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Editor’s Corner
“Well, it is beginning to look a lot like Christmas”.  The snow is falling and the wind is blowing.  As I reflect on the past year, I think of many of you and the many “hypothetical situations” we pondered over the year together, the solutions we devised, the advice, and in some instances, the laughter. 

Myself and the other regulatory folks here at the CX, wish you a very happy and safe holiday season and hope to hear from you all in 2006!  
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           Sandi Claus

Upcoming training sessions

As we begin a new FY, we are busy updating our courses.  Our surveyed session for the

initial training and recertification training will be held in lovely Omaha, the week of 

[image: image6.wmf]March 20-24, 2006.  http://pdsc.usace.army.mil/CourseListDetailsNewFy.asp?Cntrl_Num=223
http://pdsc.usace.army.mil/CourseListDetailsNewFy.asp?Cntrl_Num=429
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Please note the recertification course is now TWO FULL days – 16 hours.  

In addition, to schedule an onsite for initial training or refresher training, or obtain additional information, contact:  Sandi Zebrowski, (402) 697-2562, e-mail: Sandi.M.Zebrowski@usace.army.mil or Beverly VanCleef at (402) 697-2559, e-mail: beverly.d.vancleef@usace.army.mil.

And, remember, ALL PROSPECT training is open to ALL federal agencies and their contractors.
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The gift that keeps on giving!!

Give the gift of PROSPECT – a training course is the gift that keeps on giving!

Some folks think that just because they missed signing up for a PROSPECT course during the survey time, they can’t sign up at all.  That is not true.  If there is a course you need or want, go through your training office and contact the Huntsville registrar and she will get you into the course, unless the class is full.
Phone number changes 

THEY say, by the end of the calendar year, we will be getting new phones and new numbers at the HTRW CX.  The compliance folks will soon have the following new numbers:

Sandi Zebrowski 
            402 - 221 - 3450

Ed Bave



- 3451

Sandy Frye


- 3454

Mary Johansen


- 3456

Bev VanCleef


- 3459

Rick Waples


- 3460

New AEC Website

The Army Environmental Center has established a new web site strictly for hazardous waste information.  While the site is still new, we have looked at it and there is some good information posted.  We would recommend that you check it out when you have some time.  http://hwrc.army.mil
Regulatory Update   

[image: image9.wmf]Note that this update just provides registers of interest pertaining to the management and transportation of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes.  See our web site for a more complete listing of EPA Federal Registers that impact all Corps environmental work: http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/info/technical/compliance tools/comptools/comptools.html
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The entire register can be assessed at  http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html
[image: image11.wmf][image: image12.wmf]11/16/2005 p 69493 Hazardous Materials: Requirements for the Storage of Explosives and Other High-Hazard Materials During Transportation

Action: Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Summary:  To address concern over lack of Federal standards for safe havens for the storage of high-hazard materials, such as explosives and poisonous-by-inhalation, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration requests comments regarding measures to reduce the risks posed by storage of high-hazard materials during transportation.  This includes a good summary of existing explosive management requirements of the Coast Guard; the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives; National Fire Protection Association; Institute of Makers of Explosives; and Department of Defense Surface Deployment and Distribution Command Freight Traffic Rules. Comments are due by February 14, 2006.

Applicability: This applies to transportation of high-hazard materials such as explosives, poison-by-inhalation materials, and radioactive waste.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a051116c.html
[image: image13.wmf]11/1/2005  p 65935 Rulemaking To Establish a Regulatory Framework for the Expanded 

Definition of Byproduct Material Established by the Energy Policy Act
Action: Notice of Meeting
Summary: Section 651(e) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 expanded the definition of byproduct material as defined in the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended. To comply with the Congressional mandate, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is changing its regulations to expand the definition of byproduct material to include the following materials produced, extracted, or converted after extraction for use for commercial, medical, or research activities: (1) Discrete sources of radium-226, (2) accelerator-produced radioactive material, and (3) discrete sources of naturally occurring radioactive material, other than source material, that the Commission, in consultation with the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of Homeland Security, and other appropriate Federal agencies, determines would pose a threat to public health and safety or the common defense and security similar to the threat posed by a discrete source of radium-226. To aid in the rulemaking process, NRC is holding a public meeting with a "roundtable" format (defined further in the body of this notice) to solicit input, that may be useful in drafting a proposed rule, from stakeholders. The meeting is open to the public, and all interested parties may attend. Individuals unable to attend the meeting will be able to listen by teleconference.
Applicability: This relates to radioactive waste management.

Reference: 
" 

http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a051101c.html



11/1/2005 p 66069 Standards and Practices for All Appropriate Inquiries

Action: Final Rule
[image: image14.wmf]Summary: In this rule, EPA establishes specific federal standards and regulatory requirements for conducting all appropriate inquiries into the previous ownership and uses of property for the purposes of meeting the all appropriate inquiries provisions necessary to qualify for certain landowner liability protections under CERCLA 101 (35) (ii).  Prospective landowners who do not conduct all appropriate inquiries prior to or on the date of obtaining ownership of the property may lose their ability to claim protection from CERCLA liability as an innocent landowner, bona fide prospective purchaser, or contiguous property owner.     

