FY 2007 -- FEDERAL REGISTER SUMMARY

9/28/2007 p 55090 - p 55091 Hazardous Materials: Revision and Reformatting of Requirements for the Authorization To Use International Transport Standards and Regulations
Action: Correction

Summary: This corrects errors in the May 3, 2007 final rule that amended the  

Hazardous Materials Regulations by revising and consolidating requirements regarding  use of the International Civil Aviation Organization's Technical Instructions for the Safe Transport of Dangerous Goods by Air, the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code, the Canadian Transport of Dangerous Goods Regulations, and the International Atomic Energy Agency Safety Standards Series: Regulations for the Safe Transport of Radioactive Material. 

Applicability: This responds to an appeal made by the Dangerous Goods Advisory Council, an organization of industry stakeholders. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070928c.html
09/20/2007 p 53744 - p 53749 Hazardous Materials: Fuel Cell Cartridges and Systems Transported on Board Passenger Aircraft in Carry-on Baggage
Action: Notice of proposed rulemaking.
Summary: This proposes to amendment of the HMR to allow certain fuel cell cartridges and fuel cell systems designed for portable electronic devices to be transported by 

passengers and crew in carry-on baggage on board passenger-carrying 

aircraft. 

Applicability: This would apply to fuel cells containing certain hazardous materials (flammable liquids, including methanol; formic acid; certain borohydride materials; or butane) meeting certain performance and consumer use standards. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070920c.html
09/19/2007 p 53652 - p 53672 Procedures for Implementing the National Environmental Policy Act and Assessing the Environmental Effects Abroad of EPA

Actions: Final rule
Summary: This amends EPA procedures for implementing NEPA and includes technical amendments with respect to Executive Order 12114, "Environmental Effects Abroad of Major Federal Actions."

Applicability: This may be of general interest to those involved in NEPA compliance.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070919c.html
09/18/2007 p 53152 - p 53158 Polychlorinated Biphenyls; Manufacturing (Import) Exemption
Action: Final rule 

Summary: The United States Defense Logistics Agency (DLA), a component of the United States Department of Defense (DOD), has been granted permission by EPA to import foreign-manufactured PCBs that DOD currently owns in Japan for disposal in the Untied States.  DLA has been granted permissions to conduct these activities under TSCA section 6(e)(3)(B).  They are allowed to perform these activities for a period of up to 12 months. 
Applicability: This applies to import of DoD owned PCBs from Japan.  
Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070918c.html
09/14/2007 p 52475 - p 52488 Comprehensive Procurement Guideline V for Procurement of Products Containing Recovered Materials

Action: Final rule
Summary:  This amends the Comprehensive Procurement Guideline (CPG).  Once an item is designated by EPA under the CPG, any procuring agency that uses appropriated federal funds to procure that item must purchase the item containing the highest percentage of recovered materials practicable. This harnesses government purchasing power to stimulate the use of recovered materials in the manufacture of products, thereby fostering markets for materials recovered from solid waste.

Applicability: This amendment applies to landscaping products and compost material.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070914c.html
08/09/2007 p 44930 - 44950 Hazardous Materials; Transportation of

Lithium Batteries
Action: Final rule
Summary: Lithium batteries are susceptible to overheating under certain conditions and once ignited can be difficult to extinguish.  There have been several lithium battery related incidents which have prompted PHMSA in consultation with FAA to modify hazardous materials transportation regulations, particularly regarding transportation on passenger aircraft. Changes adopted by this rule include imposing a limited prohibition on shipment of primary (non-rechargeable) lithium batteries and cells as cargo on passenger aircraft, eliminates certain exceptions for medium-sized lithium batteries, requires testing of small lithium batteries, and revises an exception regarding lithium batteries in electronic devices and spare batteries carried on passenger aircraft. 
Applicability: This applies to the transportation of primary (non-rechargeable) and secondary (rechargeable) lithium batteries such as batteries used in laptops, cell phone, camcorders, etc. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070809c.html
08/8/2007 p 44523-p 44528 Operator Training Grant Guidelines for States; Solid Waste Disposal Act, Subtitle I, as Amended by Title XV, Subtitle B of the Energy Policy Act of 2005

Action: Notice of availability.

