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Editors Corner
Greetings from Omaha.  It has been quite a month for those in the southeast….Charley, Frances and Ivan.  My folks are in Myrtle Beach, SC, so while they are a bit north, I do share your anxiety.  Let’s hope the hurricane season comes to an end quickly!

All is fine here as we close-out FY04 and enter a new year. It should be very interesting as some of us embark on P2 to manage our money.  It’s a brave new world!

As fall approaches and a new fiscal year begins, remember, we stand ready to assist you in your environmental and transportation related needs.   

   
       




           Sandi Zebrowski

Upcoming training sessions
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As you may or may not know, the surveyed session of our initial Manifesting course will be held in Las Vegas, NV March 14-18, 2005.  The Recertification course will be held March 17 and 18 in Vegas also.     If you need either class, please sign up through your training coordinator for PROSPECT.

In addition, due to the changes in Class 7 regulations, we are anticipating holding a 3 day revised course 441, specifically on Class 7 hazmat in January or February.  If you are interested in the course, please let me know.  We will further advise you of the date.

Please let your districts and customers know about the upcoming training.  Remember, our PROSPECT courses are open to all federal agencies.  In addition, onsite training is always available as well.

Future Classes:  To make a reservation, schedule an onsite for initial training or refresher training, or obtain additional information, contact: Joy Rodriguez, (256) 895-7448, Sandi Zebrowski, (402) 697-2562, e-mail: Sandi.M.Zebrowski@usace.army.mil or Beverly VanCleef at (402) 697-2559, e-mail: beverly.d.vancleef@usace.army.mil.

What is the HTRW CX?  
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I thought I would write a brief article about the organization for which I work.  I work for a USACE Center of Expertise, the Hazardous, Toxic, and Radioactive Waste Center of Expertise.

You may notice that our office symbol is Omaha District.  At this point, that is a bit misleading.  We receive all our administrative support from Omaha District (personnel, financial, EEO, contracting, etc.), however we actually work for and are rated by the  NWD Commander and receive our direction, taskers and a majority of our funds from HQUSACE.   In addition to the management funds we receive from HQs for support to the Formerly Used Defense Site program, EPA Superfund program, FUSRAP, Civil Works compliance, we also receive management funds to support Army IRP projects, Army OMA projects, Army BRAC projects etc.  We also accept MIPRs for specific tasks and support to the districts.  We do not execute projects, we support our districts in their execution of work.  Our work comprises of tasks such as technical assistance to districts and customers, training, guidance development, expert representation, document review, etc.

We are a group of about 70 individuals with technical expertise in many environmental areas.  There are five branches in the CX: Chemical Data Quality Management Branch; Cost, Compliance & Technology Branch; Geoenvironmental & Process Engineering Branch; Environmental Health & Safety Branch, and the Program Support Branch.   We have high trained and very experienced regulatory specialists, chemists, health physicists, toxicologists, hydro-geologists, risk assessors, all kinds of engineers, industrial hygienists, accountants, etc.    There is a synergy created when you have so many disciplines together.    

This newsletter focuses on only one small area of our expertise.  Should you need assistance in another area, feel free to contact me and I can put you in touch with the appropriate discipline.   

The HTRW CX web site can be found at: http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/index.html
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Regulatory Update   

[image: image9.jpg]


Note that this update just provides registers of interest pertaining to the management and transportation of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes.  See our web site for a more complete listing of EPA Federal Registers that impact all Corps environmental work: http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/info/technical/compliance tools/comptools/comptools.html
The entire register can be assessed at  http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html
8/26/2004 p 52542 Standards and Practices for All Appropriate Inquiries and Notice of Public Meeting To Discuss Standards and Practices for All Appropriate Inquiries 

Action: Proposed rule.

Summary: EPA proposes federal standards and practices for conducting "all appropriate 

inquiries" as required under Sections 101(35)(B)(ii) and (iii) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA). Persons who do not conduct all appropriate inquiries prior to obtaining ownership of the property may lose their ability to claim protection from CERCLA liability as an innocent landowner, bona fide prospective purchaser, or contiguous property owner. This proposes to establish specific regulatory requirements for conducting all inquiries into the previous ownership, uses, and environmental conditions of a property for the purposes of qualifying for certain landowner liability protections under CERCLA. Comments are due to EPA by October 25, 2004.

