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10/22/98 p 56710 Standards Applicable to Owners and Operators of Closed and Closing Hazardous Waste Management Facilities; Post-Closure Permit Requirement; Closure Process
Action: Final rule

Summary:  Because some interim status facilities closed without ever obtaining their final RCRA HW permit, regulators had difficulty in motivating them to obtain necessary post-closure permits which required corrective action and ground water monitoring.  This rule allows regulators to use alternative authorities to bring about compliance with post-closure requirements.  This rule also allows land-based units to use the corrective action process to address releases to from regulated units as opposed to the closure process.

Applicability: This rule is primarily for the benefit of the regulators, however, it may affect facilities which have RCRA hazardous waste facilities undergoing closure as it gives regulators additional mechanisms for imposing corrective action requirements.

11/6/98 p 59989 Extension of the Policy on Enforcement of RCRA Section 3004(j) Storage Prohibition at Facilities Generating Mixed Radioactive/Hazardous Waste

Action: Policy statement

Summary:  RCRA section 3004(j) prohibits long-term storage of hazardous waste subject to land disposal restrictions. EPA recognizes that treatment/disposal capacity is not available for all types of mixed waste and sometimes must be stored until such capacity becomes available.  Therefore, EPA is extending its existing policy for 3 more years which states that EPA requires generators to continue to seek means of treating/disposing of their mixed wastes and if available they must utilize it.  However, where treatment/disposal is not available, EPA will continue to treat violations of storage prohibitions as reduced priorities. 

Applicability: This may be of general interest to districts involved in FUSRAP.

11/9/98 p 60332 Notice of Availability of Draft RCRA Waste Minimization Persistent, Bioaccumulative, and Toxic (PBT) Chemical List

Action:  Notice of data availability

Summary: In support of EPA’s effort to promote voluntary reductions in generation of BPT waste, this notice lists 53 chemicals which EPA proposes to use to track progress toward national waste minimization goals. Using a baseline year of 1991, a reduction goal of 10% by the year 2000 and 50% by 2005 has been established.  Progress toward meeting the goal will be measured based on data reported through national toxics release inventories and other nationally available data.   EPA is soliciting comments on the list of BPTs and whether these should be used to track reductions.

Applicability: The list includes constituents that may be generated in hazardous wastes from various facilities such as lead, cadmium, chromium, mercury, and copper. Personnel generating hazardous wastes may want to review the list and evaluate whether there are actions that can be taken to reduce generation of these PBTs in support of the nation’s waste minimization goals. 

11/30/98 p 65874 Hazardous Remediation Waste Management Requirements (HWIR Media)

Action:  Final rule

Summary:  This rule excludes dredge materials from RCRA Subtitle C regulation when managed under 404 or 103 permits; makes permits for treating, storing, and disposing of remediation wastes faster and easier to obtain; provides that obtaining permits for remediation activities will not trigger facility wide corrective action; and creates a new “staging pile” unit.

Applicability:  Of particular interest is the portion of this rule which excludes dredge material from regulation as hazardous waste when subject to a permit issued by USACE under section 404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Action, under section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act, or in the case of Corps Civil Works projects, the administrative equivalent of these permits.

12/1/98 p 66101 Requirements for Management of Hazardous Contaminated Media (HWIR Media)

Action:  Partial withdrawal of proposed rule

Summary: This withdraws portions of the HWIR Media rule which were not either specifically deferred or finalized by either the May 26, 1998 Phase IV LDR Rule or the November 30, 1998 HWIR Media Rule.  This withdraws the “bright line” and “unitary approach” proposals for exit levels for contaminated media.

Applicability:  This will be of interest primarily to those involved in remediation projects and to persons tracking rulemaking regarding RCRA exit levels for contaminated media.

12/1/98 p 66084 National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants:  Publicly Owned Treatment Works

Action:  Notice of proposed rulemaking and notice of public hearing

Summary:  EPA proposes emission standards for controlling hazardous air pollutants from each new or reconstructed publicly owned treatment works (POTWs) which is a major source of hazardous air pollutants.  The recommended maximum achievable control technology (MACT) standard being proposed is for add on controls at the POTW rather than source control via discharge limits from the source.  At this time, only 6 POTWs have been identified as being subject to this regulation.  A public hearing was announced for Dec 31, 1998.