Summary: EPA is notifying the public via this notice that the operator 

training grant guidelines are available as of August 8, 2007.  EPA developed the operator training grant guidelines as required by Section 9010 of Subtitle I of the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended by Section 1524 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005. In addition to publishing the operator training grant Guidelines, EPA will post the operator training grant guidelines on the Web site at: http://www.epa.gov/oust/fedlaws/epact_05.htm#Final.

Applicability: Federal and State UST Programs.  States receiving funds from EPA for their UST programs must comply with the UST provisions of the Energy Policy Act and will be subject to action by EPA under 40 CFR 31.43 if they fail to comply with the guidelines.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070808c.html
08/01/2007 p 41976 - p 42001 National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan; National Priorities List; Partial Deletion of Sites From the Otis Air National Guard Base/Camp Edwards Superfund Site
Action: Notice

Summary:  This provides a notice of intent to delete 61 areas of Otis/Camp Edwards, also referred to as the Massachusetts Military Reservation (MMR), from the National Priorities List.

Applicability: This may be of general interest because MMR is a high visibility DoD site.  This notice pertains to sites addressed under CERCLA, however, there are separate remediation activities occurring under Safe Drinking Water Act regarding at this location which are explained in this notice as well.  

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070801c.html
07/19/2007 p 39587 Expansion of RCRA Comparable Fuel Exclusion
Action: Extension of comment period

Summary: This extends the comment period for the June 15, 2007 proposed rule, 72 FR 33284, from August 14, 2007 to September 14, 2007.
Applicability: The Comparable Fuel Exclusion would apply to hazardous wastes with heating value of over 5,000 BTU/lbs which have emissions similar to fuel oil when burned in industrial burners. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070719c.html
07/18/2007 p 39326 Criteria for the Safe and Environmentally Protective Use of Granular Mine Tailings Known as "Chat"
Action: Final rule

Summary: EPA establishes criteria for waste material known as "chat" used in Federally funded transportation projects such as asphalt or concrete used in road construction. Under this rule, lead and cadmium leachate from chat can not exceed National Primary Drinking Water Standards and zinc can not exceed fresh water chronic National Recommended Water Quality Criterion. Recordkeeping requirements are also established.
Applicability: This applies to chat in the Tri-State Mining District of Southwest Missouri, Southeast Kansas and Northeast Oklahoma. However, there is an exception for State or Federal response actions undertaken in accordance with Federal or State environmental laws. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070718c.html
07/02/2007 p 35961 - p 35966 Hazardous Materials: Revision of Requirements for Emergency Response Telephone Numbers

Action: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
Summary: Hazardous materials regulations require emergency response telephone numbers to accompany shipments of hazardous materials.  An increasing number of  shippers are meeting this requirement via contracts with emergency response providers.  To enable service provides to better identify shippers in the event of an incident, PHMSA proposes to require the shipping paper to list the offer or by name or contract number.  
Applicability: This would apply to hazardous material subject to shipping paper requirements.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070702c.html
06/29/2007 p 35666 Standards for Universal Waste Management

Action: Correction

Summary: This reinstates the definition of "on-site" within universal waste regulations in 40 CFR 273.
Applicability:  This applies to universal waste.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070629c.html
06/27/2007 p 35211-p 25312 Security Requirements for Motor Carriers Transporting Hazardous Materials
Action: Advance notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPRM) withdrawal
Summary: Because the Transportation Security Administration has assumed the lead role from the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) for

motor carrier security of hazardous materials, this notice announces PHMSA's withdrawal of a July 16, 2002 ANPRM.  This closes PHMSA's docket with respect to this rule.  
Applicability: The ANPRM pertained to enhanced security measures for transportation of hazardous materials by motor carriers.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070627c.html
06/21/2007 p 34241 - p 34249 Development of Clean Water Act National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permits for Discharges Incidental to the Normal Operation of Vessels
Action:

Summary:

Applicability:

Reference:

06/15/2007 p 33284 - p 33334 Expansion of RCRA Comparable Fuel

Exclusion
Action: Proposed rule

Summary: This proposes to expand the comparable fuel exclusion under RCRA to include fuels produced from hazardous waste that have air emissions comparable to burning of fuel oil in industrial boilers. To qualify for the conditional exclusion, emission-comparable fuel (ECF) would have to meet the same specification currently applicable to "comparable fuels", except that the specifications for certain hydrocarbons and oxygenates would not apply. The ECF conditional exclusion includes requirements to ensure proper storage and combustion.  As proposed, storage is limited to tanks, tank cars, and tank trucks and could not utilize portable devices such as drums.
Applicability: This would apply to hazardous wastes with heating value of over 5,000 BTU/lbs which have emissions similar to fuel oil when burned in industrial burners. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070615c.html
05/25/2007 p 29317- p 29319 Army Chemical Agent Rocket Incinerator Approval to Dispose of Polychlorinated Biphenyls under the Toxic Substances Control Act; 

Notice of Application to Renew, Data Availability, and Modification of 

Existing Approval

Action: Notice 

Summary:  The Department of the Army (Army) has applied to renew an approval to dispose of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA). The renewal would allow the Army to continue to incinerate M55 chemical agent rockets containing PCBs using the Deactivation Furnace Systems (DFS). This action announces: EPA's consideration of the Army's application, the availability of trial burn data that will inform EPA's consideration, and the modification of the public participation condition of the Army's existing approval. EPA is requesting comments on the renewal application and trial burn data. 

DATES: Comments must be received on or before June 11, 2007. 

Submit your comments, identified by docket identification (ID) number EPA-HQ-OPPT-2007-0279 to:  Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov. 

Applicability: This rule applies to Pine Bluff Chemical Agent Disposal 

Facility, Pine Bluff Arsenal, Pine Bluff, Arkansas (PBCDF) and Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility, Umatilla Chemical Depot, near Hermiston, Oregon (UMCDF).   
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070525c.html  

5/16/2007 p 27444 Oil Pollution Prevention; Non-Transportation Related Onshore and Offshore Facilities

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA has extended the dates by which facilities must prepare or amend and implement their Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures (SPCC) Plans to July 1, 2009. EPA has provided several extensions since the July 17, 2002 (67 FR 47042) final rule. Since EPA amended some SPCC requirements on December 26, 2006 ((71 FR 77266) associated with the original July 2002 final rule, the agency felt the regulated community needed additional time to incorporate changes. EPA is also planning to revisit and modify the final rule later in 2007.
Applicability: This rulemaking affects SPCC development and implementation for active installations, Civil Works activities and associated outgrant/leasees.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070516c.html
05/14/2007 p 27116 Enhancing Environmental Outcomes From Audit Policy Disclosures Through Tailored Incentives for New Owners

Action: Notice
Summary: EPA is considering and requesting comments on whether to provide incentives to encourage new owners of regulated entities to discover, disclose, correct, and prevent the recurrence of environmental violations. 

Applicability: This would apply where real estate transfers are occurring.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070514c.html
05/09/2007 p 26359 – p 26367 Inspection Grant Guidelines for States; Solid Waste Disposal Act, Subtitle I, as Amended by Title XV, Subtitle B of the Energy Policy Act of 2005
Action: Notice of Availability
Summary: In this notice, EPA is publishing the inspection grant guidelines in their entirety. EPA developed the inspection grant guidelines as required by Sections 9005(c)(1) and 9005(c)(2) of Subtitle I of the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended by Section 1523 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005.
Applicability: This rule is of interest to DoD because it applies to DoD installations and USACE CW facilities.  
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070509c.html 
05/09/2007 p 26367 – p 26372 Grant Guidelines for States Regarding State Compliance Reports on Government Underground Storage Tanks; Solid Waste Disposal Act, Subtitle I, as Amended by Title XV, Subtitle B of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 