Applicability:  This applies to purchasers of contaminated properties and to persons conducting site characterization and assessments.  

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040826c.html
8/25/2004 p 52176 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Analytical Method  for Uranium

Action: Final rule.

Summary: EPA is taking final action to approve the use of three additional analytical methods for compliance determinations of uranium in drinking water. These methods use an inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry technology that has gained wide acceptance in the analytical community. EPA believes these methods could be more cost-effective, less labor-intensive or more sensitive than some of the technologies previously approved in the December 2000 Radionuclides rule, 65 FR 76708. This rule does not withdraw approval of any previously approved monitoring methods for uranium.

Applicability:  This applies to analysis of uranium in drinking water.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040825c.html
8/25/2004 p 52181 Withdrawal of Direct Final Rule; National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Analytical Method for Uranium

Action: Withdrawal of direct final rule.

Summary: Due to receipt of adverse comments, EPA is withdrawing the direct final rule 

published at 69 FR 31008 on June 2, 2004.
Applicability: This relates to analytical methods for uranium in drinking water

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040825c.html
8/19/2004 p 51391 Limitations on the Issuance of Commercial Driver's Licenses With a Hazardous Materials Endorsement

Action: Interim final rule; delay of compliance date.

Summary:  The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration amends the compliance date for the Interim final rule published in the May 5, 2003 Federal Register regarding limitations on State issuance of a commercial driver's license (CDL) with a hazardous materials endorsement. States must not issue, renew, transfer or upgrade a CDL with a hazardous materials endorsement unless the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) has first conducted a background records check of the applicant and determined the applicant does not pose a security risk warranting denial of the hazardous materials endorsement. FMCSA is changing the date by which States must comply with TSA regulations from April 1, 2004, to January 31, 2005.
Applicability: This relates to transportation of hazardous materials.

Reference:   http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040819c.htm
8/16/2004 p 50988 Hazardous Materials: Enhancing Rail Transportation Security for Toxic Inhalation Hazard Materials




Action: Notice; request for comments




. 
Summary: DOT and the Department of Homeland Security are examining the need for enhanced security for rail transportation of hazardous materials that pose a toxic inhalation hazard. Security measures being considered include improvements to security plans, modification of methods used to identify shipments, enhanced requirements for temporary storage, strengthened tank car integrity, and implementation of tracking and communication systems. Comments are due by October 18, 2004.

Applicability: This applies to hazardous materials transported by rail which a poisonous by inhalation.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040816c.html
8/12/2004 p 49846 Hazardous Materials; Miscellaneous Amendments

Action: Notice of proposed rulemaking.

Summary: RSPA proposes miscellaneous amendments to the Hazardous Materials Regulations.  This includes a proposal to incorporate by reference the Department of Defense's (DOD) "Packaging of Hazardous Material, DLAD 4145.41/AR 700-143/ AFJI 24-210/NAVSUPINST 4030.55B/ MCO 4030.40B". See Sec. 173.7 preamble discussion.  It also proposes to revise the definition for "Materials of trade'' by removing the phrase "in direct support of a principal business that is other than transportation by motor vehicle." Comments are due October 12, 2004.

Applicability:  This applies to transportation of hazardous materials.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040812c.html
8/11/2004 p 48794 Oil Pollution Prevention and Response; Non-Transportation-Related Onshore and Offshore Facilities

Action: Final rule.

Summary:  This rule provides an 18 month extension for meeting Spill Prevention and Countermeasure rule amendments promulgated in the Federal Register on April 17, 2003; 68 FR 18890.  Because of this action, it is not necessary to file individual requests for an extensions pursuant to 40 CFR112.3(f). 

Applicability:  This relates to a July 2002 SPCC rule which applies to sectors including electric power generation, transmission and distribution; bulk petroleum stations; etc.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040811c.html
7/28/2004 p 45053 Draft Federal Guide for Green Construction Specs; Notice of Availability

Action: Notice.

