals are: (1) Prevent the volume of contaminated sediment from increasing; (2) reduce the volume of existing contaminated sediment; (3) ensure that sediment dredging and dredged material disposal are managed in an environmentally sound manner; and (4) develop scientifically sound sediment management tools for use in pollution prevention, source control, remediation, and dredged material management.

Applicability: This document may be of interest to those dealing with dredge material.  For copies of the management strategy, (EPA document number EPA 823-R-98-001) contact PEA at 1-800-490-9198 or it can be downloaded from the Office of Science and Technologys homepage on the Internet at http:www.epa.gov/OST/.

05/08/98 p 25739 Definition of a Public Water System in SDWA Section 1401(4) as Amended by the 1996 SDWA Amendment

Action: Notice, request for comments by 22 June 1998

Summary: EPA is seeking comments regarding a change in the definition of a public water system under the Safe Drinking Water Act.  It was defined as a system that provided piped water for human consumption to the public and had at least fifteen service connections or regularly served at least twenty-five individuals, the 1996 amendment of the SDWA expanded the definition to include constructed conveyances such as irrigation canals.  The definition of a public water system is central to delineating the scope of many SDWA requirements and this notice is designed to solicit public comment on the specific provisions in the new definition and its suggested implementation.

Applicability: Facilities providing water for human consumption which previously did not meet the definition of a public water system should be reassessed in light of the change in definition.

05/11/98 p 25901 Supplemental Notice for the Finding of Significant Contribution and Rulemaking for Certain States in the Ozone Transport Assessment Group Region for Purposes of Reducing Regional Transport of Ozone

Action: Supplemental Notice of Proposed rule

Summary: EPA is supplementing the 7 Nov 97 notice of proposed rulemaking.  This action augments EPAs proposal to require certain States to submit State implementation plan (SIP) measures to ensure that emissions reductions are achieved as needed to mitigate transport of ozone (smog) pollution and one of its main precursors -- emissions of oxides of nitrogen (Nox) -- across State boundaries in the eastern half of the United States.

Applicability: This will be of interest to personnel at projects located in ozone transport regions who may have to meet stricter emission limits for ozone precursors in response to more stringent SIP requirement.

05/21/98 p 27957 Interim Policy for Addressing Public Health and Welfare Impacts Caused by Wildland and Prescribed Fires in the Nations Wildlands
Action: Notice of availability

Summary: EPA is announcing it has issued an interim policy for wildland and prescribed fires set for management of natural resources purposes.  The policy covers health impacts resulting from such fires.  The policy will be in interim status until such time as EPA can obtain input from USDAs Air Quality Task Force on how to address health impacts from agricultural burning and until EPA finalizes its regional haze program regulations.  The policy and a fact sheet addressing major points of the policy are available via the internet at http://www.epa.gov/ttn/oarpg.  Click on recent actions to access both the policy statement and the fact sheet.

Applicability: Personnel at projects engaging in wildland (forest and grassland) prescribed burning need to read this policy.  Also, the Clean Air Act contains requirements for actions conducted by Federal agencies having a potential to impact air quality to conform to applicable State requirements.  The policy addresses how conformity issues are addressed for prescribed burning activities.

 5/26/98 p 288555 Land Disposal Restrictions Phase IV: Final Rule Promulgating Treatment Standards for Metal Wastes and Mineral Processing Wastes; Mineral Processing Secondary Materials and Bevill Exclusion Issues; Treatment Standards for Hazardous Soils, and Exclusion of Recycled Wood Preserving Wastewaters

Action: Final rule

Summary: Land disposal restrictions treatment standards for metal-bearing wastes are promulgated which now require treatment for underlying hazardous constituents as well as for the constituent which caused the waste to exhibit a characteristic.  This rule also revises the universal treatment standards for twelve metal constituents, which means that listed and characteristic wastes containing one or more of these constituents may have to meet different standards than previously required.  Another important aspect of this rule is that it provides alternative LDR treatment standards for soil contaminated with hazardous waste.  The purpose of this revision is to create standards which are more technically and environmentally appropriate to contaminated soils than those which currently apply.  The land disposal restriction treatment standards for soil require that constituents subject to treatment be reduced by 90% with treatment for any given constituent capped at ten times the universal treatment standard.  In this rule, EPA is also amending regulations which define when secondary materials from mineral processing are considered to be wastes and potentially subject to Land Disposal Restrictions.  The intended effect is to encourage safe recycling of mineral processing secondary materials by reducing regulatory obstacles to recycling, while ensuring that hazardous wastes are properly treated and disposed.

