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10/7/2002 p 62617 Land Disposal Restrictions: National Treatment Variance To Designate New Treatment Subcategories for Radioactively Contaminated Cadmium, Mercury and Silver Containing Batteries

Action: Direct Final Rule

Summary: EPA takes action to grant a national treatability variance from the Land Disposal Restrictions treatment standards for radioactively contaminated cadmium, mercury, and silver containing batteries by designating new treatment subcategories for these wastes. A proposed rule may also be found in this Federal Register on page 62625.

Applicability:  This is expected to apply at Department of Energy facilities.

Reference: Access full text at http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021007c.html 

10/8/2002 p 62647 Municipal Solid Waste Landfill Location Restrictions for Airport 

Safety

Action: Withdrawal of direct final rule.

Summary: Because EPA received adverse comment, the direct final rule for Municipal Solid Waste Landfill Location Restrictions for Airport Safety published July 11, 2002 (67 FR 45915) is withdrawn.

Applicability:  This applies to siting of landfills

Reference: Access full text at http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021008c.html 

10/23/2002 p 65220 Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for the Analysis of 

Pollutants Under the Clean Water Act; National Primary Drinking Water 

Regulations; and National Secondary Drinking Water Regulations; 

Action: Methods Update

Summary: This final rule revises wastewater and drinking water regulations to include updated versions of test procedures (i.e., analytical methods) for the determination of chemical, radiological, and microbiological pollutants and contaminants. 

Applicability: This applies to analysis of wastewater and drinking water.

Reference: Access full text at http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021023c.html 

10/30/2002 p 66251 Waste Management System; Testing and Monitoring Activities; Proposed Rule: Methods Innovation Rule; Proposed Rule

Action: Proposed rule

Summary:  This proposes to modify RCRA regulations to add flexibility in waste analysis by removing unnecessarily restrictive requirements to use SW-846 methods for testing waste. This also addressed clarifications regarding the ignitability and corrosivity characteristics and modification of SW-846 regarding reactivity. This also requests comments on a guidance document entitled “RCRA Waste Sampling Draft Technical Guidance.” 

Applicability: This will affect DoD waste generators, but is not expected to have any negative impact. 

Reference: Access full text at http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021030c.html 

11/1/2002 p 66571 Hazardous Materials: Retention of Shipping Papers

Action: Final rule; response to appeals

Summary: In this rule, RSPA is making changes to the shipping paper retention rule published on July 12, 2002.  The July rule amended the Hazardous Material Regulations (HMR) to require shippers and carriers to retain a copy of each hazardous material shipping paper, or an electronic image thereof, for a period of 375 days, after the material is accepted by the carrier for shipment.  This rule revised the requirement for shipping papers to be made “immediately” available, upon request, to an authorized official.  Persons subject to the shipping paper retention requirement must make copies available, upon request, “at reasonable times and locations”.  However DOT expects the requested documents to be made available to the inspector the same day as the request with allowances for time zone and business office location delays.  The rule was also amended to permit the use of the date on the waybill, airbill, or bill of lading for the date of acceptance required on a shipping paper.

Applicability: This will affect all shippers and carriers of hazardous materials subject to the shipping paper retention rule.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021101c.html
11/19/02 pg 69952 Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for the Analysis of Pollutants; Whole Effluent Toxicity Methods

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA is approving several test methods for measuring the toxicity of effluents and receiving waters. The tests are commonly known as Whole Effluent Toxicity  (WET) Tests. EPA also revises some methods and withdraws two WET test methods. The final rule is in large part a response to a settlement agreement. EPA is ratifying ten (10) methods and withdrawing two methods. The two withdrawn methods are the Holmesimysis costata Acute Test and the Champia parvula Reproduction Test.

Applicability: Civil Works projects and active installations with NPDES permits containing provisions to monitor Whole Effluent Toxicity will have an interest in this final rule as there may be a direct bearing on existing permit conditions.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021119c.html
11/27/2002 p 70850 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Minor Revisions to Public Notification Rule, Consumer Confidence Report Rule and Primacy 

Rule

Action: Final rule

Summary:  This finalizes minor changes to the Public Notification Rule and Consumer Confidence Report Rule under the Safe Drinking Water Act.  Changes include modified language for notifying the public of health effects for di(2-ethylhexyl) adipate (DEHA) and di(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP).  Changes to Appendix A of the Consumer Confidence Report include: correcting drinking water source information listed for copper; changing the placement of regulatory and health effects information for disinfection by-products; and typographical correction of ``chloride dioxide'' to ``chlorine dioxide.'' The descriptions for the sources of bromate, chlorite, and total trihalomethanes are also changed to reflect that they are caused as a “by-product of drinking water disinfection” rather than as a “by-product of chlorination”.