Action: Notice of Availability
Summary: In this notice, EPA is publishing the grant guidelines for state compliance reports on government USTs in their entirety. EPA developed the grant guidelines 

for state compliance reports on government USTs as required by Section 9003(j) of Subtitle I of the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended by Section 1526 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005. 
Applicability: This rule is of interest to DoD because it applies to DoD installations and USACE CW facilities.  
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070509c.html 
05/08/2007 p 26114 Issuance of Final NPDES General Permit for Groundwater Remediation Discharge Facilities in Idaho (Permit No. ID-G91-0000)
Action: Notice of availability of final NPDES general permit

Summary: EPA Region 10 has published a notice of availability of a general NPDES permit for groundwater remediation discharge facilities in Idaho. The general permit authorizes the discharge of treated groundwater from new and existing facilities to surface waters of the United States within the State of Idaho. Existing discharges must apply for coverage within 90 days of the effective date of the permit by submitting a Notice of Intent (NOI) in accordance with permit instructions. New discharges are required to submit a NOI at least 30 days prior to commencing discharge. EPA has developed a fact sheet for the general permit.
Applicability: Federal facilities conducting groundwater remediation under authorities other than CERCLA will need to seek permit coverage. Facilities conducting CERCLA activities should review the substantive requirements of the permit from an ARARs perspective.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070508c.html
05/07/2007 p 25756 Great Lakes Initiative (GLI) Toxicity Data Clearinghouse 
Action: Notice

Summary: This provides notice of the Great Lakes Initiative Toxicity Data Clearinghouse (Clearinghouse) availability for use by States, Tribes, and other interested parties. The online Clearinghouse acts as a central location for toxicity data, exposure parameters, and supporting documents used in deriving water quality criteria and guidance values in the Great Lakes Basin. To access the Clearinghouse go to http://www.epa.gov/gliclearinghouse. Data from the Clearinghouse can be shared among States and Tribes to assist them in developing or updating numeric water quality standards and guidance values for the protection of aquatic life, human health, and wildlife.

Applicability:  States and Tribes can use the information in 

the Clearinghouse to help derive criteria for pollutants without 

specific numeric criteria published in the GLI (40 CFR Part 132).

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070507c.html 
05/01/2007 p 24016 – p 24058 Drinking Water: Regulatory Determinations Regarding Contaminants on the Second Drinking Water Contaminant Candidate List—Preliminary Determinations
Action: Notice

Summary: This provides notice and requests comments regarding preliminary determinations not to pursue drinking water standards for 11 contaminants on the Safe Drinking Water Act Contaminant Candidate List 2. 
Applicability: This rule is of particular interest to DoD because it includes preliminary determinations for explosive related contaminants (2,4-DNT and 2,6-DNT) that may be present at IRP and FUD sites. It also provides an update on the evaluation of perchlorate.   

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070501c.html
04/30/2007 p  23155 - p 23300 EPA Spring 2007 Regulatory Agenda
Action: Semi-annual regulatory agenda

Summary: This provides EPA's agenda regarding regulations and major policies under development.

Applicability: This includes regulations under all of EPA's environmental programs including RCRA, TSCA, CAA, CWA, FIFRA, and CERCLA.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070430c.html
04/30/2007 p 21190 – p 21197 Polychlorinated Biphenyls; Manufacturing (Import) Exemption
Action: Proposed rule
Summary: In this document, EPA is proposing to grant a Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) petition to allow import of foreign-manufactured PCBs that DOD currently owns in Japan for disposal in the United States. Comments are solicited on this decision and must be received by May 30, 2007.  If finalized, this decision to grant the petition would allow DLA to manufacture (i.e., import) certain PCBs for disposal. 
Applicability: This applies to import of DoD owned PCBs  
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070430c.html
04/26/2007 p 20848 - p 20849 The National Environmental Policy Act and Environmental Management Systems

Action: Notice of availability, Guide for Aligning National Environmental Policy Act processes with Environmental Management Systems. 