Applicability: Requirements of this rule are expected to apply to personnel involved in disposal activities for hazardous waste.   

6/1/98 p 29668 Hazardous Materials Ticketing Program

Action: Notification continuing the ticketing program
Summary: On May 15, 1996 Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) implemented a pilot program for issuing tickets for certain hazardous materials transportation violations. The goal of the program was to streamline administrative procedures and to cut costs. Tickets were issued for violations that had little or no direct impact on safety. Through the program, penalties for these types of violations were substantially reduced from those that would result from a formal notice of  of probable violation. If the ticket was paid and evidence that the violation was corrected was presented to DOT the matter was considered closed. RSPA feels that the program has merit and is notifying the public that the program will continue.

Applicability: Although it is unlikely that a USACE employee would receive a hazardous materials ticket violation directly, contractors supporting USACE field activities may be checked by DOT and ticketed if they are not in compliance with the hazardous materials regulations. It is important that personnel involved in the shipment of hazardous materials continue to monitor contractor hazardous materials activities to avoid situations warranting a ticket from DOT to USACE as a shipper of hazardous materials.

6/3/98 p 30301 Lead; Identification of Dangerous Levels of Lead

Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA is proposing a set of standards for lead-based paint hazards for most pre-1978 housing and child-occupied buildings.   The proposed rule would establish the standard for a lead-based paint hazard as lead-based paint of more than 10 square feet of deteriorated paint on exterior components with large surface areas, more than 2 square feet of deteriorated paint on interior components with large surface areas, or deteriorated paint more than 10 percent of the total surface area of exterior or interior components with small surface areas (e.g., trim, baseboards).  EPA is also proposing a standard for a dust-lead hazard as the average level of lead in dust that equals or exceeds 50 micrograms per square foot on uncarpeted floors and 250 micrograms per square foot on interior window sills.  And finally, EPA is proposing a soil-lead hazard standard of 2000 parts per million (ppm) based upon a yard-wide average soil-lead concentration.  EPA is planning to develop a guidance document to accompany the final regulation.

Applicability: This rule will be of interest to Corps Projects and Facilities at which residential or child occupied facilities (e.g., daycares, schools, etc.) are located and are owned by the Federal Government.  The proposed rule establishes and defines hazards that may have to be abated prior to selling certain of those buildings.
6/4/98 p 30411 Hazardous Materials: Formal Interpretation of Regulations

Action: Formal interpretation of regulations
Summary: DOT has issued a formal interpretation of regulations as they pertain to carrier and shipper responsibility. If a shipment is declared a hazardous material, a carrier is not allowed to solely rely on a shipper certification if there is evidence of noncompliance (i.e. proper shipping name, label, mark etc.). DOT also indicated that for undeclared or hidden packages, the person that first offered the hazardous material for shipment improperly would likely be the party subject to penalties, however, DOT also indicated that function specific training for carrier personnel in recognition of suspicious packages is appropriate.

Applicability: Those who follow hazardous materials transportation regulations will find clarification useful.

6/8/98 p 31267 Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Programs; Amendments to Hazardous Chemical Reporting Thresholds, Streamlining Requirements

Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA is proposing some fairly significant changes to current EPCRA section 311 and 312 reporting thresholds.  They are proposing to raise the section 311 and 312 reporting thresholds for gasoline and diesel fuel in underground storage tanks at retail gas stations to 75,000 gallons and 100,000 gallons, respectively.  The fuel must be stored entirely underground and the tanks subject to RCRA underground storage tank requirements.  EPA is also proposing to establish an infinite threshold for certain chemicals, which though may be classified as OSHA hazardous chemicals, do not pose a risk to the community or emergency responders regardless of the amount stored on-site.  The last major change EPA is proposing would eliminate reporting requirements for sand, gravel, and rock salt stored at a facility.  And finally, EPA has included the EPCRA regulations completely rewritten in plain English style which are much more easy to read and understand.  The rewritten regulations do not make any substantive changes to existing requirements outside of those requirements that have been specifically identified for change in the proposed rule.  