Applicability:  Since this applies to POTWs, not Federally owned treatment works, this will not be directly applicable to USACE, however, may be of general interest to those discharging to POTWs.  

12/10/98 p 68354 National Recommended Water Quality Criteria

Action:  Notice, Republication

Summary:  This provides guidance to States and Indian Tribes regarding EPA’s recommended water quality criteria for 157 pollutants. These recommended criteria reflect updates in processes and toxicology data and are provided as guidance for States and Tribes in the development of water quality standards. These water quality criteria are not regulations, and do not pose legally binding requirements on EPA, States, Tribes or the public.  The document also defines changes in EPA’s process for deriving water quality criteria under 304(a) of the CWA. 

Applicability:  This will be of general interest to persons tracking water quality issues, however, these are not binding requirements and should not be cited as applicable nor relevant and appropriate requirements when conducting site cleanups. Section 304(a) criteria are ultimately used by States and Tribes to provide a basis for controlling discharges or releases of pollutants under the CWA NPDES permit system. Changes in these criteria will ultimately be reflected in State water quality standards and therefore in State issued NPDES permits.

12/16/98 p 69390 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproducts

Action: Final rule

Summary:  This finalizes the Stage 1 Disinfection Byproducts Rule.  It establishes goals for residual levels of chlorine, chloroamines, and chlorine dioxide in drinking water.  It establishes maximum contaminant level goals (MCLGs) for chloroform, bromodichloromethane, dibromochloromethane, bromoform, dichloroacetic acid, trichloroacetic acid, bromate, and chlorite.  It establishes MCLs for trihalomethanes, haloacetic acids, bromate, and chlorite; and maximum residual disinfectant levels for chlorine, chloramines, and chlorine dioxide.

 Applicability: This applies to those involved in treating drinking water constituting a public water system.

12/16/98 p 69364 Federal Plan Requirements for Municipal Solid Waste Landfills That Commenced Construction Prior to May 30, 1991 and Have Not Been Modified or Reconstructed Since May 30, 1991

Action:  Proposed rule

Summary:  In March of 1996, EPA promulgated emission guidelines for existing municipal solid waste landfills (MSWLF).  State plans to implement the federal requirements were due in to EPA in December 1996.  For states that failed to submit a plan, EPA must develop and implement and enforce a Federal Plan.  At this time, there are 36 states and protectorates do not have state plans, therefore the Federal Plan will be enforceable.  Requirements in the Federal Plan include the same required elements specified in 40 CFR 60, Subparts B, Cd, and WWW. 

Applicability:  The Federal Plan proposed by EPA will be applicable in States and protectorates without federally approved state plans for emissions from existing MSWLFs.  The landfills covered are those that commenced construction, modification or reconstruction prior to 30 May 1991 and which have not been modified or reconstructed since 30 May 1991 and which have accepted waste since 8 November 1987.

12/16/98 p 69478 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment

Action:  Final rule

Summary:

Applicability:

12/18/98 p 70190 Management and Disposal of Lead-Based Paint Debris

Action: Proposed rule
Summary:   EPA proposes to regulate lead-based paint debris management and disposal under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) as opposed to being regulated as hazardous waste under RCRA.   Waste generated during abatement, renovation, remodeling or demolition activities at target housing, child-occupied facilities, as well as commercial and public buildings would no longer have to be sampled for TCLP parameters under RCRA (providing the waste is not hazardous for any other constituent other than lead) and could be disposed of in Construction and Demolition Landfills (C&D landfills), in non-municipal landfills regulated under 40 CFR 257, at permitted hazardous waste disposal facilities, or at incinerators regulated under the Clean Air Act.  Disposal at RCRA Subtitle D municipal waste landfills regulated under 40 CFR 258 would not be permitted due to conditions therein (organic-acid generating) that might contribute to leaching of lead.  Notification and recordkeeping requirements are also specified as well as those for storage and handling. Regulation of paint chips and dust, treatment residues, solvents, blast media, waste water, plastic sheets, worker protective clothing and sludges are not covered under the rule.  These types of waste will remain subject to regulation under RCRA.  The HTRW CX will prepare a fact sheet, which will be available on the internet, once the ruling goes final.

Applicability:  Potentially applicable to those who generate and/or store lead-based paint debris from abatements, renovations, and demolition projects at target housing, child-occupied facilities and public or commercial buildings.