Summary:  EPA is developing a draft Federal Guide for Green Construction Specs with their partners, the Office of the Federal Environmental Executive and the members of the multiagency-sponsored Whole Building Design Guide. The effort is to help Federal building project managers meet various mandates as

[image: image5.wmf]
established by statute, Executive Orders as well as EPA and DOE program recommendations. The link to the draft guidance is provided in the notice.

Applicability: This initiative dovetails well with sustainable design and the overall EMS process.

Reference:   http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040728c.html
7/19/2004 p 42989 Federal Agency Hazardous Waste Compliance Docket

Action: Notice of nineteenth update of the Federal Agency Hazardous Waste Compliance Docket, pursuant to CERCLA section 120(c).

Summary: This publishes additions, deletions, and corrections to the Federal Facility Docket.  Sites added to the Docket are required to conduct a preliminary assessment under CERCLA.

Applicability:   Corrections to the docket are made for the following Army facilities: Tobyhanna Army Depot, Ft Douglas, and the John H. Kerr Reservoir (Army Corps of Engineers, Civil Works).

Reference: 
" 

http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040719c.html


7/16/2004 p 42727  Forum on Public Access to Federal Rulemaking Through the Internet; Announcement of Public Meetings and Request for Comment

Action: Notice

Summary: This announces public meetings regarding "eRulemaking", a federal government-wide effort, to obtain public input on its major projects.   The goal is to expand public understanding and involvement in the rulemaking process by providing an easy and consistent way for the public to search, view, and comment on proposed federal regulations online.  Meeting schedules are as follows: August 2, 2004 in San Francisco;  August 3, 2004 in Chicago; August 9, 2004 in Cambridge, MA; 4. August 9, 2004 Online Dialogue; and August 12, 2004 in Washington, DC.

Applicability:  This may be of interest to those involved in commenting on developing rules.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040716c.html
6/28/2004 p 38154  EPA Semi-Annual Regulatory Agenda

Action: Semi-annual Regulatory Agenda.

Summary:  This provides status of EPA rules under development or recently finalized.  Significant actions listed include the following rules and schedules for finalization:  Manifest Rule, Dec 2004; the Standardized Permits Rule, Feb 2005; the Burden Reduction Initiative, March 2005; the Cathode Ray Tube Rule, May 2005; Revision to the Definition of Solid Waste, Jan 2006; and the Solvent Contaminated Wipes Rule, Jan 2006.

Applicability:   This includes status of development of all major environmental laws including RCRA, CERCLA, EPCRA, SDWA, CAA, CWA, TSCA and FIFRA.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040628c.html
6/21/2004 p 34262  Requirements for Notification, Evaluation, and Reduction of Lead-Based Paint Hazards in Housing Receiving Federal Assistance and Federally Owned Residential Property Being Sold, Conforming Amendments and Corrections.

Action:  Final rule, conforming amendments and corrections.

Summary:  In this final rule, HUD is making conforming amendments and corrections  to their lead-based paint regulations to clarify definitions and standards for dust-lead and soil-lead hazards to make them consistent with EPA’s final rule on Identification of Dangerous Levels of Lead, as required by Title X of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1992.

Applicability:  This final rule will have little affect on personnel already following EPA’s lead-based paint regulations and serves to change the HUD standards to meet EPA’s.  

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040621c.html 

6/2/2004 p 31008 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Analytical Method 

for Uranium

Action: Direct final rule

Summary: The Environmental Protection Agency is taking direct final action to approve the use of three additional analytical methods for compliance determinations of uranium in drinking water.

Applicability:  The requirement to monitor for uranium applies to public water systems classified as "community water systems". However, it may also be relevant to testing of ground water during remediation projects involving uranium. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040602c.html
6/2/2004 p 31068 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Analytical Method for Uranium

Action: Proposed rule

Summary: This EPA is proposing to approve the use of three additional analytical methods for compliance determinations of uranium in drinking water.
Applicability: This relates to a direct final rule also finalized on this date.  

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a040602c.html
Web Site of the Quarter:   Try me:  http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npg/npg.html 

Do you have a regulatory question?   To call us or e-mail us with a question, just go to  http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/info/technical/comply/compltopical/compltopical.html 
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