Applicability: While most Corps Projects and Facilities will not meet the definition of a retail gas station themselves, there may be instances where an outgrant may, which will in turn alter the lessees EPCRA reporting requirements if they store gasoline or diesel in quantities below the newly proposed thresholds.  (Note: The proposed rule specifically states that vehicle fleet fueling stations and marinas are not allowed to use the higher reporting thresholds.)  However, some projects or facilities may currently be doing section 311 and 312 reporting for substances that will meet the requirements to qualify for an infinite threshold.  Also, many personnel have been reporting sand and gravel.  Personnel doing this type of reporting will be very interested in the proposed rule and the potential reporting relief it provides.  The new plain English language is very easy to read (it is in a question and answer format) and personnel who previously had trouble understanding the EPCRA regulations will find the new language much easier to understand.

6/11/98 p 31932 Removal of the Prohibition on the Use of Point of Use Devices for Compliance with Nation Primary Drinking Water Regulations

Action: Final Rule
Summary: EPA is formally removing the prohibition on the use of Point of Use devices to meet drinking water standards. Facilities providing drinking water to the public were previously prohibited from using Point of Use devices and bottled water to meet MCLs for other than a short term measure. The Point of Use prohibition has been deleted from 40 CFR 141.101.
Applicability: EPA is formalizing the authorization of Point of Use devices as an allowable measure to meet MCLs. This regulation may be relevant to those designing groundwater remediation systems impacting public drinking water supplies.
6/19/98 p 33781 Hazardous Waste Combustors Revised Standards

Action: Final rule

Summary: A comparable fuel exclusion is provided by this rule which allows hazardous wastes which are similar physically and chemically to fossil fuels to be excluded from the definition of solid waste and thereby excluded from being regulated as hazardous waste when burned for energy recovery.  To utilize the exclusion, the generator must submit a one-time notice to the Regional or State RCRA and Clean Air Act Directors where the fuel will be burned regarding the activity; must obtain a one-time notice from the burner certifying that it will only burn the fuel in an industrial furnace, industrial boiler, or hazardous waste incinerator; and must have a waste analysis plan.

Applicability: This may indirectly apply to Civil Works projects and facilities when they send their ignitable wastes to a treatment, storage, or disposal facility which may ultimately utilize this exclusion for certain hazardous waste. There may be opportunities for Civil Works projects and facilities to minimize their waste generating activities by utilizing this exclusion.

6/29/98 p 35383 Disposal of Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)

Action: Final rule; effective 28 August 1998

Summary: EPA is amending its rules under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) which address the manufacture, processing, distribution in commerce, use, cleanup, storage and disposal of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).  This rule provides flexibility in selecting disposal technologies for PCB wastes and expands the list of available decontamination procedures; provides less burdensome mechanisms for obtaining EPA approval for a variety of activities; clarifies and/or modifies certain provisions where implementation questions have arisen; modifies the requirements regarding the use and disposal of PCB equipment; and addresses outstanding issues associated with the notification and manifesting of PCB wastes and changes in the operation of commercial storage facilities.  This rule also codifies policies that EPA has developed and implemented over the past 19 years.  This rule will streamline procedures and focuses on self-implementing requirements and the elimination of duplication.  Some activities currently requiring PCB disposal approvals will no longer require those approvals.  But the final rule does not include three items that were addressed in the 1994 proposal; (1) import for disposal; (2) export for disposal; and authorized uses pertaining to non-liquid PCBs (i.e. paints, caulking, damp proof coatings).  These issues will be addressed separately at a later date.  The Corps was particularly interested in the authorized uses pertaining to non-liquid PCBs section.    

