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10/7/99 p 54604 Corrective Action for Solid Waste Management Units at Hazardous Waste Management Facilities

Action:  Partial withdrawal of rulemaking proposal

Summary:  On 27 July 1990, EPA proposed a RCRA corrective action rule commonly known as “The Subpart S Initiative”.  Today’s rule withdraws those portions of the proposal which were never finalized.  The only finalized elements relate to corrective action management units (CAMUs), temporary units (TUs), and the definition of a “facility” for corrective action.  All other portions of the proposal are withdrawn by EPA.   It is stated that “EPA has found in practice that the current regulations supplemented by current and planned guidance, provide us an adequate foundation to authorize State [corrective action] programs and that additional regulations are not necessary at this time.”   

Applicability:  This is of interest to those involved in the RCRA Corrective Action Program.

10/20/99 p 56469 Land Disposal Restrictions Phase IV: Final Rule Promulgating Treatment Standards for Metal Wastes and Mineral Processing Wastes; Mineral Processing Secondary Materials and Bevill Exclusion Issues; Treatment Standards for Hazardous Soils, and Preserving Wastewaters

Action: Final rule; technical correction

Summary:  This corrects typographical errors in previous rules including correction of the alternative treatment standard for contaminated soil; correction of the treatment standard for K088; and reinstatement of inadvertently removed language regarding LDR notification requirements for hazardous debris.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to USACE personnel using the alternative treatment standard for soil and/or personnel completing LDR notifications for hazardous debris. 

11/2/99 p 59249 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations; Radon-222

Action: Notice of proposed rulemaking

Summary: EPA is proposing a Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) and National Primary Drinking Water Regulations (NPDWRs) for radon-222 in public water supplies. The proposal also includes monitoring, reporting, public notification, and consumer confidence report requirements for radon-222 in drinking water.

Applicability: This applies to community water systems and may be relevant to remediation sites involving radioactivity in ground water.

11/19/99 p 63382 Hazardous Waste Identification Rule (HWIR): Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste

Action: Proposed rule and request for comments

Summary: This proposes to retain and amend the mixture and derived-from rules used to determine whether wastes are hazardous wastes after mixture with other solid wastes or after treatment.   It proposed to exclude treatment residues derived-from listed waste listed solely because of ignitability, corrosivity, or reactivity characteristics.  This also discusses an implementation framework exempting wastes that meet chemical-specific exemption levels.  This would allow residues derived-from treatment of listed hazardous wastes to be managed as non-hazardous waste.

Applicability:  This is a very significant rulemaking for generators of hazardous waste. 

DoD will be submitting comments to EPA regarding this rulemaking.

11/19/99 p 63464 Storage, Treatment, Transportation, and Disposal of Mixed Waste

Action:  Proposed rule and request for comments

Summary: The EPA proposes to provide increased flexibility to facilities that manage low-level mixed waste (LLMW) and naturally occurring and/or accelerator-produced radioactive material (NARM) mixed with hazardous waste. The proposal aims to reduce dual regulation of LLMW, which is currently subject RCRA and to the Atomic Energy Act. It proposes to allow on-site storage and treatment of these wastes by the generator under Nuclear Regulatory Commission/Agreement State license in lieu of a RCRA permit. It also seeks to exempt LLMW and hazardous NARM waste from RCRA manifest, transportation, and disposal requirements when certain conditions are met.

Applicability:  This rule applies to generators of LLMW and/or NARM mixed with hazardous waste.  Sources of such wastes include hospitals, research facilities and laboratories, remediation sites involving mixed waste, and wastes from accidents/spills resulting in hazardous wastes and radioactive material. 

11/22/99 65009 EPA Semi-Annual Regulatory Agenda.

Action:  Notice

Summary:  This summarizes the status of all significant EPA rulemakings

Applicability:  This will be of interest to environmental coordinators responsible for environmental compliance.

12/03/99 67793  National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Halogenated Solvent Cleaning

Action:  Final rule, amendments

Summary:  EPA is issuing final amendments to the Halogenated Solvent Cleaner NESHAP.  Specific amendments apply to continuous web cleaning machines, steam-heated vapor cleaning machines, and cleaning machines used to clean transformers.  The amended standards list required work practices and emission control equipment that must be used on the above listed halogenated solvent cleaning machines.

Applicability:  These final amendments will affect personnel/agencies who own or operate the cleaning machines listed above.

12/06/99 68039  Protection of Stratospheric Ozone

Action:  Notice of Acceptability

Summary:  In this notice, EPA is expanding its list of suitable substitutes under its Significant New Alternative Policy (SNAP) Program.  The notice provides a list of EPA’s most recent acceptable listing decisions for Class I and II substance substitutes for use in refrigeration, air conditioning, foam blowing, solvent cleaning and aerosols.

