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Editors Corner
Greetings  from Omaha. WOW edition 50.  Like—our Golden issue.  Didn’t the government used to give gold watches at that landmark?  NOT.

Anyway, March is currently roaring at my window—and I do mean roaring today- 60 mph, they say.  But, that’s okay because on Sunday Bev and I are headed to Phoenix to teach the initial and recertification courses.  That means my hubby gets to stay at home, Sunday through Friday at 11 pm, alone, with my 7 years old daughter, 3-year-old son, and the 14-year-old dog!  There is the true test of courage – I think he deserves the gold watch!   But, I anticipate Phoenix to be warmer than Omaha and as always; we enjoy teaching (and shopping).  So we hope to see some of you there.   

Happy Spring! 

   
       




           Sandi Zebrowski

[image: image7.wmf]            









Upcoming training sessions

We have completed our surveyed session of the initial and recertification manifest classes.  We do have an another on-site recertification course schedule for Jacksonville, Florida, June 8 and 9, 2005 in the event you or someone you know needs recertification.  Course #429, Session #05-07, Jacksonville.  If you are interested in registering for a space in this session, please contact Ms. Bobbi Stoddard via email (Roberta.Stoddard@us.army.mil) at the Professional Development Support Center, Huntsville, 256-895-7421, Fax Number 256-895-7469.  Tuition for spaces in this session is $550 per student and class size will be limited to 25 students.  
 
In addition, to schedule an onsite for initial training or refresher training, or obtain additional information, contact: Joy Rodriguez, (256) 895-7448, Sandi Zebrowski, (402) 697-2562, e-mail: Sandi.M.Zebrowski@usace.army.mil or Beverly VanCleef at (402) 697-2559, e-mail: beverly.d.vancleef@usace.army.mil.

Additional Regulatory Training – Two courses are available:
CERCLA Remediation Process/RCRA Corrective Action Course   This course has been designed to train personnel on the Comprehensive, Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) hazardous substance response process and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) corrective action process as it relates to the Department of Defense.   It addresses the Defense Environmental Restoration Program, which includes the Installation Restoration Program (IRP), the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Program, and the Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) Program.  The course has been developed by in-house staff and focuses on the regulatory requirements for cleaning up hazardous substances, pollutants, and contaminants under CERCLA and solid and/or hazardous wastes at RCRA sites.  This course covers the CERCLA process as outlined by Subpart E of the National Contingency Plan and the RCRA corrective action process as implemented via EPA guidance, RCRA permit requirements, and consent orders.  CERCLA topics addressed include preliminary assessments, site inspections, removal site evaluations, engineering evaluations/cost analyses, removal actions, remedial investigations, feasibility studies, proposed plans, records of decision (ROD), pre and post-ROD changes, remedial design and construction, and public participation requirements. RCRA topics include the initiation of the RCRA corrective action process via permit conditions and consent orders, the RCRA Facility Assessment, RCRA Facility Investigations, Interim Stabilization Measures, Corrective Measures Studies, and Corrective Measures Implementation. 

The course will be held June 7-10 2005 in San Francisco, CA.  It is 28 hours, offers 2.1 Continuing Education Units and 21 Professional Development hours.  Tuition is $1060 per student.

If interested contact the Registrar at the Training Center at  256-895-7425 or 7421.  The Course Control Number is 356.  Course Number: 33HEL01A                                                                                            

Environmental Regulations – Practical Application   This course is designed to further the student's understanding and ability to apply the technical requirements of various major federal environmental regulations. This course consists of a review of the technical application of selected environmental requirements pertinent to compliance issues. It will not consist of an exhaustive, detailed study of environmental statutes and regulations.  This course is comprised of discussions and practical exercises pertaining to the technical application of various environmental regulations such as RCRA waste classification and generator standards, used oil management, NPDES wastewater and stormwater requirements, SPCC plans, PCB management, Clean Air Act regulations, USTs, SWDA requirements, Spill reporting, Pesticide management, Hazardous materials transportation, and EPCRA requirements. The course also includes a brief introductory session on environmental management systems addressed in EO 13148. This course focuses on the practical application of these regulations during day-to-day compliance activities at DoD installations, Corps construction projects and Civil Works Projects and Facilities.