Applicability: This rule will be of interest to Corps personnel  involved in the use, cleanup, storage and disposal PCBs.

7/6/98 p 36490 Reissue of NPDES General Permits for Storm Water Discharges from Construction Activities in Region 6.

Action:  Notice of final NPDES general permits

Summary: EPA is issuing the final NPDES general permits for storm water discharges associated with construction activity in Region 6. 

Applicability: This will apply to persons requiring storm water permits in Region 6.

7/10/98 p 37454 Transportation of Hazardous Materials; Miscellaneous Amendments

Action: Final rule

Summary:  This amends Hazardous Material Regulations. The regulatory changes update, clarify or provide relief from certain regulatory requirements.  Effective date of these

amendments is October 1, 1998 and compliance is authorized after August 24, 1998. Modifications include addition of self-defense spray to the hazardous material table and modification of 49 CFR 171.8 regarding marine pollutants to refer reader to an applicability section in 49 CFR 171.4.  It also addresses exceptions for hazardous materials on passenger aircraft for personal use.  
Applicability: These changes are very specific in nature and are unlikely to impact Civil Works projects or facilities.  However, this rule may be of general interest to hazmat employees.

7/14/98 p 37780 Hazardous Waste Management System; Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste; Recycled Used Oil Management Standards

Action:  Removal of direct final rule amendments

Summary:  Due to comments received on the direct final rule of 6 May 1998, EPA is removing portions of those used oil standards. Portions reversed include requirements for mixtures of used oil with conditionally exempt small quantity generator waste, used oil contaminated with PCBs, and recordkeeping requirements for marketers of used oil that meets the used oil fuel specification.

Applicability: This applies to used oil generators, but because it merely reverses recent changes, it is not expected to have any significant impact.

7/15/98 p 38139 Hazardous Waste Management System; Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste; Petroleum Refining Process Wastes; and Land Disposal Restriction for Newly Hazardous Wastes
Action: Notice of Data Availability and Request for Comment

Summary:  EPA is making available data related to a previous notice regarding broadening of the existing RCRA exclusion for petroleum refining wastes.  Particularly, EPA is assessing whether or not, as a result of new information, the proposed rule should also exclude oil bearing hazardous secondary materials when inserted into gasification units.

Applicability: This is not expected to apply to the Corps, but may be of general interest to those tracking comparable fuel regulations.

7/28/98 p 40247 NPL for Uncontrolled Hazardous Waste Sites Proposed Rule Number 25.
Action: Proposed rule

Summary: EPA is proposing to add sites to the NPL list.

Applicability: Three federal facilities are proposed for listing, Andrews Air Force Base, Brandywine DRMO, and Little Creek Naval Amphibious Base.

7/29/98  p 40586 Revisions to the Underground Injection Control Regulations for Class V Injection Wells 

Action:  Proposed rule

Summary: EPA proposes to change Class V underground injection control regulations for wells that pose a high risk when located in ground water based source waster protection areas. 

Applicability:  This proposed rule applies to large-capacity cesspools and motor vehicle waste disposal wells.

7/31/98 p 41134 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Analytical Methods

for Certain Pesticides and Microbial Contaminants
Action:  Proposed rule.

Summary: EPA is proposing to approve the use of a new membrane filter medium for the simultaneous detection of total coliform and Escherichia coli (E. coli) and three revised chemical analytical methods for compliance determinations of acid herbicides and diquat in drinking

water.

Applicability: This may be of interest to those involved in drinking water sampling or analysis.

8/5/98 p 41940 Definition of a Public Water System in SDWA Section 1401(4) as 

Amended by the 1996 SDWA Amendments

Action: Notice

Summary: The definition of a ``public water system'' (PWS) is central to delineating the scope of many Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) requirements. The 1996 amendments to the SDWA broadened the definition of ``public water system'' to include systems providing water for human 

consumption that deliver this water by ``constructed conveyances'', such as irrigation canals. Under amended Section 1401(4), if a water supplier provides water for human consumption through constructed conveyances other than pipes to at least twenty‑five individuals or fifteen connections at any time on or after August 6, 1998, the supplier is considered a PWS.