Applicability:  This notice will be of interest to personnel engaged in the purchase of Class I or II substances and personnel involved in the design or purchase of equipment using ozone depleting substances.

12/07/99 68395 Supplemental Information on the Implementation of the Final Rule on Radiological Criteria for License Termination

Action:  Notice

Summary:  This notice provides supplemental guidance on (1)screening values surface soil contamination release levels; and (2) information on additional NRC efforts in dose modeling.  The guidance will assist in implementation of NRC’s final rule on Radiological Criteria for License Termination that was issued on July 21, 1997 (62 FR 64132).

Applicability:  This notice will be of interest to Corps of Engineers personnel working on remediating a site with radioactive soil contamination under the decommissioning rule.  

12/07/99 68545 Revisions to the Underground Injection Control Regulations for Class V Injection Wells

Action:  Final Rule

Summary:  This rule adds new requirements for two categories of Class V wells to ensure protection of underground sources of drinking water.  The rule bans existing motor vehicle waste disposal wells in groundwater protection areas and other sensitive ground water areas unless a waiver and permit are obtained.  The rule bans new motor vehicle waste disposal wells and new and existing large-capacity cesspools nationwide.

Applicability:  This rule will be of interest to any Corps of Engineers facility that does motor vehicle repair work and does not discharge to a NPDES permitted treatment facility.  There are exclusions to the rule such as single family residential cesspools and non-residential cesspools which receive solely sanitary waste and have the capacity to serve fewer than 20 persons per day.

12/10/99 69357  Use Authorization for, and Distribution in Commerce of, Non-liquid Polychlorinated Biphenyls; Notice of Availability; Partial Reopening of Comment Period

Action:  Proposed Rule; notice of data availability; partial reopening of comment period.

Summary: In the proposal of December 6, 1994, EPA solicited comments on a provision that would authorize the use of certain non-liquid PCB (NLPCB) applications.  EPA is particularly interested in data regarding the PCB concentration and route(s) of exposure to PCBs found in the NLPCB applications that are the subject of the action and the associated risks of exposure.  EPA has reopened the comment period for 120 days for additional public comment on existing and new data submissions regarding NLPCB, which will be followed by an additional 90-day comment period for parties who are interested in reviewing and commenting on any of the existing or newly submitted data. 

Applicability:  This proposed rule and reopening of comment period may be of interest to Corps of Engineers facilities that have additional data/comments pertaining to NLPCBs, and are encouraged to submit written comments and supporting data through the appropriate chain of command, or contact HTRW-CX regulatory specialists for additional information. 
12/08/99 68722 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System – Regulations for Revision of the Water Pollution Control Program Addressing Storm Water Discharges

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA has finalized “Phase II” storm water regulations. The main focus of the rule is the addition of small (<100,000 people) municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4’s) and construction activities between one (1) and five (5) acres in size to the general storm water permit process.  EPA specifically stated military installations are covered by the small MS4 definition. In addition EPA has finalized a “no exposure” conditional exemption for any (Phase I or Phase II) industrial activity, excluding construction activities, that meets certain criteria. The “no exposure” exemption must be resubmitted ever five (5) years. Individual out-falls are not allowed coverage and the exemption must be applied at a facility wide level.  EPA is giving authorized states several years to develop and implement the Phase II program, so the effective date for most of the rule covering MS4’s and construction activities of 1 – 5 acres in size is not until March 10, 2003.  Where EPA is the permitting authority, “no exposure” certifications can be submitted any time after February 7, 2000.

Applicability: The Phase II regulations will impact all missions of USACE including military construction, civil works and the HTRW program. In particular the 1 –5 acre construction permit requirements will likely be the most commonly triggered general permit requirement. The ample phase in period should help eliminate concerns of proper implementation within various programs. Some activities, particularly civil works, may wish to evaluate the “no exposure” certification criteria to see if this is an option worth pursuing.

12/17/99 70602  Revisions to Guidelines for the Storage and Collection of Residential, Commercial, and Institutional Solid Waste

Action:  Direct Final Rule

Summary:  EPA is revising its solid waste guidelines found in 40 CFR 243.100, 243.200-1 and 243.202-1.  The old standards were based upon the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standard Z245.1 – Safety Standards for Refuse Collection Equipment.  It is ANSI’s policy to revise each standard every 5 years.  The EPA guidelines in 40 CFR 243 have not been revised since 1976.  Revisions to the guidelines apply to collection equipment and vehicles.  The new guidelines reflect the minimum level of performance that solid waste collection operations are required to meet.

Applicability:  The rule will be of interest to personnel involved with either procuring or performing waste collection services.