Summary: The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) is publishing "Aligning National Environmental Policy Act Processes with Environmental Management Systems—A Guide for NEPA and EMS Practitioners" to assist Federal agencies in aligning their National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) processes with their Environmental Management Systems (EMSs). CEQ used an interagency work group to develop the guide and finalized it after considering public comments. The final guide is available from CEQ and at http://www.NEPA.gov. 

Applicability: This guidance applies to Federal agencies to help them recognize the complementary relationship of EMS and NEPA and to assist in aligning EMS elements with NEPA when establishing, implementing, and maintaining their EMS. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070426c.html
04/25/2007 p 20586 – p 20667 Clean Air Fine Particle Implementation Rule
Action: Final rule
Summary: This final action provides rules and guidance regarding State and Tribal plans for implementing the Clean Air Act (CAA) requirements for fine particle (PM2.5) national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS).  States and Tribes in nonattainment with the PM2.5 standard must take action to attain the standards as expeditiously as possible, but no later than 2015. 
Applicability: This applies to 39 areas with air quality non-attainment designations regarding the fine particle national ambient air quality standard. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070425c.html
04/24/2007 p 20304 - p 20305 Revisions to the Definition of Solid Waste
Action: Supplemental proposed rule; extension of comment period.
Summary: This extends the deadline for submitting comments on a March 26, 2007 supplemental proposed rule regarding the revision to the definition of solid waste until June 25, 2007.
Applicability: This applies to recyclable materials, includes exclusions regarding recycled secondary hazardous material, and requests comments on whether to codify defining "legitimate" as opposed to "sham" recycling. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070424c.html
04/13/2007 p 18792 – p 18845 Hazardous Materials; Explosives and Blasting Agents
(Note: Table of Contents identifies rule by above title, but text of rule uses title "Explosives Proposed Rule")
Action: Proposed rule

Summary: OSHA proposes to revise the explosives and blasting agents 

standard in subpart H of part 1910 to enhance employee protection. Comments on this proposed rule are due on July 12, 2007.

Applicability: This applies to the manufacture, storage, sale, transportation, and use of explosives. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070413c.html
04/12/2007 p 18401 - p 18404 EPAAR Prescription and Solicitation Provision—EPA Green Meetings and Conferences
Action: Final rule
Summary: This modifies EPA acquisition regulations to ensure that environmental preferability is considered in purchase of commercial meeting and conference services. As part of the solicitation process prospective providers, such as hotels,  will be requested to provide information regarding recycling programs, availability of public transportation, water and energy conservation measures, use of biobased products,  etc. 
Applicability: This applies to EPA and their contractors and may be relevant to Superfund work conducted by USACE in support of EPA.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070412c.html
04/10/2007 p 17902 - p 17907 Expedited Approval of Test Procedures for the Analysis of Contaminants Under the Safe Drinking Water Act; Analysis and Sampling Procedures

Action: Notice

Summary: This provides notice of EPA's intent to expedite the process for establishing alternate testing methods by use of notices in the Federal Register as opposed to using a notice-and-comment rulemaking process. Expediting the approval process for alternate test methods will provide greater flexibility in the selection of analytical methods thereby reducing monitoring costs while maintaining public health protection.

Applicability: This applies to sampling and analysis of public drinking water. It may also pertain to test methods used during remediation projects associated with contaminated ground water that is a potential source of drinking water.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070410c.html
03/26/2007 p 14172 – p 14218 Revisions to the Definition of Solid Waste

Action: Proposed rule
Summary: This supplements a 2003 proposal regarding revision to the definition of solid waste. In response to a court decision, EPA intends to modify the definition of solid waste to clarify that certain hazardous secondary materials reclaimed and/or recycled are not solid waste, nor hazardous waste.  In addition, three conditional exclusions are proposed for reclaimed/recycled hazardous secondary material. This represent a change from the previously proposal which would have excluded hazardous secondary material on the basis or whether it was recycled within the same industry. This proposal also requested comments regarding whether to codify legitimate recycling criteria.
Applicability: This applies to hazardous secondary materials that can be reclaimed or recycled. DoD has actively followed and commented on this rulemaking.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070326c.html
03/20/2007 p 13115 – p 13116 Public Health Assessments and Health Consultations Completed October 2006–December 2006

