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Editor’s Corner 

 
 Welcome to Edition 63.  Please read the article on the PROSPECT survey at the top of page 2.  It 
is time to register for FY09.  Also, please pass this information on to any other folks you know that 
may need initial or recertification manifest/DOT  training.   
 Summer has arrived in Omaha along with a lot of rain and severe weather.  I have spent 
many evenings in my basement with my children and pets waiting out those tornado warnings. 

All is fine at the EM CX.  I hope you are all doing well.  As always, we are just a phone 
call away, so if you need me or the CX, do not hesitate to call! You know where to find me! 

 
                 Very sincerely,  

                              
 Sandi Zebrowski 

 
                
    
Upcoming training sessions 
 
For the remainder of FY2008 we have no additional Initial or Recertification courses scheduled.  
If you need initial or recertification training, call Rick Waples and he will let you know what is 
available or put your name on a “training needs” list. 
 
The survey is out for FY09 and is due 15 June.  Remember you can sign up anytime, but survey 
time is better!  See next article.  
 
 

 
 



FY09 PROSPECT survey is out! 
 
The survey is out and registration closes 15 June.   And manifesting goes to …. 
not Paris……but, Las Vegas! 
 
If you are a Corps employee or a federal employee from another agency, you can 
register for a PROSPECT course during this timeframe.  We encourage you to sign 
up at the survey time.  You do not have to pay yet, just register so that the course will 
not be cancelled.  You can register anytime, but at survey time really helps us out.  If 
for some reason you cannot attend, when the registration notice is sent out, then you 
simply do not register, or pay. 
 
The FY09 PROSPECT Course manual, The Purple Book, is at: http://pdsc.usace.army.mil/Default.aspx 
 
Remember, this training is open to all federal employees and everyone can and should register now! 
 
Courses are listed in the manual as follows:   

 HW Manifest/DOT Certification, Course 223.  This is the Initial Hazardous Waste Manifesting 
and DOT Certification Course (36-hours).  It is DOT and ISEERB approved.   March 16-20, 
2009. http://pdsc.usace.army.mil/CourseListDetailNewFy.aspx?CtrlNbr=223 

 HW Recertification Course (16-hours), Course 429.  This is the 2-day recertification course for 
hazardous waste.   March 18-19, 2009. 
http://pdsc.usace.army.mil/CourseListDetailNewFy.aspx?CtrlNbr=429 

 RW/DOT Certification, Course 441.  This is the Initial Radioactive Waste Transportation course 
(24 hours).    Call Rick Waples at 402-697-2560.   

 Rad Waste Transport/DOT Recert, Course 430.  This is the Hazardous & Radioactive Waste 
Recertification Course (20 hours).  March 18-20, 2009.  
http://pdsc.usace.army.mil/CourseListDetailNewFy.aspx?CtrlNbr=430 

 
How to Register: http://pdsc.usace.army.mil/HowToRegister.aspx 
 
As always, to schedule an onsite for initial training or refresher training, or to obtain additional 
information, contact: Joe Pickett, (256) 895-7445, Rich Waples, (402) 697-2560, e-mail: 
Richard.J.Waples@usace.army.mil or Beverly VanCleef at (402) 697-2559, e-mail: 
Beverly.D.Vancleef@usace.army.mil. 
 

Transportation of Lithium Batteries 
The EM CX has prepared a Fact Sheet to address compliance issues associated with the transportation of 
lithium batteries, lithium batteries packed with equipment and lithium batteries contained in equipment.  
This fact sheet focuses primarily on the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
regulations but also discusses the current and pending International Civilian Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
and International Air Transportation Association (IATA) Dangerous Goods Regulations (DGR).  This 
entire fact sheet can be found at FS 08-01 at http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/complyfs.htm 

 
In the last newsletter we provided a summary of the information.  Starting at page 6 
of this newsletter is a listing compiled by PHSMA on actual incidents.  They are 
really interesting!  Check it out! 
 
Now boarding! 
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Regulatory Update    
 
Note that this update just provides registers of interest pertaining to the management and 
 transportation of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes.  See our web site for a more complete 
 listing of EPA Federal Registers that impact all Corps environmental work: 
http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/info/technical/compliance tools/comptools/comptools.html 
 
The entire register can be assessed at  http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html 
 
05/16/2008 p 28454 – 28 459 Draft National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General Permit 
for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities 
Action:  Notice of proposed permit issuance 
Summary: EPA is requesting comment on the criteria the agency will use to recognize local erosion and 
sediment control program requirements in the proposed 2008 Construction General Permit (CGP). Since 
EPA is also in the process of developing a national regulation (Effluent Limitation Guideline) for the 
construction and development industry, the Agency is proposing to reissue its stormwater Construction 
General Permit for a two-year time period. The permit would apply where EPA is the permitting authority 
which is in five states, most territories, and most Indian country lands. The draft permit utilizes the same 
terms and conditions as EPA's 2003 permit which expires in July 2008. Upon completion of the Effluent 
Guideline, the Agency will develop and issue a new (and improved) CGP that incorporates the provisions 
of the Effluent Guideline as soon as possible and not later than July 2010. 
Applicability: This notice and future rulemaking will potentially impact all environmental programs 
including MILCON, IRP, Civil Works and compliance. Staff involved in construction activities requiring 
permit coverage under a general permit should be aware of these pending changes. These changes will 
eventually be adopted by State authorized programs as well. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a080516c.html 
 
