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Editors Corner
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, happy first day of winter and Happy New Year!  Well, despite the flood in my office, I got this edition out prior to the holiday rush.  Yes, that is right…the sprinkler head outside my office malfunctioned and I now have a high tide mark on my office door (and that is nothing to Ho Ho Ho about!!)  Anyway, it is done.

For the last several weeks Bev and I have been updating our course manuals.  Our gift to you in 2004 is that we cut the manual’s physical size in half!  The elves worked hard on that one!  Anyway, there are some great revisions and great new exercises.  Hope you join us at a class in 2004.


Again, happy holidays – from all the regulatory folks at the HTRW CX.
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           Sandi Claus

Upcoming training sessions:

[image: image6.wmf]We will offer the Initial Manifesting course #223, February 23-27, 2004 in Huntsville, Alabama.  The refresher will occur Feb 24-25 in Huntsville and June 30 - July 1 in Virginia Beach.  I know which one I’d sign up for!  The Radioactive Waste course is scheduled for 29 June through 2 July 2004 in Virginia Beach also.

Please let your districts and customers know about the upcoming training.  Remember, our PROSPECT courses are open to all federal agencies.  

Future Classes:  To make a reservation, schedule an onsite for initial training or refresher training, or obtain additional information, contact: Joy Rodriguez, (256) 895-7448, Sandi Zebrowski, (402) 697-2562, e-mail: Sandi.M.Zebrowski@usace.army.mil or Beverly VanCleef at (402) 697-2559, e-mail: beverly.d.vancleef@usace.army.mil.

[image: image7.wmf]PROSPECT Course – Never too late to sign up!

Some folks think that just because they missed signing up for a PROSPECT course during the survey time, they can’t sign up at all.  That is not true.  If there is a course you need or want, go through your training office and contact the Huntsville registrar and she will get you into the course, unless the class is full.

DOT Security Plans

[image: image8.wmf]Remember, if you meet the criteria…the date was September as to when you needed a DOT security plan in place.  In addition, the compliance deadline for training for the Plan-specific training is 22 December 2003.  If you are required to have a plan and have not developed one, you can find some helpful information as specified below:

· A Fact Sheet 

· Chapter 205 of the Defense Traffic Regulation DoD Instruction 4500.9-R, dated May 2003.  Paragraph X provides the security requirements.

· DOT’s security web site  http://hazmat.dot.gov/hmt_security.htm
If you would like to discuss the DOT Security requirements, please contact Beverly VanCleef (402-697-2559), Rick Waples (x2560), Ed Bave (2634), or myself (x2562) at the CX. 

Regulatory Update   

[image: image9.wmf]Note that this update just provides registers of interest pertaining to the management and transportation of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes.  See our web site for a more complete listing of EPA Federal Registers that impact all Corps environmental work: http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/info/technical/compliance tools/comptools/comptools.html
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The entire register can be assessed at  http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html
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12/15/03 p Federal Agency Hazardous Waste Compliance Docket

Action: Notice

Summary:  This updates of the Federal Agency Hazardous Waste Compliance Docket.

Applicability:  This may be of general interest. Being placed on the docket is one way CERCLA response actions are initiated for Federal facilities. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a031215c.html
[image: image12.wmf]12/4/2003 p 67746 Hazardous Materials: Revisions to Incident Reporting Requirements and the Hazardous Materials Incident Report Form

Action: Final rule

Summary: RSPA is revising the incident reporting requirements of the Hazardous Materials Regulations and the hazardous materials incident report form, DOT Form F 5800.1. The major changes are as follows: (1) Reporting of incidents involving a specification cargo tank with a capacity of 1,000 gallons or greater that receives structural damage that may adversely affect the cargo tank’s ability to retain lading even when no hazardous material in released; (2) Reporting discoveries of undeclared hazardous material shipments; (3) Updating incident reports when significant new information becomes available; (4) Requiring the person in physical control of a hazardous material during transportation to report an incident; (5) Excepting small releases of specified materials that pose the least hazard from reporting requirements; and (6) Restructuring the form to utilize failure codes to obtain information on packaging failures.