12/21/99  71614 Interim Guidance on the CERCLA Section 101(10)(H) Federally Permitted Release Definition for Certain Air Emissions

Action: Notice and request for comments

Summary:  The EPA is issuing interim guidance on when air emissions of certain air pollutants are subject to CERCLA and EPCRA release reporting requirements and when they are to be considered federally permitted releases and exempt from reporting requirements.  Air emissions are considered federally permitted if they are subject to a permit or control regulation under the sections 110, 111, 112 of the Clean Air Act (CAA) or subject to requirements of parts C or D of Title I of the CAA.  Emissions are not exempt from reporting requirements if they are the result of unpermitted or unregulated releases, caused by accident or malfunction, emitted during start-up or shut-down operations, regulated solely to address volatile organic compound contributions to ozone pollution or regulated solely to address particulate matter ambient air quality concerns.

Applicability:  This notice and request for comments will be of particular interest to personnel at facilities that have emissions that might fit in the “unpermitted” category as these emissions may become subject to CERCLA or EPCRA release reporting requirements.

12/23/99 p 72045  Standards for the Use or Disposal of Sewage Sludge

Action:  Proposed Rule

Summary:  EPA is proposing to amend the management standards for sewage sludge by adding a numeric concentration limit for dioxin and dioxin-like compounds.  The proposed rule would establish a standard for dioxins in sewage sludge that is land applied.  The rule would not establish new requirements for sewage sludge that is incinerated or placed in surface disposal units.

Applicability:  This proposed rule would be of interest to federal agencies with treatment works that treat or condition domestic sewage or apply sewage sludge to the land.

01/12/00 p 1950 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations for Lead and Copper

Action: Final rule

Summary:  EPA made minor revisions to the regulations to improve implementation of the lead and copper rule.  This action does not affect the existing maximum contaminant level goals, action levels, or the basic regulatory requirements.  It does expands the lead solder and flux prohibition to include plumbing fittings and fixtures.

Applicability: This applies to public water systems.

01/19/00  p 3069  Comprehensive Guideline for Procurement of Products Containing Recovered Materials

Action:  Final rule

Summary:  EPA is amending the May 1, 1995 Comprehensive Procurement Guideline (CPG) by designating 18 new items that are or can be made with recovered materials.  The new items are:  carpet cushion, flowable fill, railroad grade crossing surfaces, park benches and picnic tables, playground equipment, food waste compost, plastic lumber landscaping timbers and posts, solid plastic binders, plastic clip portfolios, plastic presentation folders, sorbents, industrial drums, awards and plaques, mats, signage and manual-grade strapping.  Once designated in the CPG, procuring agencies using Federal funds must purchase the item containing the highest percentage of recovered materials possible.  There are some exceptions to this requirement that pertain to cost, availability and required performance standards.

Applicability:  This final rule will be of interest to personnel involved in the purchase of  the designated items.  In particular, Civil Works projects purchasing equipment for recreational areas need to be aware of the requirement.

01/19/00 p 3008 Effluent Limitation Guidelines, Pretreatment Standards, and New Source Performance Standards for the Landfills Point Source Category

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA has finalized technology based effluent limits for waste water discharges for new and existing landfills operating under RCRA Subtitle C and Subtitle D provisions. The rule does not address the treatment and discharge of groundwater and does not set pretreatment standards for the discharge to Publicly Owned Treatment Works.  Waste water sources addressed by the  rule include, but are not limited to leachate and condensate from gas collection.  The rule applies to surface water discharges only.

Applicability: Facilities operating Subtitle C and Subtitle D landfills that discharge to surface water are directly regulated under this rule.  For HTRW designers, the technology based standards may be of interest in determining potential permit conditions or ARAR discharge criteria. However, as always, technology based standards may not be considered protective, in which case water quality based effluent limitations may be the defining parameter for discharge levels at a particular site.

01/27/00 p 4360 Effluent Limitation Guidelines, Pretreatment Standards, and New Source Performance Standards for the Commercial Hazardous Waste Combustor Subcategory of the Waste Combustors Point Source Category

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA has finalized technology based effluent limits and pretreatment standards for waste water discharges from existing and new stand-alone commercial hazardous waste combustors (CHWCs). Three sets of limitations are defined and include discharges to surface waters, to Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTWs) and standards for new sources.  Incinerators and Boilers and Industrial Furnaces are covered; cement kilns are not covered by this rule.

 Applicability: Only facilities operating as commercial facilities (i.e. receive a fee or other remuneration) from the treatment of waste received from off-site are covered.  EPA stated they were not aware of any federally operated facilities collecting a fee for this type of operation. However, for HTRW designers, the technology based standards may be of interest in determining potential permit conditions or ARAR discharge criteria. However, as always, technology based standards may not be considered protective, in which case water quality based effluent limitations may be the defining parameter for discharge levels at a particular site.