Applicability: Personnel at facilities with PWS utilizing constructed conveyances should be aware of this change and make a determination as to whether any water supply systems not previously meeting the definition of a public water system may now be subject to regulation.
8/11/98 p 42728 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Halon Recycling and Recovery Equipment Certification

Action: Direct Final Determination

Summary: EPA has determined that it is neither necessary nor appropriate to require halons to be removed from equipment only through the use of certified equipment.  (Note: Halons are group II, Class I ozone depleting substances (ODS)).   EPA has made this determination based upon research which indicates that the majority of halon recovery and recycling equipment currently in use consists of highly efficient systems achieving a minimum of 98% halon recovery. EPA has therefore determined that no further environmental benefits can be attained by implementing a halon recovery and recycling equipment certification program.

Applicability: This determination will be of interest to personnel responsible for halon recovery or recycling operations.   
8/19/98 p 44511  National Primary Drinking Water Regulation: Consumer Confidence 
Action: Final rule

Summary:  This requires community water systems to prepare and provide to their customers annual consumer confidence reports on the quality of the water delivered by the system.  

Applicability:  This applies to systems with at least 15 connections used by year-round residents or which regularly serves at least 25 year-round residents.  

8/25/98 p 45298 Uniform National Discharge Standards for Vessels of the Armed Forces

Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: This proposed rule constitutes Phase I of a three phase process to set uniform national discharge standards (UNDS) for armed forces vessels.  The proposed Phase I will establish which types of discharges warrant control by a marine pollution control device (MPCD) based upon anticipated environmental impacts. Phases II will promulgate MPCD performance standards. Phase III will specify design, construction, installation and use of MCPD requirements.

Applicability: This proposed rule may be of interest to personnel responsible for the operation of armed forces vessels. (Note: This regulation contains a specific exclusion for vessels under the jurisdiction of the Corps of Engineers.)
Note of Interest: The PCB mega-amendment went final on 28 August 1998.  Roughly 80 issues are being addressed by this final rule.  Some changes are of a clarifying nature, while others represent a significant departure from the way EPA has handled these issues in the past.  

A Time Critical Note of Interest:  Section 761.30(a)(1)(vi)(A) states ...  no later than December 28, 1998 all owners of PCB Transformers, including those in storage for reuse, must register their transformers with the Environmental Protection Agency. ...  The registration should be done using EPA Form 7720-12.  Copies of this form can be printed from the EPA PCB homepage at the following address: www.epa.gov/opptintr/pcb/772012.pdf ... if you are unable to access this form in the pdf format, contact Claudia Wiethop, HTRW-CX, (402) 697-2561.   A fact sheet addressing significant changes from this rulemaking will be out in October.  A fact sheet will be prepared by the CX addressing changes from the new rulemaking.

9/01/98 p 46525 National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Aerospace Manufacturing and Rework Facilities

Action: Final Rule

Summary: This rule finalizes amendments to the national emission standards for hazardous air pollutants (NESHAP) for aerospace manufacturing and rework facilities.  Owners or operators of facilities that manufacturer or rework commercial, civil or military aerospace vehicles or components may be regulated by this rule.  The federal government may be regulated if the facility is a major source of hazardous air pollutants and manufactures, reworks, or repairs aircraft, helicopters, missiles, rockets and space vehicles.  This rule provides additional requirements or clarifications to definitions, cleaning operations, topcoat and primer application operations, depainting operations, monitoring requirements, recordkeeping requirements and reporting requirements.

Applicability: This rule will be of interest to DoD facilities that perform rework on aircraft, helicopters, missiles, rockets, and space vehicles.

9/03/98 p 47097  National Primary Water Regulations: Analytical Methods for Regulated Drinking Water Contaminants
Action: Final Rule and Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA is approving the use of updated versions of ASTM methods, Standard Methods for Examination of Water and Wastewater and EPA approved analytical methods for compliance determinations of chemical and microbiological contaminants in drinking water.  EPA is withdrawing approval of the previous 14 EPA methods.  This rule becomes effective January 4, 1999 if no significant adverse comments are not received by November 2, 1998.  EPA is amending the regulation to change the composition of Performance Evaluation (PE) samples and require successful analysis of PE samples once every year.