12/18/98 p 70233 Temporary Suspension of the Toxicity Characteristic (TC) Rule for Specified Lead-Based Paint Debris

Action:  Proposed rule

Summary:  The proposal would suspend temporarily the applicability of the TC rule to lead-based paint debris generated from targeted housing, commercial buildings, and public buildings.

Applicability: Potentially applicable to those who generate and/or store lead-based paint debris from abatements, renovations, and demolition projects at target housing, child-occupied facilities and public or commercial buildings.

12/24/98 p 71225 Universal Waste Rule (Hazardous Waste Management System;

Modification of the Hazardous Waste Recycling Regulatory Program)

Action:  Final rule; correcting amendments

Summary: This corrects errors in the May 11, 1995 Universal Waste Rule published in the Federal Register (FR) on May 11, 1995 (60 FR 25492).  This corrects regulations regarding reclaimed spent lead-acid batteries and the definition of a small quantity universal waste handler.  It also clarifies export requirements.

Applicability: No new regulatory requirements are created by this rule.  This will be of general interest to those managing lead acid batteries.

1/5/99 p687  Persistent Bioaccumulative Toxic (PBT) Chemicals; Lowering of Reporting Thresholds for Certain PBT Chemicals;  Addition of Certain PBT Chemicals;  Amendments to Proposed Addition of Dioxin and Dioxin-Like Compounds Category;  Toxic Chemical Release Reporting;  Community Right-to-Know

Action:  Proposed Rule

Summary:  In this rule, EPA is proposing to lower the reporting thresholds for certain PBT chemicals, including those for dioxins and dioxin-like chemicals.  EPA is also proposing that separate reports be filed for tetraethyl lead and tetramethyl lead.

Applicability:  The lower reporting thresholds are very low (0.1 grams for dioxins and dioxin-like compounds) and could have a significant impact on waste incineration activities.  Dioxins and dioxin-like compounds produced during the incineration of solid or hazardous waste are considered “manufactured” and therefore would have to be quantified in emissions and reported if the 0.1 gram per year threshold is exceeded.

1/6/99 p964  Accidental Release Prevention Requirements; Risk Management Programs Under Clean Air Act Section 112(r)(7), Amendments

Action:  Final Rule

Summary:  EPA is modifying Risk Management Program (RMP) requirements of 40 CFR 68 by adding four new mandatory and five optional RMP data elements. The required new data elements are latitude/longitude method and description, CAA Title V permit number, percentage weight of toxic substances in liquid mixtures, and the NAICS code for each process with an accidental release reported during the five-year accident history.  

Applicability:  The changes set forth in the final rule will be of interest to personnel involved in the preparation, review and contracting of 112(r) RMPs.

1/13/99 p 2280 40 CFR 437 Effluent Limitations Guidelines, Pretreatment Standards, and New Source Performance Standards for the Centralized Waste Treatment Point Source Category

Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA has developed effluent limit guidelines for facilities that receive containerized waste (hazardous and nonhazardous) from off-site sources. Three subcategories have been developed for metal bearing waste, oily waste, and organic waste.  EPA has developed these effluent limits to standardize the application of treatment technologies to these subcategories.  Facilities processing on-site generated waste may be subject to these standards for that portion of the associated treatment effluent.

Applicability: These proposed effluent limit guidelines might be applicable to HTRW remediations were wastes are transported to a centralized treatment facility in containers. Federal facilities may also be impacted if containerized waste is transported to a FOTW.

1/19/99 p 2941 National Priorities List for Uncontrolled Hazardous Waste Sites

Action: Final Rule and Proposed Rule

Summary: Sites are being added to the NPL. The EPA is reclassifying the Middlesex Sampling Plant in Middlesex, New Jersey as a Federal Facility site and is changing the 

name to the Middlesex Sampling Plant (USDOE). The Middlesex Sampling Plant (USDOE) was proposed to the NPL on September 29,1998 (63 FR 51882) as a General Superfund site and is being added to the NPL today as a Federal Facility. EPA believes this change more accurately reflects the site. 

Applicability:  The Middlesex Sampling Plant is one of the FUSRAP sites being remediated by USACE. 