2/16/00 p 7809 Deferral of Phase IV Standards for PCB's as an Underlying 

Hazardous Constituent in Soil

Action:  Proposed rule

Summary: EPA proposes to temporarily defer a portion of the LDR rule with respect to PCBs as an underlying hazardous constituent (UHC) in soils exhibiting a hazardous characteristic for a RCRA metal.  Under the proposal, generators would still be required to treat PCBs if the total concentration of halogenated organic compounds in the soil equals or exceeds 1000 parts per million.

Applicability:  The Department of Defense intends to submit comments to EPA supporting this deferral.  This rule will affect treatment of PCB contaminated soils which exhibit a hazardous characteristic for a RCRA metal. 

2/25/2000 p 10086 Toxic and hazardous substances control:  New chemicals; receipt and status information

Action:  Notice

Summary:  The EPA is announcing its schedule of workshops to teach toxic release inventory (TRI) reporting under section 313 of EPCRA.  The schedule, location and dates of the workshops are listed in the notice as well as points of contacts for registering for the workshops.  The TRI workshop is offered free and students need only pay their own travel and labor expenses.

Applicability:  The workshops should be of interest to those personnel responsible for completing and submitting EPCRA TRI reports.

3/2/00 p 11372 Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Regulation for Public Water 

Systems; Analytical Methods for Perchlorate and Acetochlor; Announcement of Laboratory Approval and Performance Testing (PT) Program for the Analysis of Perchlorate

Action: Direct final rule

Summary: This rule specifies the approved analytical methods for measuring perchlorate and acetochlor in drinking water and includes minor technical changes to the September 17 , 1999 Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR), 64 FR 50556.  

Applicability:  Though the monitoring requirements only applies to large community and non-transient non-community water systems serving more than 10,000 persons, this may be relevant at sites remediating perchlorate or acetochlor in ground water.  

03/08/00 p 12377 180-Day Accumulation Time Under RCRA for Waste Water Treatment Sludges From the Metal Finishing Industry

Action: Final rule

Summary: This rule lengthens the accumulation time allowed for large quantity generators of  F006 sludge from 90 days to 180 days with provisions to allow accumulation up to 270 days without a hazardous waste storage permit.  Conditions applicable to the extended accumulation period include a requirement that the F006 waste is to be recycled for metals recovery. 

Applicability:  This is of interest to those providing RCRA hazardous waste management training since it deviates from standard 90 day accumulation timeframe which applies to other types of hazardous waste.   It will also be on interest to compliance inspectors overseeing activities which generate F006 waste.  This rule will not be effective in HSWA authorized states unless they adopt this standard.  Therefore, its may or may not apply at DoD installations generating F006 waste depending upon their State authorization status

03/13/2000  p 13243  Amendments to the List of Regulated Substances and Thresholds for Accidental Release Prevention; Flammable Substances Used as Fuel or Held for Sale as Fuel at Retail Facilities.

Action:  Final Rule

Summary:  EPA is modifying its chemical accident prevention regulations to conform to the provisions of the Chemical Safety Information, Site Security and Fuels Regulatory Relief Act (Public Law 106-40).  The list of flammable substances under Clean Air Act Section 112(r) is being revised to exclude flammable substances that are used solely as a fuel or are held for sale as a fuel at a retail facility.  The exclusion does not apply to those flammable substances that are used as feedstock in a production or other process.

Applicability:  This new ruling will be of interest to those personnel and facilities who have submitted a Risk Management Program (RMP) containing requirements for the now excluded flammable substances.  Facilities that have submitted RMPs that cover only flammable substances used as fuel may request that EPA withdraw their submissions.  EPA will then delete it from the RMP database.  For RMPs covering toxic as well as flammable substances used as fuel, they may resubmit a revised RMP with the requirements for the flammable substances removed therefrom.

03/17/00 p 14472 Organobromine Production Wastes; Identification and Listing of 

Hazardous Waste; Land Disposal Restrictions; Listing of CERCLA 

Hazardous Substances, Reportable Quantities 

Action: Final rule

Summary: Regulatory provisions regarding organobromine wastes are vacated in response to a court ruling.  EPA is also deleting associated LDR treatment standards for these listed wastes.

Applicability: This is provide for information only.  It is not expected to impact USACE.  It only effects generators of  K140 and U408 listed hazardous wastes. 

03/24/00 p 15904 Announcement of Schedule for RCRA Corrective Action Guidance Documents and Request for Feedback on RCRA Cleanup Reforms

Action:  Notice

Summary: This notice announces a schedule and invites comments on three upcoming draft guidance documents regarding RCRA Cleanup Reform. The draft guidance documents, when available, will be at: http://www.epa.gov/correctiveaction . The first draft guidance document entitled, the Handbook of Groundwater Policies for RCRA Corrective Action, is expected to be available in April 2000.  Persons in need of a hard copy can obtain it via the RCRA Hotline at 800-424-9346 or TDD 800-553-7672 (hearing impaired). The other two guidance documents are entitled, "Results-Based Approaches to Corrective Action" and "Corrective Action Completion".  The announcement also invite feedback to EPA regarding RCRA corrective action reform.