Applicability: This applies to those persons and business purchasing commercial property or any property that will be used for commercial or public purposes.  In addition, this rule affects any party who receives a Brownfield’s grant awarded under CERCLA section 104 (k) (2) (b) and used it to conduct site characterization or assessment activities.  

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a051101c.html 

10/31/2005 p 65206 EPA Semiannual Regulatory Agenda

Action: Semiannual regulatory agenda

Summary: This publishes EPA's semiannual regulatory agenda. Twice a year EPA publishes the agenda to provide status of regulations and major policies under development. 

Applicability: This applies to all environmental regulations including RCRA, CWA, CERCLA, SDWA, CAA, EPCRA, OPA, and TSCA.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a051031c.html
10/26/2005 p 61819 Extension of Comment Period for the Preliminary 2006 Effluent 

Guidelines Program Plan

Action: Extension of comment period

Summary: EPA is extending the comment period for the Agency's completed 2005 annual review and pending 2006 annual reviews of existing effluent limitations guidelines and pretreatment standards under the Clean Water Act (CWA) sections 301(d), 304(b), 304(g), and 307(b), and the Preliminary 2006 Effluent Guidelines Program Plan under CWA section 304(m). EPA is also extending a second comment period on the draft Strategy for National Clean Water Industrial Regulations (``draft Strategy'') (67 FR 71165; November 29, 2002). EPA noticed the start of these comment periods on August 29, 2005 (70 FR 51042). In response to requests from several stakeholders, this action extends both comment periods for 30 days.

[image: image15.wmf]Applicability: USACE and installation compliance staff that deal with CWA effluent limitations will be interested in the schedule change.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a051026c.html
10/25/2005 p 61616 Federal Agency Hazardous Waste Compliance Docket 

Action: Notice of twenty-first update of the Federal Agency Hazardous 

Waste Compliance Docket, pursuant to CERCLA section 120(c)

Summary: CERCLA requires that the docket be updated every six months, as new facilities are reported to EPA by Federal agencies. The following list identifies the Federal facilities to be included in this twenty-first update of the docket and include facilities not previously listed on the docket and reported to EPA since the last update of the docket, 69 FR 75951, December 20, 2004, which was current as of September 13, 2004. Facilities listed on the Docket must perform a PA and, if warranted, an SI.

Applicability: This may be of general interest.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a051025c.html
10/4/2005 p 57769 Revision of Wastewater Treatment Exemptions for Hazardous Waste Mixtures ("Headworks Exemptions'')

Action: Final rule
Summary: This makes several changes regarding the exemption from the definition of hazardous waste for wastewaters under 40 CFR 261.3.  It adds benzene and 2-ethoxyethanol to the list of solvents whose mixtures with wastewaters are eligible for an exemption from the definition of hazardous waste; adds scrubber waters derived-from the combustion of any of the exempted solvents to the list of exemptions; adds an option to allow generators to directly measure solvent chemical levels at the headworks of the wastewater treatment system to determine whether the wastewater mixture meets an exemption; and extends the "de minimis exemption" to listed wastes beyond discarded commercial chemical products. 

Applicability: This applies to wastewaters containing hazardous waste constituents.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a051004c.html
9/8/2005 p 53419 Hazardous Waste Management System; Standardized Permit for RCRA Hazardous Waste Management Facilities

Action: Final rule

Summary: This rule creates new regulations in 40 CFR 267, Standards for Owners and Operators of Hazardous Waste Facilities Operating Under a Standardized Permit and modifies permitting procedures in 40 CFR 124 and 270. Together these changes allow standardized permits, to be issued in lieu of traditional "Part B" permits, also known as individual permits, for certain types of routine activities.  The standardized permit expedites the permitting process by removing requirements to submit vast amounts of information as part of the permit application process for review and approval by the regulator. Instead, the facilities submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) for a standardized permit, limited supporting information, and certification of compliance with 40 CFR 267 standards. The regulatory agency uses "uniform" permit conditions for the bulk of the standardized permit, which may be augmented with a supplemental portion to address site-specific conditions. This streamlined approach enables the permitting agency to issue a draft permit decision regarding intent to issue or deny the standardized permit within 120 days of receipt of the NOI.   
Applicability: This will not apply in RCRA authorized states unless states act to adopt similar provisions.  At the Federal level, this applies to routine storage and non-thermal treatment of hazardous waste in containers, aboveground or on-ground tanks, or containment buildings. Facilities eligible for a standardized permit are (1) those that generate and then store and/or non-thermally treat their own waste and (2) those, which receive waste generated offsite by a generator under the same ownership.  For Federal facilities, waste is considered to be under the same ownership if generated within the same Federal agency.  Therefore Department of Defense (DoD) facilities may utilize standardized permits to accept waste from other offsite DoD generators.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a050908c.html
Do you have a regulatory question?   Call us or e-mail us with a question, or just go to  http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/info/technical/comply/compltopical/compltopical.html 
Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night!
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Sandi Zebrowski



The Information Bulletin is distributed quarterly by the



Hazardous, Toxic & Radioactive Waste Center of Expertise in Omaha, NE.

                            Telephone 402-697-2562/2559

                            sandi.m.zebrowski@usace.army.mil
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