Applicability:  This applies to notifications made by public water systems.

Reference:  Full text can be accessed via http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021127c.html 

11/29/02 pg 71165 Draft Strategy for National Clean Water Industrial Regulations

Action: Notice of availability of draft Strategy for National Clean Water Industrial Regulations.

Summary:  EPA is announcing the availability of its draft Strategy for National Clean Water Industrial Regulations. The draft Strategy describes a process to identify existing effluent guidelines (ELG’s) that EPA should consider revising, and to identify any industrial categories EPA should consider developing new ELG’s.

Applicability: EPA is requesting comments on the draft Strategy. The document is available electronically at http://www.epa.gov/edocket under docket number OW-2002-0020. Search on the docket number, then scroll to the end of the list.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021129c.html
12/3/2002 p 71964 OSWER 9355.0-85 Contaminated Sediment Remediation Guidance for Hazardous Waste Sites; Request for Comment on Draft Guidance

Action:  Notice

Summary: The EPA requests comments on the subject document.  Due date for comments is 3 March 2003.

Applicability: This applies to hazardous waste sites with sediment contamination

Reference:  Full text can be accessed via: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021203c.html 

12/9/2002 p 75167 Semiannual regulatory agenda.

Action: N/A

Summary:  Twice a year, EPA publishes information regarding the status of rules in various stages of development.  This is known as the semi-annual regulatory agenda. This updates schedules for important rules such as The Manifest Rule, which is now scheduled to be finalized in December of 2003.

Applicability:  This applies to all environmental programs including RCRA, CERCLA, Safe Drinking Water Act, Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, EPCRA, TSCA, and FIFRA.

Reference:  Access via http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/frcont02.html 

12/20/2002 p 78116 Proposed National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for Storm Water Discharges From Construction Activities 

Action: Proposed Rule

Summary:  EPA Regions 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 today are proposing EPA’s NPDES general permits for discharges from large and small construction activity. The proposed permit would replace the existing permit covering large construction sites in EPA Regions 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9 and 10 that expires on February 17, 2003 and the permit covering large construction sites in EPA Region 6 that expires July 6, 2003. The proposed permit would also cover large construction sites in EPA Region 5. In addition, the proposed permit incorporates coverage of small construction activity in EPA Regions 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. Today’s proposed permit is similar to the 1998 permits and will authorize the discharge of pollutants in storm water runoff associated with construction activities in accordance with the terms and conditions described therein.

Applicability: The proposed permit will directly impact activities within the listed EPA Regions in geographic locations where a state program is not authorized.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021220c.html
12/23/2002 p 78203 Minor Clarification of National Primary Drinking Water Regulation for Arsenic

Action:  Proposed rule

Summary: This is a clarification, not a substantive change.  This amends the text of the arsenic MCL to indicate 0.010 mg/L rather than  0.01 mg/L.  Without this change, some questioned whether a measurement of  0.014 mg/L could be rounded to 0.01 and considered to be in compliance with the standard.

Applicability:  This applies to community and non-transient non-community water public water systems.

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021223c.html 

12/26/2002 p 78718 Regulatory Innovations: Pilot-Specific Rule for Electronic Materials in the EPA Region III Mid-Atlantic States; Hazardous Waste Management System; Modification of the Hazardous Waste Program; Cathode Ray Tubes

Action: Direct final rule [Note: This rule was subsequently withdrawn on 2/25/2003]
Summary: Many used cathode ray tubes (CRTs) are subject to the hazardous waste regulations unless they come from a household or a conditionally exempt small quantity generator. In this direct final rule, EPA excludes used CRTs and glass removed from CRTs from the definition of ``solid waste'' in the EPA Region III Mid-Atlantic States. This will support an ongoing e-Cycling Pilot Project of EPA Region III's Mid-Atlantic States, which is promoting reuse and recycling of electronics and will provide information that can be used to support finalization of a nationwide exclusion which was proposed in the June 12, 2002 Federal Register. EPA expects to withdraw the regional rule if and when a final national rule becomes effective.

Applicability: This applies in the State of Delaware, Maryland, and West Virginia, the Commonwealths of Pennsylvania and Virginia, and the District of Columbia.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021226c.html 

12/27/2002 p 79020 Withdrawal of Revisions to the Water Quality Planning and Management Regulations to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Program in Support of Revisions to the Water Quality Planning and Management Regulation

Action: Notice of proposed rulemaking

Summary: EPA proposes to withdraw the final rule entitled ‘‘Revisions to the Water Quality Planning and Management Regulation and Revisions to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Program in Support of Revisions to the Water Quality Planning and Management Regulation (‘‘the July 2000 rule’’) published in the Federal Register on July 13, 2000. The July 2000 rule amended and clarified existing regulations implementing a section of the Clean Water Act (CWA), which requires States to identify waters that are not meeting applicable water quality standards and to establish pollutant budgets, called Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs), to restore the quality of those waters. The July 2000 rule also amended EPA’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (‘‘NPDES’’) regulations to include provisions addressing implementation of TMDLs through NPDES permits. The July 2000 rule has never become effective; it is currently scheduled to take effect on April 30, 2003.