The course will be held August 8-12, 2005 in Omaha, NE.  It is 36 hours, offers 2.2 Continuing Education Units and 22 Professional Development hours.  Tuition is $1250 per student.

If interested contact the Registrar at the Training Center at  256-895-7425 or 7421.  The Course Control Number is 398.  Course Number: 33MEC01A.                                                                                           

Remember, ALL PROSPECT training is to open to ALL federal agencies and their contractors.
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New Uniform Manifest Rule 






On March 4, 2005, in 70 Federal Register 10775, EPA published a new hazardous waste manifesting rule that imposes new requirements for shipping and tracking hazardous wastes. It specifically:

· implements a new manifest form and continuation sheet for tracking hazardous waste;

· prohibits use of fractions and decimals when specifying quantities on the form;

· establishes procedures for using the manifest to track rejected/forwarded wastes and regulated container residues;

· modifies the manifest acquisition process, establishes a registration procedure for printers of the manifest, and specifies manifest printing standards; and

· makes minor conforming changes to RCRA regulations to become consistent with Department of Transportation (DOT) hazardous material regulations regarding "bulk" packaging.

The existing manifests should continued to be used until September 2006. On September 5, 2006, all waste generators must begin using the new manifest form, regardless of individual state RCRA authorization status. This is because the change is being implemented using DOT's hazardous material authority, which preempts any state manifest requirement not substantively the same as the Federal requirement.   

Our complete fact sheet, FS 05-02, including a copy of the new form, can be found at:  http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/info/technical/comply/complguide/complyfs/complyfs.html
The Federal Register can be found at: 

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/pdf/05-1966.pdf
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Bye, Bye RCRA Hotline

The Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response (OSWER) announced significant changes to the operation of the RCRA, Superfund & EPCRA Call Center (Call Center). The Call Center will 

terminate support of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and Underground Storage Tanks (UST) programs at close of business on Thursday, March 31, 2005.  Individuals seeking information on the RCRA and UST programs after that date will be directed to EPA's Headquarters' and Regional Offices' Web sites for these programs, and other sources.

The Call Center will continue as before to respond to public inquiries about the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA, or Superfund), including the Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act (SBLRBRA, or Brownfields); the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA), including the Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) program; the Superfund Amendments Reauthorization Act (SARA) Title III; the Clean Air Act (CAA) Section 112(r); and the Oil Pollution Control Act (OPA). Call Center access will remain unchanged for these programs.

The Call Center will terminate all support of the RCRA and OUST programs at close of business on Thursday, March 31, 2005.
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration

The Research and Special Program Administration (RSPA) has been divided into two new administrations, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) and the Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA). PHMSA succeeds to all the authority exercised by RSPA with regard to pipeline and hazardous materials safety. RITA succeeds to substantially all the research authority currently exercised by RSPA, and includes other duties and powers of the Secretary that advance the Department's research, development, and technology objectives.

Regulatory Update   
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Note that this update just provides registers of interest pertaining to the management and transportation of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes.  See our web site for a more complete listing of EPA Federal Registers that impact all Corps environmental work: http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/info/technical/compliance tools/comptools/comptools.html
The entire register can be assessed at  http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html
02/23/2005 p 8734 Pipeline Safety: Response Plans for Onshore Transportation-Related Oil Pipelines

Action: Final Rule

Summary: The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is following up on a January 5, 1993 interim final rule. The final rule provides certain technical amendments based on agency experience gained over the last decade regarding spill response exercises, actual spill response, and coordination with U.S. Coast Guard. There are many similarities to the EPA Facility Response Plan.

Applicability: The effective date of the rule is 3/25/05 and should be of interest to those facilities that have pipelines meeting the definition of Transportation-Related (interstate and/or commerce).