[image: image13.wmf]Applicability:  This rule becomes effective on July 1, 2004 and includes reporting requirements for anyone in physical control of hazardous materials during transportation.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a031203c.html
[image: image14.wmf]11/20/2003 p 65585 Hazardous Waste Management System: Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste: Conditional Exclusions From Hazardous Waste and Solid Waste for Solvent-Contaminated Industrial Wipes

Action: Proposed rule

[image: image15.wmf]Summary:  EPA proposes conditional exclusions for solvent contaminated (F001-F005 and corresponding P and U listed commercial chemical solvents) industrial wipes.  Wipes include shop towels, paper towels, and rags.  Reusable wipes meeting certain conditions are proposed to be excluded from the definition of solid waste. This would facilitate cleaning at laundries and dry cleaners.  Wipes destined for disposal via landfill or combustion are proposed to be conditionally exempt from the definition of hazardous waste provided certain conditions are met.   

Applicability: This is expected to directly apply to DoD where solvents are used such as in maintenance shops on active military installations.  DoD comments on this proposal are scheduled to be submitted to EPA via the Army Environmental Center by February 18, 2004. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a031120c.html
11/18/2003 p 65120 Approaches to an Integrated Framework for Management and Disposal of Low-Activity Radioactive Waste: Request for Comments
Action: Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Summary: EPA is requesting comments on options to promote a more consistent regulatory framework for the safe disposal of low-activity mixed waste (LAMW).  In addition, EPA seeks to examine and possibly expand the management and disposal options for low-activity radioactive waste (LARW) that is not a RCRA hazardous waste.  EPA is seeking comments on what standards should be considered and codified for using RCRA Subtitle C facilities for disposal of LAMW.  EPA is soliciting comments on a number of questions pertaining to simplifying the disposal of LAMW.  In addition, EPA desires public comment on whether it is feasible and appropriate to dispose of certain types of LARW in hazardous waste landfills.  EPA expects that this rulemaking will allow expanded options for the disposal of LARW at RCRA Subtitle C facilities.  EPA requests that comments be submitted by 17 March 2004. 

Applicability: This notice requesting public comments will be of interest to all DOD services if they dispose of LAMW or LARW.  USACE will have a special interest in providing comments on the options for the management and disposal of LAMW and LARW from execution of radioactive remediations under Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP) and EPA’s Superfund program.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a031118c.html
[image: image16.wmf]10/30/2003 p 61905  Applicability of the Hazardous Materials Regulations to Loading, Unloading, and Storage 

Action:  Final rule
Summary:  RSPA is clarifying the applicability of the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR) to specific functions and activities, including hazardous materials loading and unloading operations and storage of hazardous materials during transportation. They also list in the HMR pre-transportation functions to which the HMR apply.  Pre-transportation functions are functions performed to prepare hazardous materials for transportation in commerce by persons who offer a hazardous material for transportation or cause a hazardous material to be transported. Transportation functions are functions performed as part of the actual movement of hazardous materials in commerce, including loading, unloading, and storage of hazardous materials that is incidental to that movement. For purposes of applicability of the HMR, ``transportation in commerce'' begins when a carrier takes possession of a hazardous material and continues until the carrier 

delivers the package containing the hazardous material to its destination as indicated on shipping papers or other shipping documentation.  

[image: image17.wmf]Applicability:  This rule is applicable to DoD as we offer and/or transport hazmat in commerce.  Especially important to DoD is the change in the definition of “person”.  In addition, section 49 CFR 171.1(d) serves to clarify what functions are not subject to the HMR.

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a031030c.html
10/29/2003 p 61662 RCRA Burden Reduction Initiative

Action: Notice of Data Availability

[image: image18.wmf]Summary:  In response to comments received on the proposed rule, EPA is considering additional approaches to various portions of the proposal.  This information is made available and comments are requested by 15 Dec 2003.  Topics discussed include: changes to professional engineer (PE) certifications requirements.  EPA is considering allowing non-independent PEs to make certain certifications. They are also considering allowing environmental professional certified by organizations meeting performance standard (ASTM E 1929-98) to make certain certifications. EPA also takes action in response to a DoD comment regarding transportation of military munitions under 40 CFR 266.203.

