Emergency Response

Emergency response on HTRW cleanup projects is complicated because the presence of contaminants/contaminated media may limit local responders’ ability to deal with emergency situations.  Local responders may not have the equipment or the training necessary to enter contaminated areas of the site to rescue injured or ill personnel.  Local responders may not have the equipment or the training to respond to waste or hazardous substance spill either.  It is for these reasons that it is important to plan for emergency response service with local providers well in advance of field activities. Contact the following organization during the project design/planning stages and assure that service agreements are arranged before work in the field begins: Fire and Emergency Response; Hospital Emergency Room; Police/Sheriff.

Consider the following issues in the work planning process:

1. Health, injury, fire and catastrophic emergencies within the EZ.  Determine if local emergency responders are qualified and have the necessary PPE to enter the EZ and to what extent they are willing to respond to health or injury emergencies on the project.  If they are unwilling or unable to enter the EZ then it may be necessary to train the work crew to move sick or injured personnel out of the EZ so that local responders can provide service.  It may be necessary to train the work crew to deal with fire and catastrophic events in the EZ if local responders are unwilling or unable to enter the EZ.   

2. Emergency spills of waste or hazardous substances.  Special emergency response consideration has to be given to cleanup projects where storage of liquid wastes is required or where hazardous substances are stored and used in the treatment process.  Where hazardous waste/hazardous substance storage is an issue, the following emergency response considerations apply:

a. Characterization – Characterize waste and understand (from Material Safety Data Sheets) the hazardous properties of waste and hazardous substances.    

b. Segregation – Assure that incompatible materials are not mixed together during processing and handling and that a secondary containment system is in place to assure that leaks and spill are contained and that incompatible waste/substances do not mix together if a leak or spill occurs.

c. Training – Assure that project personnel responsible for spill containment and control understand how to safely respond to a spill, that they know their responsibilities and that they know how to use the project supplied equipment for spill and leak containment.  Assure that local emergency response agencies clearly understand their spill response and cleanup responsibilities for the project.