1/21/99 p 3382 Hazardous Waste Treatment, Storage, and Disposal Facilities and Hazardous Waste Generators; Organic Air Emission Standards for Tanks, Surface Impoundments, and Containers

Action:  Final rule; clarification and technical amendment

Summary:  EPA clarifies that waste management units used solely for implementing federally required remedial activities are exempt from emission control requirements in Subpart CC. EPA also clarifies that owners/operators must have current VOC determinations for HW even when managed in units exempted from subpart CC.  Also, waste sampling provisions are amended.

Applicability:  This applies to generators, and TSDFs managing wastes with greater then 500 ppm volatile organic compounds.  However, clarifications discussed in this rule are not expected to have major impact on USACE activities.  Requirements will primarily apply to those parties receiving VOC containing waste for offsite management. 

1/26/99 p 3861 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone:  Listing MT-31 as an Unacceptable Refrigerant Under EPA’s Significant New Alternative Policy (SNAP) Program

Action:  Interim Final Rule

Summary:  EPA, under the SNAP program, is listing MT-31 as an unacceptable for use in all refrigeration and air conditioning end-uses.  EPA had previously listed MT-31 as acceptable.  However, EPA has become aware of toxicity data concerning the chemical that indicates use may be harmful to human health or the environment.

Applicability:  This ruling will be of interest for those personnel involved with replacing ozone depleting substances in refrigeration or air conditioning units, especially as EPA had previously ruled the chemical was an acceptable replacement for CFC-12 (R-12).

2/5/99 p 5916 Final guidelines for the Certification and Recertification of the Operators of Community and Nontransient Noncommunity Public Water Systems

Action:  Final guidelines

Summary: EPA is finalizing the “Guidelines for the Certification and Recertification 

of the Operators of Community and Nontransient Noncommunity Public Water Systems.”  This provide the minimum standards for the development, implementation and enforcement of operator certification programs for community and nontransient 

noncommunity public water systems.

Applicability: This will be applicable to persons operating public water systems serving at least 25 of the same persons over 6 months per year.

2/11/99 p7031 Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Programs;  Amendments to Hazardous Chemical Reporting Thresholds for Gasoline and Diesel Fuel at Retail Gas Stations

Action:  Final Rule

Summary:  EPA has established new higher MSDS reporting and annual chemical inventory reporting thresholds for gasoline and diesel fuel at retail gas stations.  The new thresholds are 75,000 gallons for gasoline and 100,000 gallons for diesel provided they are stored entirely underground at retail gas stations that are in compliance with UST requirements.

Applicability:  This ruling will be of interest to personnel involved with EPCRA reporting requirements at retail gasoline stations.  Note:  Military motor pool gasoline stations are not considered retail stations, nor do the increased reporting thresholds apply to marinas. 

2/12/99 p 7158-7159 Temporary Suspension of Toxicity Characteristic Rule for Specified Lead-Based Paint Debris

Action: Proposed rule; extension of comment period.

Summary:  On 18 Dec 98, EPA proposed to temporarily suspend the toxicity characteristic rule as it applies to lead-based paint debris under RCRA. Instead, EPA is considering regulating lead-based paint debris under TSCA. The comment period is extended until 2 Apr 99. 

Applicability:  The Department of Defense and individual services (Army, Navy, etc.) are commenting on the proposal.

2/12/99  p 7159 Lead: Management and Disposal of Lead-Based Paint Debris;

Action: Proposed rule; extension of comment period.

Summary:  On 18 Dec EPA proposed rule to regulate lead-based paint debris under sections 402 and 404 of the Toxic Substances Control Act.  The comment period is extended until 2 Apr 99.

Applicability:  The Department of Defense and individual services (Army, Navy, etc.) are commenting on the proposal.

2/18/99 p 8038 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone

Action:  Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Summary:  In this notice, EPA is issuing a preliminary decision regarding the suitability of certain halon substitutes in the fire suppression and explosion protection sector under the Significant New Alternative Policy (SNAP) Program.  In particular, EPA is proposing suitable alternative for total flooding systems and streaming agents.

Applicability:  This notice will be of interest to personnel involved in the selection of suitable substitutes for halon fire suppression systems and/or DoD’s goal of eliminating ozone depleting substances.

2/19/99 p 8278 Hazardous Waste Management System; Identification and Listing of 

Hazardous Waste; Proposed Exclusion

Action: Proposed rule and request for comment.

Summary: EPA responds to a petition submitted under 40 CFR 260.20 requesting delisting of certain hazardous waste. 