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a050223c.html
02/18/2005 p 8299 Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, and to the Administrator, Research and Innovative Technology Administration; Establishment and Delegation of Powers and Duties

Action: Final rule 

Summary: This announces the reorganization of the Research and Special Program Administration (RSPA) into two new administrations, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) and the Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA). PHMSA succeeds to all the authority exercised by RSPA with regard to pipeline and hazardous materials safety. RITA succeeds to substantially all the research authority currently exercised by RSPA, and includes other duties and powers of the Secretary that advance the Department's research, development, and technology objectives. In addition, two existing organizations of the Department, the Bureau of Transportation Statistics and the Office of Intermodalism, are moved to RITA (49 CFR Chapter XI). 49 CFR part 1 enumerates powers and duties that each modal administration within the Department of Transportation is responsible for carrying out. This rule amends 49 CFR part 1 to reflect the Secretary's delegation of authority to the Administrators of PHMSA and RITA, respectively. Each new administration is established effective February 20, 2005.

Applicability: This relates to transportation of hazardous materials.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a050218c.html
02/01/2005 p 5093 Application of Pesticides to Waters of the United States in Compliance With FIFRA

Action: Proposed rulemaking and notice of interpretation statement

Summary: EPA is following up on their 8/13/2003 notice soliciting public comment on the agency interpretive statement regarding the application of pesticides in and adjacent to waters of the U.S. In that interpretation, EPA clarified activities that would not require an NPDES permit as the pesticides do not meet the definition of a pollutant. EPA is proposing to codify language to support their earlier position.

Applicability: Civil Works staff and those that support pest management contracts at active installations should find EPA’s reiteration of their interpretive statement of interest.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a050201c.html
01/13/2005 p 2367 Hazardous Materials; Prohibition on the Transportation of Primary Lithium Batteries and Cells Aboard Passenger Aircraft

Action: Notice of public meeting
Summary: This announces a public meeting on January 27, 2005, to solicit public comments on amendments to the Hazardous Materials Regulations adopted by RSPA in an interim final rule published on December 15, 2004. This interim final rule imposed a limited prohibition on offering for transportation and transportation of primary (non-rechargeable) lithium batteries and cells as cargo aboard passenger-carrying aircraft.

Applicability: This relates to transportation of lithium batteries.

Reference: 
" 

http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a050113c.html



01/13/2005 p 2454  Policy on Availability of Information From the Commercial Driver's License Information System

Action: Notice

Summary: This informs the public of the Federal Motor Carriers Safety Administration's (FMCSA's) policy on access to information in the Commercial Driver's License Information System (CDLIS) by other Federal agencies.   It is FMCSA's policy that another Federal agency may request access to information in CDLIS by written submission to FMCSA's Chief Safety Officer. In the request, the applicant must state the legal basis and the need for access to CDLIS. 

Applicability: This relates to transportation of hazardous materials.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a050113c.html
01/13/2005 p 2541 Hazmat Fee Rule: Fees for Security Threat Assessments for Hazmat Drivers

Action: Final Rule

Summary: The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) is establishing a fee for security threat assessments that TSA is required to perform on individuals who apply for or renew a hazardous materials endorsement (HME) for a commercial drivers license (CDL).  TSA is also establishing a fee for collection and transmission of fingerprints and biographical information, which is necessary to perform the security threat assessment.  This final rule becomes effective 31 January 2005.

Applicability: This rule would apply to all hazmat drivers that are required to have a CDL with a HME.  

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a050113c.html
01/11/2005 p 1972 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Leak Repair Requirements for Appliances Using Substitute Refrigerants

Action: Final rule

Summary:  EPA is amending the Clean Air Act rule on mandatory leak repair of appliances to address substitutes for chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) and hydrochlorofluorocarbon (HCFC) refrigerants.
Applicability: Certain aspects of this action apply specifically to Federal owners and operators of commercial and comfort-cooling appliances normally containing more than 50 pounds of refrigerant.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a050111c.html
12/27/2004 p 77228 Multi-Agency Radiological Analytical Protocols Manual

Action: Notice of availability

Summary: The participating agencies (DOD, DOE, EPA, NRC et. al.) are announcing the availability of the “Multi-Agency Radiological Laboratory Analytical Protocols” (MARLAP) Manual.  The MARLAP Manual provides guidance for the planning, implementation, and assessment phases of projects that require the laboratory analysis of radionuclides.  The manual may be downloaded free from the following website: http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/nuregs/staff/sr1576/ .