Action: Notice

Summary: This announces sites for which ATSDR has completed public health assessments and health consultations during the period from October 1, 2006, through December 31, 2006. 
Applicability: This may be of general interest to those involved in CERCLA response actions as it pertains to ATSDR’s health assessments under section 104(i) of CERCLA.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070320c.html
03/09/2007 p 11200 – p 11249 Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for the Analysis of Pollutants Under the Clean Water Act; National Primary Drinking Water Regulations; and National  Secondary Drinking Water Regulations; Analysis and Sampling Procedures

Action: Proposed rule

Summary: This rule modifies the testing procedures approved for analysis and sampling under the Clean Water  Act and Safe Drinking Water Act.
Applicability: This applies to water analysis conducted with respect to NPDES discharges or public water systems. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070312c.html
01/18/2007 p 2219 - p 2235 Hazardous Waste Management System: Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste; Amendment to Hazardous Waste Code F019

Action: Proposed rule
Summary: This proposes to amend the F019 waste code to exempt wastewater treatment sludges from zinc phosphating, when such phosphating is used in a motor vehicle manufacturing process and disposed in a landfill meeting certain liner design criteria.  Conforming changes would also be made to the CERCLA list of hazardous substances. 

Applicability: The proposed exclusion pertains to motor vehicle manufacturers and is not expected to have a significant impact on Army.  However, development of this rule has been tracked because Army generates F019 waste.  
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070118c.html
01/04/2007 p 368 - p 398 Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Regulation for Public Water Systems Revisions

Action: Final rule

Summary: This establishes a new set of monitoring requirements for "unregulated contaminants" under the Safe Drinking Water Act and is referred to as "UCMR 2". Periodically, EPA identifies unregulated contaminants likely to be found in drinking water and requires monitoring for those contaminants in order to collect data to evaluate the need for regulation. UCMR 2 consists of three lists of chemicals including 1,3-dinitrobenzene; TNT; and RDX.  Perchlorate, which was originally proposed to be listed, was removed in the final version of the rule primarily because data has been collected previously. 
Applicability:  This rule is of particular interest to DoD because of the explosive constituents listed. The monitoring applies to public water systems except for transient non-community systems.  The level of monitoring is contingent upon the size of the system. Small systems are only affected if selected and notified by the State or EPA.  Large systems, those serving more than 10,000 people, must monitor for chemicals on List 1.  They are only required to monitor for Lists 2 and 3 at the direction of the State or EPA.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a070104c.html
12/29/2006 p 78595 - p 78635 Hazardous Materials: Harmonization With the United Nations Recommendations, International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code, and International Civil Aviation Organization's Technical Instructions

Action: Final rule

Summary: This revises the Hazardous Materials Regulations to maintain alignment with international standards. These revisions will harmonize the Hazardous Materials Regulations with certain recent changes to the International Maritime Dangerous Goods 

Code, the International Civil Aviation Organization's Technical Instructions for the Safe Transport of Dangerous Goods by Air, and the United Nations Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods. This rule is effective January 1, 2007.

Applicability: This applies to transportation of hazardous materials in commerce. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061229c.html
12/29/2006 p 78441 - p 78442 Update to ATSDR Policy Guideline for Dioxins and Dioxin-Like Compounds in Residential Soil

Action: Request for public comments on the revised Policy Guideline document used by health assessors to evaluate health hazards associated with exposure to dioxins and dioxin-like compounds in residential soil.
Summary: This seeks comment on revision to ATSDR's 1998 Policy Guideline for Dioxins and Dioxin-Like Compounds in Residential Soil. The 1998 policy established a screening level of 0.05 ppb and an action level of 1 ppb. ATSDR believes that action may be warranted in some circumstances when the 1 ppb level in soil is not exceeded. In response ATSDR has updated its Policy to delete the 1 ppb action level. Comments are requested by February 27, 2007.
Applicability: The policy pertains to dioxin and dioxin-like compounds in residential soil near or on hazardous waste sites.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061229c.html
12/26/2006 p 77357 - p 77360 Oil Pollution Prevention; Non-Transportation Related Onshore Facilities

Action: Proposed rule

Summary: EPA proposes to extend the dates by which facilities must prepare or amend SPCC Plans and implement those Plans. This action would allow EPA additional time to revise the July 17, 2002 SPCC rule.  