05/06/2008 p 25079 – 25094 Maine Department of Environmental Protection Requirements on 
Transportation of Cathode Ray Tubes 
Action: Public notice and invitation to comment 
Summary: ED BAVE 
Applicability: 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a080506c.html 
 
 
05/05/2008 p 24519 – 24522 Hazardous Materials Transportation; Registration and Fee Assessment 
Program 
Action: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) 
Summary: PHMSA [DOT] is proposing to increase the registration fee from $975 to $2475 (plus $25 
admin fee) for registration year 2009 – 2010 for those registrants not qualifying as a small business or not-
for profit organization. PHMSA stated the fee increase is necessary to adequately fund the national 
Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness (HMEP) grants program at approximately $28,000,000 in 
accordance with the agency’s budget. The funds are used to train and equip first responders at the State and 
local level. 
Applicability: Staff involved with hazardous materials transportation should be aware of these changes 
and remind contractors of their obligation to register in a timely manner as required by 49 CFR 107.601 
and 107.608. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a080505c.html 
 
04/30/2008 p 23362 – 23367 Hazardous Materials: Fuel Cell Cartridges and Systems Transported on 
Board Passenger Aircraft in Carry-On Baggage 
Action: Final Rule 
Summary: PHMSA and FAA are issuing a final rule authorizing the carriage of fuel cell cartridges and 
systems on board passenger aircraft. The regulation specifies hazard classes authorized (2.1, 3. 4.3, and 8) 
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and quantities allowed (120 – 200 mL for liquids and 200 g for solids). Passengers are allowed up to two 
(2) spare fuel cell cartridges. Fuel cells must be marked “APPROVED FOR CARRIAGE IN AIRCRAFT 
CABIN ONLY” by the manufacturer. Certain other restrictions apply and the reader is referred to the 
below cited reference. PHMSA has stated that the TSA limitation of 3 ounces (100 mL) for liquids and 
gels still takes precedence over limitations proposed in this regulation. The effective date of the rule is 
October 1, 2008. 
Applicability: As with lithium and lithium ion battery technology, fuel cell technology continues to 
advance. The use of fuel cells and fuel cells systems will be common place by 2009 and many types of 
personal electronic equipment will take advantage of these power sources. Personal traveling with fuel cell 
power sources must be aware of the limitations authorizing transportation in carry-on baggage on 
passenger aircraft. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a080430c.html 
 
04/16/2008 p 20752 – 20773 Hazardous Materials: Enhancing Rail Transportation Safety and 
Security for Hazardous Materials Shipments 
Action: Interim Final Rule 
Summary: The Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration (PHMSA) in cooperation with the 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) are issuing this interim final rule which will 
require rail carriers to compile annual data on certain types of hazardous material 
shipments [explosives, poisonous by inhalation, and highway route controlled quantity 
(HRCQ) of Class 7(radioactive) material].  DOT will use the data to analyze safety and 
security risks along rail routes.  DOT wants the rail carriers to work with the shippers and 
consignees to minimize the duration of storage incidental to movement.  The rail carriers, 
at their discretion, may collect and submit additional data on all Class 7 shipments that 
they provide.  DOT also added some additional language on the visual inspections of rail 
cars prior to movement looking where security may have been compromised. 
Applicability: This interim rule may have a limited impact on USACE districts executing radioactive 
cleanups at Superfund and FUSRAP sites.  USACE should be aware that the rail carriers may be asking for 
additional information pertaining to our shipments of remediation wastes that contain Class 7 (radioactive) 
materials.  USACE does not typically ship HRCQ of Class 7 (radioactive) material. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a080416c.html 
 
04/10/2008 p 19594 – 19705 Compensatory Mitigation for Losses of Aquatic Resources 
Action: Final Rule 
Summary: USACE and EPA have issued a final rule governing compensatory mitigation for activities 
authorized by permits issued by the Department of the Army. EPA and USACE have decided to keep in-
lieu fee mitigation as a mechanism reversing their decision to phase out that mechanism as presented in the 
3/28/2006 [71 FR 15520] proposed rule. This is a comprehensive rulemaking that is an excellence resource 
for personnel not directly involved in the CWA 404 regulatory program. The preamble provides an 
excellence summary of the current watershed philosophy approach and implementing regulations for “no 
net loss” of wetlands and the mechanisms used to mitigate the impacts to wetlands and surface water 
resources authorized by DA issued permits. 
Applicability: This rule has direct applicability to military construction, civil works and RCRA corrective 
action projects.  The substantive requirements of the rule may impact remedial actions conducted under 
CERCLA authority. 
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a080410c.html 
 
Do you have a regulatory question?   Call us or e-mail us at 
http://www.environmental.usace.army.mil/tech_reg.htm 
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