Applicability:  This will be of interest to facilities required to conduct corrective action under RCRA.

3/30/00 p 17010 Storm Water Multi-Sector General Permit for Industrial Activities

Action:  Notice 

Summary: EPA Regions I – IV, VI, and VIII –X are proposing to reissue the Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP) for Storm Water associated with industry activities for locations in which a State is not authorized to issue general NPDES permits or is not authorized to permit Federal Facilities.  The permit is similar to the original MSGP issued on September 29, 1995 (60 FR 50804).  EPA has identified thirty (30) sectors A – Z and AA –AD which are required to seek permit coverage.  Certification of the Protection of Threatened and Endangered Species and their habitat as well as the protection of  historic resources has been incorporated into the permit application process.

Applicability: Federal Facilities in States with no general NPDES permit authority or Federal Facilities residing in States that do not have authority to permit Federal Facilities may be required to seek coverage under this general permit for storm water.

4/11/00 p 19618 Incentives for Self-Policing: Discovery, Disclosure, Correction and Prevention of Violations

Action: Final Policy Statement 

Summary:  This revises EPA's 1995 Audit Policy which encourages self policing and disclosure of environmental violations.  The policy sets for the conditions and incentives of the policy.  Incentives include elimination or substantial reduction of the gravity component of civil penalties and a determination not to recommend criminal prosecution of the disclosing entity when self disclosure is provided in accordance with the policy.

Applicability: This policy relates violation of Federal environmental statutes.

4/19/00 p 20934 Hazardous Waste Identification Rule (HWIR)
Action:  Extension of Public Comment Period

Summary: EPA extended the comment period for the Hazardous Waste Identification Rule which was published in the November 19, 1999 Federal Register, 64 FR 63382.   Comments are now due on or before Aug 15, 2000.

Applicability: The Army Environmental Center is coordinating comments on this rulemaking for the Department of Defense.   

4/21/00 p 21576  National Primary Drinking Water Regulations; Radionuclides

Action: Notice of Data Availability; Proposed Rule

Summary: This document presents additional information relevant to the Maximum Contaminant Level Goals (MCLGs), the Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs), and monitoring requirements contained in the 1991 proposal. EPA is seeking public review and comment on these new data. The Agency is also soliciting comments on several implementation options that are being evaluated for inclusion in the final regulations.

Applicability:  This may impact FUSRAP.

4/26/00 p 24387 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone; Listing of Substitutes for Ozone-Depleting Substances

Action:  Final Rule

Summary:  In this final ruling, EPA is approving the use of two ozone depleting substances (ODSs) for use in fire suppression and explosion protection. IG-100, comprised of 100% nitrogen, has been classified as an acceptable substitute subject to use conditions for halon 1301 total flooding applications.  The use conditions for use of IG-100 relate to design requirements meant to ensure sufficient oxygen will be available for workplace personnel.   EPA is also approving the use of HCFC Blend E as a substitute for halon 1211 streaming agent uses in non-residential applications.  Because HCFC break down into toxic decomposition products, the use of HCFC Blend E as a substitute for halon 1211 is subject to narrowed use limits of non-residential use.

Applicability:  This ruling will be of interest to personnel currently using either halon 1301 in total flooding applications or halon 1211 in streaming applications.  In particular, Civil Works personnel who have total flooding fire suppression systems using halon 1301 may want to check into replacing the halon 1301 system with an IG-100 system.

4/26/00  24594 Executive Order 13148 – Greening the Government Through Leadership in Environmental Management

Action:  Executive Order (EO)

Summary:  EO 13148 sets forth requirements for Federal agencies pertaining to attaining pollution reduction goals,  the development of environmental management systems and compliance audits,  and other pollution prevention requirements.  Numeric goals are set in the EO as well as dates by which Federal agencies must achieve those goals.  The EO contains provisions for planning and accountability, promoting environmental management and leadership, emergency planning, pollution prevention, and acquisition and procurement.

Applicability:  The EO applies to all Federal agencies, including the Corps.  Upper management will be interested in knowing the requirements and making provisions for their implementation.

4/28/00 p 23429 April 2000 Agenda of EPA Regulatory and Deregulatory Actions  

Action: Notice

Summary: Twice a year, EPA provides the status of major rulemaking activities in the Federal Register.  The most recent version is provided by this Federal Register. 

Applicability:  This will be of interest to those tracking the status of regulation development within EPA.