Applicability:  This applies to facilities required to have an SPCC plan.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061226c.html
12/26/2006 p 77266 - p 77293 Oil Pollution Prevention; Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure Plan Requirements - Amendments
Action: Final rule
Summary:   This amends SPCC Plan requirements. Changes include the following: (1) facilities storing less than 10,000 gallons of oil and which meet other qualifying criteria may  self-certify their SPCC Plans in lieu of obtaining a Professional Engineer's certification. (2) For facilities with particular types of oil-filled equipment, an alternative is provided to the general secondary containment requirement without requiring a determination of impracticability. (3)  It defines and exempts particular vehicle fuel tanks and other on-board bulk oil storage containers used for motive power. (4) It exempts mobile refuelers from the sized secondary containment requirements for bulk storage containers. (5) It removes requirements regarding animal fats and vegetable oils. (6) It extends the SPCC compliance dates for farms.
Applicability: This applies to facilities required to have an SPCC plan under the Clean Water Act.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061226c.html
12/21/2006 p 76851 - p 76888 Rail Transportation Security

Action: Notice of proposed rulemaking
Summary: This proposes security requirements for freight railroad carriers; intercity, commuter, and short-haul passenger train service providers; rail transit systems; and rail operations at certain, fixed-site facilities that ship or receive specified hazardous materials by rail. It would require regulated parties to designate rail security coordinators and report significant security concerns to the Department of Homeland Security.  It proposes that freight rail carriers and certain facilities handling hazardous materials be equipped to report location and shipping information to TSA upon request and to implement chain-of-custody requirements. It would also codify TSA's existing inspection program regarding rail security.
Applicability: This applies to transportation of hazardous materials by rail.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061221c.html
12/21/2006 p 76833 - p 76850 Hazardous Materials: Enhancing Rail Transportation Safety and Security for Hazardous Materials Shipments

Action: Proposed rule
Summary: This proposes to revise Hazardous Materials Regulations. Proposed revisions include requiring rail carriers to compile annual data on specified shipments of hazardous materials, to use the data to analyze safety and security risks along rail transportation routes where those materials are transported, to assess alternative routing options, and to  make routing decisions based on those assessments. This also proposes clarifications to security plan requirements to address en route storage, delays in transit, delivery notification, and additional security inspection requirements for hazardous materials shipments. 

Applicability: This applies to transportation of hazardous materials in commerce.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061221c.html
12/19/2006 p 76081 - p 76106 Procedures for Implementing the National Environmental Policy Act and Assessing the Environmental Effects Abroad of EPA Actions

Action: Proposed rule
Summary: EPA is proposing amendments to its procedures for implementing NEPA for implementing Executive Order 12114 regarding environmental effects abroad of major federal actions. Actions subject to E.O. 12114 include EPA actions that affect the environment of a foreign nation, for example, ocean dumping activities.  

Applicability: This applies to EPA staff, but may be of general interest to others tracking environmental issues.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061219c.html
12/14/2006 p 75254 Public Health Assessments and Health Consultations Completed
Action: Notice
Summary: This notice announces those sites for which ATSDR has completed public health assessments and health consultations during the period from July 2006 through September 2006. This list includes sites that are on or proposed for inclusion on the National Priorities List (NPL) and includes sites for which assessments or consultations were prepared in response to requests from the public.

Applicability:  This applies to public health assessments conducted by ATSDR as required by CERCLA.  The list includes Badger Army Ammunition Plant.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061214c.html
12/11/2006 p 73848 - p 73981 Semi-Annual Regulatory Agenda
Action: Semi-annual regulatory agenda

Summary: This provides EPA's agenda regarding regulations and major policies under development.