Applicability: Personnel involved in watershed management projects impacted by pending State TMDL program work may be interesting in the proposed rule. The scope of the impacts to State programs and targeted waterbodies is at this point unclear.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021227c.html
12/30/2002 p 79828 Modification of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit Deadline for Storm Water Discharges for Oil and Gas Construction Activity That Disturbs One to Five Acres of Land

Action: Proposed Rule

Summary: EPA is proposing to postpone until March 10, 2005, the permit authorization deadline for National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) storm water permits for oil and gas construction activity that disturbs one to five acres of land. On December 8, 1999 (64 FR 68722), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published a final rule expanding the then-existing NPDES permitting program to require permit coverage by March 10, 2003 for, among other things, construction sites that disturb one to five acres. As part of that rulemaking, EPA assumed that few, if any, oil and gas exploration, production, processing, or treatment operations or transmission facilities would be affected by the rule. Since rule promulgation, information has become available indicating that close to 30,000 oil and gas sites per year may be affected by the December 8, 1999, storm water regulations. EPA is proposing a two-year postponement of the deadline from March 10, 2003, to March 10, 2005, in order to allow time for EPA to analyze and better evaluate the impact of the permit requirements on the oil and gas industry, the appropriate best management practices for preventing contamination of storm water runoff resulting from construction associated with oil and gas exploration, production, processing, or treatment operations or transmission facilities.

Applicability: This proposed rule is most applicable to civil works projects or other federal real property where active oil and gas exploration is occurring. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a021230c.html
12/31/2002 p 80186  Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) and Nonattainment New Source Review (NSR)

Action:  Final Rule and Proposed Rule

Summary:  EPA is revising regulations pertaining to Clean Air Act permits-to-construct under the New Source Review program.  The revisions include changes in NSR applicability requirements for modification.  The revisions allow for more flexibility in response to changes in markets and missions.  

Applicability:  The new regulation will impact DoD Installations and Civil Works projects and facilities that intend on constructing or modifying air emission sources that exceed thresholds for NSR/PSD.

Reference:  http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/14mar20010800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2002/pdf/02-31899.pdf 

1/2/2003 p 107 Federal Agency Hazardous Waste Compliance Docket

Action: Notice of sixteenth update of the Federal Agency Hazardous Waste Compliance Docket, pursuant to CERCLA section 120(c).

Summary:  This adds and deletes sites from the Federal Facilities docket as well as making corrections of existing information.   Newly added facilities are required to conduct a preliminary assessment within a reasonable timeframe.

Applicability: No Army facilities are added to the docket, but one Army site is deleted and several Army/USACE existing entries are updated. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030102c.html 
1/22/2003 p 2988 Acquisition Regulation: Background Checks for Environmental 

Protection Agency Contractors Performing Services On-Site

Action: Proposed rule

Summary: In the interest of National Security, EPA proposes to amend the EPA Acquisition Regulation to add a clause requiring contractors (and subcontractors) to perform background checks and make suitability determinations for contractor (and subcontractor) employees performing services on or within Federally-owned or leased space and facilities, commercial space primarily occupied by Federal employees, and Superfund, Oil Pollution Act, and Stafford Act sites. This rule provides that whenever a contractor employee presents an unacceptable risk to the Government, the contractor shall immediately remove that employee from the site and replace them with a qualified substitute.    

Applicability: Federal employees may want to be aware of this proposal in the event there are any security concerns over EPA contract employees. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030122c.html 

1/24/2003 p Clarification to Interim Standards and Practices for All 

Appropriate Inquiry Under CERCLA and Notice of Future Rulemaking Action

Action: Direct final rule [Subsequently withdrawn on 3/25/2003]

Summary:  This rule addresses the interim standard set by Congress in the Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act for conducting ``all appropriate inquiry'' to establish that a landowner had no reason to know of contamination at a property under CERCLA liability provisions prior to purchasing the property. Property purchased on or after May 31, 1997, the requirements for conducting ``all appropriate inquiry,'' including the conduct of such activities to establish an innocent landowner defense under CERCLA, also will be satisfied through the use of ASTM Standard E1527-2000, entitled ``Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessment: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Process.

Applicability: This may be of interest to those involved in property transfers or potentially responsible party cases.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030124c.html 

1/29/2003 p 4481 Land Disposal Restrictions: Treatment Standards for Mercury-Bearing Hazardous Waste 

Action: Notice 

Summary:   This provides information regarding treatment studies of mercury containing waste. In addition to announcing availability of study reports, EPA also announces via this Federal Registers that changes to national land disposal restriction treatment standards for mercury are impractical at this time.