5/4/00 p 25981 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Public Notification 

Rule

Action:  Final rule

Summary: EPA is publishing regulations revising the public notification requirements for drinking water. The regulations identify the form, manner, frequency, and content of  Consumer Confidence Reports used to notify the general public regarding compliance with standards established under the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

Applicability: This applies to owners and operators of public water systems. Such owners and operators are required to notify persons served by the water system when they fail to comply with the requirements of the National Primary Drinking Water Regulations (NPDWR); have a variance or exemption from the drinking water regulations; or are facing other situations posing a risk to public health.

5/10/00 p 30193 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Ground Water Rule

Action: Notice of proposed rulemaking.
Summary: EPA is proposing  a strategy to address waterborne pathogens from fecal in  ground water systems. The proposed strategy addresses risks through a multiple-barrier 

approach that relies on five major components: periodic sanitary surveys of ground water systems; hydrogeologic assessments to identify wells sensitive to fecal contamination; source water monitoring for systems drawing from sensitive wells without treatment or with other indications of risk; a requirement for correction of significant deficiencies and fecal contamination, and compliance monitoring to insure disinfection treatment is reliably operated where it is used..

Applicability: This is applicable to all public water systems including transient providers such as those who operate campgrounds and recreation areas. 

5/15/00 p 30886 Amendments to Streamline the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Program Regulations: Round Two

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA is continuing the streamlining of the NPDES permitting process to remove redundant requirements, clarify requirements and reduce the regulatory burden of the permitting process.  Aside from reorganizing certain portions of the regulations EPA has addressed two issues of potential interest to Federal NPDES permit holders. First EPA has added language allowing the incorporation of Water Quality Based Limitations (40 CFR 122.28) into General Permits. Second EPA has added provisions to allow a waiver from monitoring for certain parameters associated with Effluent Guideline Limitations (40 CFR 122.44(a)) provided the permittee can certify the absence of the parameter in the permitted discharge.

Applicability: These amendments and clarifications will be of interest to those involved in the management of NPDES permits for Federally permitted discharges.

5/22/00 p  32213 Regulatory Determination on Wastes from the Combustion of Fossil Fuels

Action: Final rule

Summary: EPA has evaluated whether wastes from the combustion of fossil fuels warrant regulation under RCRA.  They concluded that residues do not warrant regulation as hazardous waste, but that coal combustion disposed in landfills, surface impoundments, or mines, should be regulated under Subtitle D, non-hazardous waste regulations.  They also concluded that there is no need to regulate coal combustion wastes that are beneficially reused or wastes from the combustion of oil or natural gas.

Applicability: These regulations, when developed, will apply to installations generating ash from the combustion of coal.

5/30/00 p 34404 Removal of the Maximum Contaminant Level Goal for Chloroform From the National Primary Drinking Water Regulations

Action: Final rule

Summary: EPA is removing the zero MCLG for chloroform from its National Primary Drinking Water Regulations (NPDWRs) in accordance with a recent order of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.

Applicability: This is not expected to have a substantive effect on ground water remediation projects or on activities of public water systems, but may be of general interest to those dealing with chloroform in ground water.

6/12/00 p 36994 Notice of twelfth update of the Federal Agency Hazardous Waste 

Compliance Docket, pursuant to CERCLA section 120(c)

Action: Notice

Summary:  CERCLA requires periodic updating of the Federal Facilities Compliance Docket. The docket serves three purposes: (1) It identifies Federal facilities that must be evaluated to determine whether they pose a risk to human health and the environment sufficient to warrant inclusion on the National Priorities List (NPL); (2) to compile and maintain the information submitted to EPA on such facilities under the provisions listed in section 120(c) of CERCLA; and (3) to provide a mechanism to make the information available to the public.  Facilities added to the docket are required by SARA and the Defense Authorization Act of 1997 to complete a Preliminary Assessment and if warranted, a Site Inspection.

Applicability: The Corps of Engineer's Bradford Island Landfill was added to the docket along with several other Army facilities.

6/13/00 p 37052 Revisions to the Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule (IESWTR), the Stage 1 Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproducts Rule (Stage 1 DBPR) and Revisions to State Primacy Requirements to Implement the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) Amendments

Action: Direct final rule withdrawal

Summary: Due to receipt of adverse comments, EPA is withdrawing the direct final rule regarding the Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule, the Stage 1 Disinfectant and Disinfection Byproducts Rule, and the Primacy Rule which was published on April 14, 2000.   EPA has reopened the comment period on this proposed rule  

Applicability:  This proposal pertains to public water systems.

6/13/00 p 37092 Reopening of Comment Period on Revisions to the Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule (IESWTR), the Stage 1 Disinfectants and 

Disinfection Byproducts Rule (Stage 1 DBPR) and Revisions to State 

Primacy Requirements to Implement the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) 

Amendments

Action: Proposed rule, notice of reopening of comment period 

Summary: EPA is reopening of the comment period on a the proposal which appeared in the April 14, 2000 Federal Register, 65 FR 20314.  Comment are due by July 13, 2000.