Applicability:  Though the petition is generator specific and does not directly apply to USACE activities, this may be useful information to persons contemplating delisting.  It provides an overview of the delisting process itself as well as a good example of the type of information that needs to be collected and the timeframes involved in the delisting process.

2/23/99 p 8766  Persistent Bioaccumulative Toxic (PBT) Chemicals; Amendments to Proposed Addition of Dioxin and Dioxin-Like Compounds Category; Community Right-to-Know Toxic Chemical Release Reporting;  Notice of Availability and Clarification of Proposed Rule

Action:  Notice of availability and clarification of proposed rule

Summary: EPA is informing interested persons of the availability of a clarification document for the 5 January 1999 proposed rule to add a dioxin and dioxin-like compound category and lower the EPCRA reporting requirements therefor. 

Applicability:  The lower reporting thresholds are very low (0.1 grams for dioxins and dioxin-like compounds) and could have a significant impact on waste incineration activities.  Dioxins and dioxin-like compounds produced during the incineration of solid or hazardous waste are considered “manufactured” and therefore would have to be quantified in emissions and reported if the 0.1 gram per year threshold is exceeded.

2/26/99 p 9559  Radon in Drinking Water Health Risk Reduction and Cost Analysis; 

Action:  Notice and request for public comments and announcement of stakeholder meeting.

Summary:  EPA is publishing a health risk reduction and cost analysis (HRRCA) for radon in drinking water in support of development of a National Primary Drinking Water Regulation for radon.  EPA is seeking comments on the techniques, assumptions, and data inputs on which the analysis is based.  EPA is scheduled to propose the new radon regulation in August 1999.

Applicability:  The notice and future radon regulation will be on interest to the personnel working on groundwater issues on FUSRAP sites or other radiological contaminated sites.

3/1/99 p 9989  Method and Format for Submitting Risk Management Plans (RMPs) Under Section 112(r) of the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments

Action:  Notice of Availability

Summary:  This notice provides information about the method and format for submitting RMPs to EPA.  The deadline for plan submission is 21 June 1999.  Information provided is for electronic submission of RMPs.

Applicability:  This notice will be of interest to personnel involved with the preparation and submittal of RMPs.

3/5/99 p107 Harmonization With the United Nations Recommendations, International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code, and the International Civil Aviation Organization’s Technical Instructions.

Action: Final Rule

Summary: Research and Special Programs Administration is amending the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR) to better reflect international requirements. Of primary interest is the elimination of the “Keep Away From Food” label for poisonous Division 6.1 PGIII materials.  In addition, there are numerous changes to the Hazardous Materials Table (HMT) including the addition of the letter “G” as a new column 1 entry to indicate the need to enter a technical name in association with the proper shipping name.  This column 1 entry will replace the 49 CFR 172.203(k) list of n.o.s. shipping names. There are also deletions and additions of proper shipping names to the HMT.  One example is the entry Polychlorinated Biphenyls is deleted and replaced with Polychlorinated Biphenyls, liquid and Polychlorinated Biphenyls, solid.  There are also revisions to the marine pollutant appendix and various changes to packaging criteria found in 49 CFR 173.  The effective date of the regulation is 10/1/99 with a delayed compliance date of 10/1/00.

Applicability: Personnel involved with the shipment of hazardous materials will need to be aware of the pending changes and compliance dates in order to meet the HMR requirements.

4/26/99 p 21897 April 1999 Agenda of Regulatory and Deregulatory Actions

Action:  Semiannual regulatory agenda

Summary:  Twice a year EPA publishes a status of rulemaking activity.  This agenda informs the public regarding rules under development, completed, or canceled since the last agenda was published. 

Applicability:  This will be of general interest to environmental compliance coordinators and others tracking regulation development.

4/30/99 p 23397 Revisions to the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Regulation for Public Water Systems

Action: Proposed rule

Summary:  As required by the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) of 1996, EPA proposes a list of contaminants for monitoring which are currently unregulated under the SDWA. Results of the monitoring will be used to support determinations as to whether or not to develop drinking water standards for these particular contaminants.  In addition to listing the contaminants to be monitored, the proposal also proposes the schedule and frequency of monitoring, and the procedures for gathering data in to the National Drinking Water Contaminant Occurrence Database.

Applicability:  When finalized, these requirements will apply to those who operate public water systems.