Applicability: This rule will be of interest to COE personnel involved with specifying analytical testing and laboratories performing analytical testing on drinking water from public water systems.

9/10/98 p 48565 Hazardous Materials: Withdrawal of Radiation Protection Program Requirement

Action: Final Rule

Summary: The Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) is removing the regulations on Radiation Protection Program and other related provisions for persons who offer, accept for transportation, or transport radioactive materials (Class 7) to develop and maintain a written radiation protection program.  This rule does not change the requirement that hazmat employees be trained in accordance with subpart H of 49 CFR 172.  This would mean that an employee that handles and transports radioactive materials shall receive general awareness and function specific training for radioactive materials.

Applicability: This rule would be of interest to COE personnel involved with handling and transporting radioactive materials.

9/16/98 p 49442 Revision of Standards of Performance for Nitrogen Oxide Emissions From New Fossil-Fuel Fired Steam Generating Units; Revisions to Reporting Requirements for Standards of Performance for New Fossil-Fuel Fired Steam Generating Units
Action: Final rule

Summary: This rule, effective November 16, 1998, changes the final NOx emissions by reducing the numerical NOx emission limits for both utility and industrial steam generating units to reflect the performance of best demonstrated technology.  EPA is revising the standard for existing utility boilers that become subject to subpart Da through modification or reconstruction to be in an equivalent input-based format. Owners and operators of affected facilities will be allowed to meet quarterly reporting requirements of regulations Da and Db by means of electronic reporting in lieu of submitting compliance reports.

Applicability: This rule may be of interest to individuals that operate a fossil-fueled steam generator or boiler. 

9/16/98 p 49643 Greening the Government Through Waste Prevention, Recycling, and Federal Acquisition
Action: Executive Order 13101

Summary: This Executive Order requires each executive agency to incorporate waste prevention and recycling into daily operations and to work to increase and expand markets for recovered materials through greater Federal Government preference and demand for such products.  The order establishes a Steering Committee, a Task Force, Federal Environmental Executive and Agency Environmental Executive positions for ensuring implementation of the order.

Applicability: The executive order is expected to increase existing efforts to incorporate pollution prevention into daily operations and will affect procurement activities and designation of standards and specifications.

9/17/98 p 49803 Application by Association of Waste Hazardous Materials Transporters for a Preemption Determination as to Cleveland, Ohio Requirements for Transportation of Hazardous Materials 
Action: Public notice and invitation to comment

Summary: This notice pertains to whether Federal hazardous materials transportation law preempts requirements of the City of Cleveland, Ohio, concerning the transportation of explosives and other hazardous material within the City.

Applicability: This notice and the final decision would be on interest to Hazmat personnel when it is determined that local or state regulations are determined to be inconsistent with the federal hazardous materials regulations.

9/30/98 p 52430 Final Modification of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Storm Water Multi-Sector General Permit for Industrial Activities; Termination of the EPA Baseline Industrial General Permit
Action: Notice

Summary: EPA Regions I, II, III, IV, VI, IX, and X provided final notice of modifications to EPAs final NPDES Storm Water Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP) which was first issued on September 29, 1995 (60 FR 50804).  EPA has modified the MSGP to authorize coverage of storm water discharges from previously excluded facilities so that they may be covered by the MSGP once the Baseline General permit expires.  EPA is not reissuing the Baseline General Permits issued on September 9, 1992 and September 25, 1992.  As a result of the termination of the Baseline General Permit will be required to transfer their permit coverage to the MSGP.  Coverage must be sought within 90 days of the Federal Register publication date.

Applicability: Military and Civil Works facilities with storm water permit coverage under the Baseline General Permit must transfer to the MSGP or apply for an individual storm water permit.  This is an excellent opportunity for facilities to reevaluate storm water activities associated with industrial activities and seek permit coverage as appropriate.