Applicability:  This proposal pertains to public water systems

6/14/00 p 37331 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations; Ground Water Rule

Action: Notice of extension of public comment period

Summary: The proposed GWR was published in the Federal Register on May 10, 2000 (65 FR 30194). The proposal addresses reduction of public health risk associated with the consumption of waterborne pathogens from fecal contamination for a substantial number of people served by ground water sources.  The comment period is extended until August 9, 2000.

Applicability: This proposal pertains to Public Water Systems.

6/14/00 p 37368 2000 National Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Program 

Meeting

Action: Notice of public invitation to plenary sessions of RCRA National Meeting and to the Environmental Indicator Forum

Summary: Public notice is given of plenary sessions ``RCRA: Visions for the Future" meeting. The National Meeting will explore future waste management issues. The first plenary starts at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, August 15, 2000 and ends at noon. The second plenary starts at 8:30 am on Thursday, August 17, 2000 and ends at 10:00 am. The Environmental Indicator Forum, will start at 1:00 pm on August 15, and 

continue through August 17. It is also open to the public. Although attendance at the National Meeting breakout sessions is limited to regulators, the general public is invited to attend the two plenary sessions. An Environmental Indicator Forum will be held during the Meeting. 

Applicability: This meeting may be of interest to those who track developments within the RCRA program.

6/15/00 p 37548 Guidance Documents for Dioxin and Dioxin-like Compounds and Other Persistent Bioaccumulative Toxic (PBT) Chemicals; Community Right-to-Know Toxic Chemical Release Reporting

Action:  Notice of availability; request for comments and request for workgroup members

Summary:  EPA has made available for comment their draft guidance for PBT chemicals recently made subject to EPCRA 313 reporting.  PBTs have much lower 313 reporting thresholds than do other toxic chemicals.  EPA is requesting comments on the draft guidance document.  The draft document can be downloaded for review from http://www.epa.gov/tri . 

Applicability:  This guidance document will be of interest to those persons involved in EPCRA 313 reporting.  

6/19/00 p 37932 Land Disposal Restrictions: Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Action: Advance notice of proposed rulemaking

Summary: EPA is providing advance notice of changes being considered regarding the Land Disposal Restriction program. Issues include: ways to encourage source reduction and recycling of hazardous wastes; ways in encourage use of innovative technologies; whether stabilization is effective in the long-term; modification of F001-F005 treatment standards to require treatment for additional constituents; revision of reactive waste treatment standards; establishment of a new waste code for incinerator ash; ways to get involve the public in Determinations of Equivalent Treatment; whether macroencapsulation of hazardous debris should be limited to inorganic waste and whether special treatment standards should be established for mixed waste. Comments are due to EPA by September 18, 2000.

Applicability:  This action is applicable to generators, treaters, and disposers of hazardous waste.

6/21/00 p 38629 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Public Notification 

Rule

Action: Correction

Summary:  This provides corrections to a May 4, 2000 Federal Register rule. 
Applicability:  This Federal Register is of interest because it provides a very good summary of contaminants, maximum contaminant levels, maximum contaminant level goals, and related health effects.

6/22/00 p 38888 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations; Arsenic and Clarifications to Compliance and New Source Contaminants Monitoring

Action: Notice of proposed rulemaking

Summary: EPA is proposing a maximum contaminant level, for arsenic of 0.005 mg/L. EPA is also requesting comment on 0.003 mg/L, 0.010 mg/L and 0.020 mg/L for the 

MCL.

Applicability:  This applies to public water systems.  It may also have impacts to removal and remedial actions involving arsenic contamination in ground water.

7/13/00 p 43586 Revisions to the Water Quality Planning and Management Regulation and Revisions to the NPDES Program in Support of Revisions to the Water Quality Planning and Management Regulation

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA has revised and clarified current regulatory requirements for establishing Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) under the CWA so that they may be more efficiently used in improving water quality on a nationwide level. Under the CWA States, Territories, and authorized Tribes are required to identify impaired waters and develop TMDLs for parameters causing surface water impairment. EPA has defined specific time frames for lists of impaired waters to be developed and their associated TMDLs. 

Applicability: The Civil Works community and active installations that are located adjacent to State listed impaired waters will be interested in the programmatic revisions EPA has finalized.

7/18/00 p 44491 Hazardous Waste Identification Rule (HWIR): Identification and 

Listing of Hazardous of Hazardous Wastes

Action: Notice of data availability and request for comment; extension of the public comment period.

Summary: This notice extends the comment period for the November 19, 1999 HWIR exemption discussion until October 16, 2000.  It also discusses improvements to the model which is to be used to develop exemption levels as well as providing results of modeling for 36 chemicals. 