Applicability: This includes regulations under all of EPA's environmental programs including RCRA, TSCA, CAA, CWA, FIFRA, and CERCLA.

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061211c.html
12/04/2006 p 70318 - p 70319 National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan; National Priorities List

Action: Notice of partial deletion of the Ellsworth Air Force Base from the NPL

Summary:  This provides notice of deletion from the NPL for surface soil, unsaturated subsurface soil, surface water, and sediments at Operable Units 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 at Ellsworth AFB.  The deletion does not include the ground water medium at these parcels.

Applicability:  This notice may be of general interest because it pertains to a DoD installation.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061204c.html
11/29/2006 p 69011 - p 69022 National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Site Remediation
Action: Final rule

Summary: This action amends the national emission standards for 

hazardous air pollutants (NESHAP) for site remediation activities. This 

final rule revises specific provisions in the rule to resolve issues 

and questions subsequent to promulgation; corrects technical omissions and typographical errors.

Applicability: This applies to remediation sites with organic hazardous air pollutants. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061129c.html
11/27/2006 p 68483 - p 68492 Application of Pesticides to Waters of the United States in Compliance With FIFRA

Action: Final rule
Summary: EPA issues a regulation stating that the application of a pesticide in compliance with relevant requirements of FIFRA does not require an NPDES permit when the application of the pesticide is made directly to waters of the US to control pests that are present in the water or when the application of the pesticide is made to control pests that are over, including near, waters of the United States. This rulemaking is based on the Agency's interpretation of the definition of the term ``pollutant'' under the Clean Water Act (CWA) as not including such pesticides.

Applicability:  This pertains to pesticide applied directly or close to waters of the US.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061127c.html
11/24/2006 p 67802 - p 67807 Standards of Performance for New Stationary Sources and Emission Guidelines for Existing Sources: Other Solid Waste Incineration Units

Action: Direct final rule; technical correction
Summary: This makes a technical correction to the emission guidelines and new source performance standards (NSPS) for other solid waste incineration (OSWI) units. This corrects an inadvertent error to the opacity test averaging time presented in a December 16, 2005 final rule. 

Applicability: This applies to incinerators subject to regulation under 40 CFR 60 Subpart EEE.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061124c.html
11/15/2006 p 66518 Listening Session on Exploring Bottled Water as an Alternative Compliance Option in Limited Situations for Non-Transient, Non-Community Water Systems

Action: Notice
Summary: This announces an EPA listening session regarding the viability of using bottled water as a compliance option for contaminated water serving non-transient, non-community water systems.  The meeting will be held in Washington DC on December 12, 2006 from 8am to 5 pm.

Applicability:  This has the potential to impact ground water remediation projects by establishing alternative means of compliance. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061115c.html
11/08/2006 p 65574 - p 65660 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Ground Water Rule 
Action: Final rule
Summary: To provide protection against microbial pathogens in drinking water, this rule establishes a risk-targeted approach to target ground water systems that are susceptible to fecal contamination.  This rule requires ground water systems that are at risk of fecal contamination to take action to protect against pathogens.
Applicability: This applies to public water systems.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061108c.html
10/18/2006 p 61479 - p 61480 Availability of Draft Toxicological Profiles
Action: Notice of availability

Summary:  As required by CERCLA, ATSDR has updated toxicological 

profiles of priority hazardous substances. This notice announces 

the availability of one new draft toxicological profile and six updated drafts. 

Applicability: The notice pertains to the following hazardous substances: aluminum, guthion, cresols, diazinon, dichloropropenes, phenols and 1,1,2,2-tetrachloroethane. Comments due by: February 26, 2007.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061018c.html
10/16/2006 p 60704 – p 60708 Request for Nominations of Drinking Water Contaminants for the Contaminant Candidate List

Action: Notice

Summary:  EPA is in the process of developing the third drinking water Contaminant Candidate List (CCL3). This notice requests nominations for contaminants for the list and  requests information that shows the nominated contaminant may have an adverse health effect on people and the contaminant occurs or is likely to occur in public water systems.

Applicability: This pertains to public water systems.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a061016c.html