5/10/99 p 25039 Use of Monitored Natural Attenuation at Superfund, RCRA 

Corrective Action, and Underground Storage Tank Sites; OSWER Directive 

9200.4-17P

Action: Notice of availability of final document

Summary: This document can be accessed in electronic form (PDF format) through the Internet at (http://www.epa.gov/swerust1/directiv/d9200417.htm) or ordered via the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) RCRA, Superfund, OUST & EPCRA Hotline at (800) 424-9346. 

Applicability:  USACE personnel evaluating remedial alternatives involving natural attenuation will be interested in obtaining this guidance. 

5/10/99 p 25119 Revisions to the Clean Water Act Regulatory Definition of “Discharge of Dredged Material''

Action:   Final rule

Summary:  As a result of a lawsuit, the definition of “discharge of dredged material” is modified to exclude incidental fallback material.

Applicability:  This will be of general interest to those tracking Clean Water Act regulation.

5/11/99 p 25407 Land Disposal Restrictions Phase IV: Treatment Standards for Wood Preserving Wastes, and Treatment Standards for Metal Wastes, and Zinc Micronutrient Fertilizers, and Carbamate Treatment Standards, and K008 Treatment Standards

Action:  Final rule

Summary:  This provides corrections to five LDR rules previously published.  Of particular significant are corrections made to the table in 40 CFR 268.7 regarding LDR notification requirements.  Also, this Federal Register contains a discussion in which EPA highlights that even though states may not be authorized to implement the alternative treatment standards for soil, they can utilize other authorities to waive otherwise applicable treatment standards.  In effect, this can result in treatment of soils to the alternative treatment standard levels even in the absence of specific authorization. 

Applicability:  This applies to persons shipping hazardous wastes and also to persons treating contaminated soils to alternative treatment standards.

5/13/99 p 25963 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Public Notification Rule

Action: Proposed rule

Summary: EPA is proposing to revise the general public notification regulations for public water systems to implement the public notification requirements of the 1996 Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) amendments.

Applicability:  This is potentially applicable to those operating “public water systems”.

5/28/99 p 28949 Potential Revisions to the Land Disposal Restrictions Mercury 

Treatment Standards

Action: Advance notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPRM).

Summary:   EPA is considering modifying land disposal restrictions which apply to mercury bearing wastes.  The Federal Register announced EPA intention for a comprehensive review of existing RCRA waste treatment regulations applicable to mercury-bearing wastes and solicits early involvement of the regulated community.  

Applicability:  This will be of interested to generators of mercury containing wastes.

6/18/99 p 32859 Office of Solid Waste Burden Reduction Project

Action:  Notice of data availability and request for comment

Summary:  EPA is soliciting comments on ideas for paperwork reduction under the RCRA hazardous waste program.  Among other topics, changes to requirements regarding inspections, training, biennial reporting, and manifesting are being considered. 

Applicability:  This applies to generators of hazardous waste as well as to RCRA treatment, storage, and disposal facilities.

6/24/99 p 33755 Technical and Procedural Amendments to TSCA Regulations – Disposal of Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)

Action:  Final rule; technical and procedural amendments

Summary:  This correct several technical errors in the final rule of June 29, 1998.  In addition, this rule establishes procedures for requesting an approval for risk-based sampling, cleanup, storage, or disposal of PCB remediation waste, and for risk-based decontamination or sampling of decontaminated material, where those activities occur in more than one EPA Region.

Applicability:  This applies to individuals or agencies which own, manufacture, process, distribute in commerce, use, or dispose of PCBs.

 6/29/99 p 34732 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Consumer Confidence Reports

Action: Correction

Summary:  This corrects the 8/19/98 final rule regarding requirements for annual drinking water quality reports that water purveyors provide to customers.

Applicability:  This applies to public water systems, systems serving 25 individuals at least 60 days per year. 

7/6/99 p 36466 Hazardous Waste Management System: Modification of the Hazardous Waste Program; Hazardous Waste Lamps

Action: Final rule

Summary:  Many fluorescent and high intensity discharge lamps exhibit a hazardous waste characteristic.  This rule adds hazardous waste lamps to the federal list of universal wastes.  As such, they can now be managed under the Universal Waste Program as opposed to more stringent hazardous waste management requirements. 