7/28/00 p 46457 Whole Effluent Toxicity Test Methods Guidance; Notice of Availability

Action: Notice

Summary: EPA is making available new standardized guidance for Whole Effluent Toxicity (WET) Testing based on a legal challenge of the 1995 rulemaking. The guidance document is available at http://www.epa.gov/OST/WET.

Applicability: Individuals involved in NPDES permit compliance or toxicity testing in the HTRW program may find this document of interest for scoping and data interpretation.

8/2/00 page 47323 Change of Official EPA Mailing Address; Technical Amendments

Action: Final rule

Summary:  EPA provides notice that they are relocating the majority of their Headquarter offices in the Washington Metropolitan area to new offices in downtown Washington, DC and are changing its official mailing addresses.  The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) will be amended accordingly.

Applicability:  Persons submitting formal correspondence to Headquarters EPA will want to verify that they have the correct address.

8/4/00 p 47988 Notification of Proposed Policy Change; Superfund Construction Completion List

Action: Notice of proposed policy change

Summary:  Previously EPA's Construction Completion List (CCL) did not list sites deleted from the National Priorities List.  In this notice, EPA proposes to change this such that all sites that are on the NPL or have been deleted from the NPL are eligible for the CCL when all physical construction under all authorities is complete. 

Applicability:  Persons using the CCL as a resource will want to be aware of this change.

8/14/00 p 49666 Effluent Limitations Guidelines, Pretreatment Standards, and New Source Performance Standards for the Transportation Equipment Cleaning Point 

Source Category

Action:  Final rule

Summary: This regulation establishes technology-based effluent limitation guidelines, new source performance standards, and pretreatment standards for the discharge of pollutants into waters of the United States and into publicly owned treatment works (POTWs) by existing and new facilities that perform transportation equipment 

cleaning operations.

Applicability:  This applies to cleaning of the interior of tank trucks, closed-top hopper trucks, rail tank cars, closed-top hopper rail cars, intermodal tank containers, tank barges, 

closed-top hopper barges, and ocean/sea tankers used to transport materials or cargos that come into direct contact with the tank or container interior. Facilities which do not engage in cleaning the interior of tanks are not considered within the scope of this rule.

8/15/00 p 49777 Hazardous Materials: Availability of Information for Hazardous 

Materials Transported by Aircraft

Action: Advance notice of proposed rulemaking

Summary: RSPA solicits comments and suggestions on ways to implement a recommendation from the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) to require that air carriers transporting hazardous materials have the means to quickly retrieve and provide information about the identity of a hazardous material on an airplane. We also solicit comments on the need for this or other changes to the Hazardous Materials Regulations to make it easier for emergency responders to obtain shipment information for hazardous materials transported by aircraft.

Applicability:  Persons involved in transporting hazardous material via aircraft may be interested in following the development of this rule. 

8/18/00 p 50450 Hazardous Materials; Miscellaneous Amendments

Action: Final rule

Summary: This final rule amends the Hazardous Materials Regulations by incorporating miscellaneous changes based on petitions for rulemaking and RSPA initiative.  Changes include modifications to entries for "Polychlorinated biphenyl, liquid" and "Polychlorinated biphenyl, solid" to remove the "A, W" designation and to add a new special provision to clarify that PCB is only regulated by DOT when it meets the defining criteria for a hazardous substance or  marine pollutant. 

Applicability:  These changes apply to shipments of hazardous materials.  For example, lab samples of PCB which are too small to meet the definition of hazardous substance or marine pollutant, will no longer be subject to hazardous material regulation when shipped by air. 

8/21/00 p 50672 National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants; Standard for Emissions of Radionuclides Other Than Radon From Department of Energy Facilities; Standard for Radionuclide Emissions From Federal Facilities Other Than Nuclear Regulatory Commission Licensees and Not Covered by Subpart H

Action: Notice of proposed rulemaking; reopening of public comment period.

Summary: EPA is extending the comment period on the proposed rule to amend 40 CFR part 61, subpart H as it applies to operations at any facility owned or operated by the Department of Energy (DOE) that emits any radionuclide other than radon-222 and radon-220 into the air and subpart I as it applies to non-DOE federal facilities in the 

radionuclide National Emission Standards Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPs) which was proposed by  65 FR 29934, May 9, 2000. The comment period for this hearing was to end on August 14, 2000. This comment period is extended to October 6, 2000.

Applicability:  Persons commenting on this proposal will want to be aware of the extended due date.

8/22/00 p 51079 Corrective Action Management Unit Amendments

Action:  Proposed rule

Summary:  The 1993 CAMU Rule, which provided remediation waste relief from land disposal restriction treatment standards and from minimum technology requirements for  unit design, was challenged on the basis that it did not provide sufficient detail on management requirements for remediation waste.  In response, EPA is proposing minimum standards for CAMUs including requirements for liners, caps, and ground water monitoring.

Applicability:  This applies to hazardous waste cleanups requiring a CAMU designation.