Applicability: The MARLAP manual is to provide guidance for project planners, managers, and laboratory personnel to ensure that radioanalytical laboratory data will meet a project’s or program’s data quality objectives.  This manual will be of interest to those individuals involved with radioactive remediations.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a041227c.html
12/20/2004  p 76043 Harmonization With the United Nations Recommendations, International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code, and International Civil Aviation Organization's Technical Instructions

Action: Final Rule

Summary: RSPA is amending the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR) to maintain alignment with international standards by incorporating various amendments, including changes to proper shipping names, hazard classes, packing groups, special provisions, packaging authorizations, air transport quantity limitations and vessel stowage requirements. Because of recent changes to the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code (IMDG Code), the International Civil Aviation Organization's Technical Instructions for the Safe Transport of Dangerous Goods by Air (ICAO Technical Instructions), and the United Nations Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods (UN Recommendations), these revisions are necessary to facilitate the transport of hazardous materials in international commerce.

Applicability:  Most everyone transporting hazmat.
Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a041220c.html
12/20/2004 p 75951 Federal Agency Hazardous Waste Compliance Docket

Action: Notice

Summary:  This provides notice of twentieth update of the Federal Agency Hazardous Waste Compliance Docket, pursuant to CERCLA section 120(c).   Facilities on the docket are must conduct a Preliminary Assessment and if warranted, a Site Inspection. 

Applicability: This applies to Federal Facilities with known or suspected contamination.   

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a041220c.html
12/15/2004  p 75207  Hazardous Materials; Prohibition on the Transportation of Primary Lithium Batteries and Cells Aboard Passenger Aircraft

Action:  Interim Final Rule
Summary:  To protect life and property, RSPA (we), working closely with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), is issuing an interim final rule imposing a limited prohibition on offering for transportation and transportation of primary (non-rechargeable) lithium batteries and cells as cargo aboard passenger-carrying aircraft and equipment containing or packed with large primary lithium batteries. This rule applies to both foreign and domestic passenger-carrying aircraft entering, leaving, or operating in the United States and to persons offering primary lithium batteries and cells for transportation as cargo on any passenger-carrying aircraft. This prohibition does not affect the carriage of lithium batteries or devices containing lithium batteries that are transported in a passenger's luggage for personal use. In addition, this rule does not apply to the shipment of equipment that contains or is packed with small primary lithium batteries or to the shipment of secondary (rechargeable) lithium batteries (e.g., lithium ion batteries). RSPA is also amending the Hazardous Materials Regulations to require that, when offered for transport as cargo, shipments of primary lithium batteries and cells that are excepted from classification as a Class 9 (miscellaneous) hazardous material must be marked to indicate that they are forbidden for transport aboard passenger-carrying aircraft. 

Applicability: To those transporting lithium batteries.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a041215c.html
12/13/2004 p 73786 Fall 2004 Regulatory Agenda

Action: Semiannual Regulatory Agenda

Summary:  This announces availability of EPA's Semiannual Regulatory Agenda.  The agenda provides status of EPA regulatory actions including dates of past proposals and anticipated dates for finalizing rules. 

Applicability:  This applies to all areas of EPA environmental rule development.

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a041213c.html
12/8/2004 p 70902 Applicability of the Hazardous Materials Regulations to Loading, 

Unloading, and Storage

Action: Final rule; delay of effective date.

Summary: On October 30, 2003, RSPA published a final rule (68 FR 61905) to clarify the applicability of the Hazardous Materials Regulations to loading, unloading, and storage operations. RSPA is delaying the effective date of the final rule from January 1, 2005 until June 1, 2005.

Applicability: This relates to transportation of hazardous materials.
Reference: 
" 

http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a041208c.html


Web Site of the Quarter:   Try  me: http://www.fedcenter.gov/ 

Do you have a regulatory question?   Call us, e-mail us, or just go to  http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/info/technical/comply/compltopical/compltopical.html 
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P r e p a r e r



Sandi Zebrowski



The Information Bulletin is distributed quarterly by the



Hazardous, Toxic & Radioactive Waste Center of Expertise in Omaha, NE.

                            Telephone 402-697-2562/2559

                            sandi.m.zebrowski@usace.army.mil
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