Applicability:  DoD has been actively involved in development of this rule. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a031029c.html
[image: image19.wmf]10/28/2003 p 61558 Revisions to the Definition of Solid Waste

Action: Proposed rule

Summary: This proposes revisions to the definition of solid waste to establish criteria for determining whether recycled secondary materials are or are not considered hazardous waste. 

Applicability: This primarily affects industrial manufacturing processes and specifically does not apply to remediation waste.   

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a031028c.html
10/24/2003 p 61083 Standards for the Use or Disposal of Sewage Sludge: Decision Not To Regulate Dioxins in Land-Applied Sewage Sludge

Action: Notice
Summary:    EPA provides notice that it has determined that no further regulation of land-applied sewage sludge is needed to protect public health and the environment [image: image20.wmf]from reasonably anticipated adverse effects from exposure to dioxins in land-applied sewage sludge. Therefore, no numeric limitations, monitoring, operational standards, or management practices are being established in 40 CFR part 503 for dioxins in land-applied sewage sludge.

Applicability: This relates to disposal of sewage sludge.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a031024c.html
10/15/2003 p 59328 Standards for Performance for Volatile Organic Liquid Storage Vessels (Including Petroleum Liquid Storage Vessels) for Which Construction, Reconstruction, or Modification Commenced After July 23, 1984

Action:  Final rule; amendments 

[image: image21.wmf]Summary:  The final rule amendments will exempt certain storage vessels by capacity and vapor pressure, exempt process tanks, and add the process tank definition.  EPA is also amending performance standards to exempt storage vessels that are subject to the National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants:  Solvent Extraction for Vegetable Oil Production.

Applicability:  Facilities with bulk storage of petroleum.   

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a031015c.html
10/15/2003 p 59333 Municipal Solid Waste Landfill Location Restrictions for Airport Safety

Action: Technical amendment

Summary:  This adds a note at the end of 40 CFR 258.10 regarding location restriction requirements for municipal solid waste landfills (MSWLFs), to inform the public about landfill siting requirements enacted in the Wendell H. Ford Aviation Investment and Reform Act for the 21st Century, Pub. L. 106-181 (Ford Act), enacted on 

April 5, 2000. This Act, administered by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), contains a limiting the ``construction or establishment'' of new municipal solid waste landfills (MSWLFs) after April 5, 2000, within six miles of certain smaller public airports. 
Applicability: This applies to new MSWLFs.

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a031015c.html
10/6/2003 p 57691Announcement of Availability of the Results-Based Approaches and Tailored Oversight Guidance for Facilities Subject to Corrective Action Under Subtitle C of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

Action: Notice

Summary: This announces availability of guidance entitled, "Results-Based Approaches and Tailored Oversight Guidance for Facilities Subject to Corrective Action Under Subtitle C of RCRA". This can be accessed at http://www.epa.gov/correctiveaction . 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a031006c.html
9/29/2003 p 55875 National Priorities List for Uncontrolled Hazardous Waste Sites 

Action:  Final rule

Summary:  12 new sites are added to the National Priorities List.

Applicability:  None of the new sites are Federal Facilities, but this may be of general interest for those involved in the Superfund program.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030929c.html
9/17/2003 p 54460 Final Recommendations for Protecting Human Health from Potential Adverse Effects of Exposure to Agents GA (Tabun), GB (Sarin), and VX

Action: Notice of final recommendations

Summary: Public Law 91-441 (50 U.S.C 1512) mandate that the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) review DoD plans for disposing of GA, GB, and VX ant to make recommendations to protect public health. The CDC proposed airborne exposure limits on January 8, 2002.  Today's notice provides final recommendations and responses to comments. 

Applicability: These recommendations may be "TBCs" for CERCLA actions involving chemical warfare agents.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030917c.html
Web Site of the Quarter: http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/adr/adr2001/English/ContentsE.html   Check me out.  I may be useful to you!

Do you have a regulatory question?   Call us or e-mail us with a question, just go to  http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/info/technical/comply/compltopical/compltopical.html 
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P r e p a r e r



Sandi Zebrowski



The Information Bulletin is distributed quarterly by the



Hazardous, Toxic & Radioactive Waste Center of Expertise in Omaha, NE.

                            Telephone 402-697-2562/2559

                            sandi.m.zebrowski@usace.army.mil
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