Applicability:  This will apply in states without final RCRA authorization as of the effective date of January 6, 2000.  Authorized states must adopt the requirement before it can be utilized within those states.   However, because it is expected to improve the management of hazardous waste lamps and because lamps are widely utilized, it is anticipated that most states will pursue adoption.

7/22/99 p 39878 National Priorities List for Uncontrolled Hazardous Waste Sites

Action: Final rule

Summary:  This rule adds 15 new sites to the NPL, 2 Federal facilities and 13 under the general Superfund section. 

Applicability:  The rule does not directly impact USACE.  However, there is a good background discussion in the preamble which may be of interest to anyone seeking a general overview of the CERCLA program.  Questions are answered such as, “how are site boundaries defined,  how are sites removed from the NPL, what is the Construction Completion List, etc…”

7/21/99 p 39136 Draft Modification of the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for Storm Water Discharges From Construction Activities

Action: Notice of Draft modification of NPDES general permit reissuance for storm water discharges from construction activities.

Summary: EPA Region IV is modifying storm water permit requirements to address discharges to impaired waters identified under Section 303(d) of the CWA.  Permittees will be required to monitor, once per month, discharges from storm events greater than 0.5 inches. Monitoring must occur within the first 30 minutes of the precipitation event. Data required includes Settleable solids (ml/l), Total Suspended Solids (mg/l), Turbidity (NTU), and Flow.  If the surface water has upstream flow, that flow must be sampled for the same parameters for a loading comparison. Soil type and average slope of the site must be submitted with the Discharge Monitoring Report. Data collected must be submitted to EPA once per month.

Applicability: This is an additional ARAR that must be evaluated for CERCLA actions resulting in a discharge to surface waters that are impaired.  Region IV will make the 303(d) list an appendix to the general permit. This requirement will likely spill over to other storm water permits issued by authorized States and other EPA Regional offices (See 8/23/99 Federal Register). Any construction activities discharging to an impaired surface water will need to address this new requirement.

8/23/99 p 46012 Proposed Revisions to the Water Quality Planning and Management Regulation

Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA is proposing revisions to currently established Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) regulations. The proposed rule is being directed at States, Territories and authorized Tribes implementing TMDL development. The regulation is intended to help States identify impaired waters and to standardize the format and content of how a TMDL is developed.

Applicability: This rule may have impacts to facilities and/or sites which discharge to surface waters that are identified as impaired under Section 303(d) of the CWA. The potential reduction of waste load allocations at new or expanding facilities and facilities discharging under a general permit may be likely.

8/23/99 p 46058 Revisions to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Program and Antidegradation Policy in Support of Revisions to the Water Quality Planning and Management Regulation

Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA is revising and clarifying several aspects of the NPDES and the Water Quality Standards regulations under the CWA. EPA is proposing to require selected dischargers (new and expanding) offset any increase in mass loadings of a pollutant causing the nonattainment of water quality standards in an amount that would result in a reasonable further progress toward attainment of water quality standards. Secondly, EPA is proposing stronger language which will allow the agency to object to and reissue an NPDES permit for State-issued expired and administratively-continued permits authorizing discharges to impaired waterbodies with established and approved Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs).

Applicability: Projects conducted adjacent to 303(d) impaired waters and planning discharges to those surface waters will, in the future, likely have more stringent discharge criteria identified by permit writers for actual permits or by ARAR analysis of effluent limits based on water quality based standards.

9/17/99 p 50556 Revisions to the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Regulation for Public Water Systems

Action:  Final Rule

Summary:  As required by the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), EPA has established a list of unregulated contaminants (contaminants for which maximum contaminant levels in drinking water have not been established) to be monitored by public water systems.  Data will be collected to determine whether regulation of these contaminants is warranted.   This rule includes the list of contaminants to be monitored, information about the methods and frequencies of the monitoring, and the reporting requirements. 

Applicability:  The rule applies to community water systems and non-transient non-community water systems serving greater than 10,000 persons and to randomly selected small systems serving less than 10,000 persons.  These persons should be aware that this rule imposes monitoring and reporting requirements on them and is effective 1 Jan 01.  In addition, this rule may be of general interest to those involved in ground water remediation projects involving contaminants on this list (for example, 2,4-dinitrotoluene; 2,6-dinitrotoluene, RDX, plus others).  Though it may take several years, data collected as a result of this rule may eventually lead to development of maximum contaminant levels for these constituents.