Applicability:  This relates to a May 28, 1999 Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and will be of interest to generators of mercury-containing waste. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030129c.html 

1/30/2003 p 4777 Notice of Availability of Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO) Web Site for 60-Day Comment Period

Action: Notice of extension of original comment period.

Summary:  This extends the comment period from January 21, 2003, to March 31, 2003 on ECHO.  ECHO is a database providing facility specific information on compliance status.  It can be viewed at http://www.epa.gov/echo.

Applicability: This database can be used as a resource for determining compliance status of RCRA treatment, storage, and disposal facilities. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030130c.html 

2/7/2003 p 6451 Proposed National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permits for Storm Water Discharges From Construction Activities

Action: Notice; extension of comment period.

Summary:  This intended extend the comment period for a proposed rule which was originally announced in the December 20, 2002 Federal Register, 67 FR 78116, regarding National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permits for Storm Water Discharges from Construction Activities.  However a typographical error listed both the original and extended deadline as February 13, 2003. [This was subsequently clarified via the 2/14/2003 Federal Register.]

Applicability: This applies to storm water discharged from construction areas.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030207c.html  

2/13/2003 p 7373 Recent Posting to the Applicability Determination Index (ADI) Database System of Agency Applicability Determinations, Alternate Monitoring Decisions, and Regulatory Interpretations Pertaining to Standards of Performance for New Stationary Sources, National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, and the Stratospheric Ozone Protection Program

Action:  Notice of Availability

Summary:  EPA regularly posts Clean Air Act requirement applicability determinations data base through the Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA) at http://www.epa.gov/compliance/assistance/applicability  This posting provides new applicability determinations.

Applicability:  This notice will be of interest to those who manage sources subject to New Source Performance Standards, NESHAPs or Ozone Protection Standards.

Reference:  http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/14mar20010800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2003/pdf/03-3585.pdf 

2/14/2003 p 7510 Petition HP 01-3 Requesting a Ban of Chromated Copper Arsenate (CCA)-Treated Wood in Playground Equipment

Action:  Notice of public meeting

Summary:  This announces a public meeting by the Consumer Product Safety Commission on March 17, 2003 regarding a petition under the Federal Hazardous Substance Act with respect to a request to ban the use of chromated copper arsenate treated wood in playground equipment because of recent research indicating it is more carcinogenic than previously recognized. 

Applicability: Those involved in development or review of plans for the construction of playground equipment around base housing areas should be aware of this issue.

Reference:    http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030214c.html
2/14/2003 p 7651 Proposed National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permits for Storm Water Discharges from Construction 

Action: Correction.

Summary:  This corrects the typographical error in the February 7, 2003 Federal Register regarding the extension of the comment period.  It clarifies the original deadline for submitting comment of February 3, 2003 was extended to February 13, 2003.

Applicability:  This applies to persons submitting comments on the December 20, 2002 proposal regarding NPDES permits for stormwater from construction activities.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030214c.html 

2/14/2003 p 7444 Prohibited Items in Air Transportation

Action: Interpretive rule.

Summary: This interpretive rule provides guidance to the public on the types of property Transportation Security Administration (TSA) considers to be weapons, explosives, and incendiaries prohibited in airport sterile areas and in the cabins of aircraft under the TSA 

regulations. This interpretation also provides guidance on the types of items permitted in sterile areas, the cabins of passenger aircraft, and in passengers' checked baggage.

Applicability:  This summary is provided because of frequent air travel by USACE personnel and because it relates to transportation of hazardous materials. 

Reference: Full text can be accessed via http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030214c.html under the heading Transportation Security Administration. 

2/24/2003 p Regulatory Innovations: Pilot-Specific Rule for Electronic Materials in EPA Region III Mid-Atlantic States; Hazardous Waste Management System; Modification of the Hazardous Waste Program; Cathode Ray Tubes (CRT) 

Action: Withdrawal of direct final rule.

Summary:  EPA withdraws the Region III CRT direct final rule of December 26, 2002 date (67 FR 78718) which would have excluded used CRTs and glass removed from CRTs from the definition of ``solid waste'' in the EPA Region III Mid-Atlantic States.

Applicability:  This applies to waste cathode ray tubes (TV screens and computer monitors.)

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030224c.html 

2/25/2003 p 8757 Final Guidance on Completion of Corrective Action Activities at RCRA Facilities

Action: Notice.

Summary: This provides notice of the newly issued document entitled “Guidance on Completion of Corrective Action Activities at RCRA Facilities.” 

Applicability:  This applies to facilities undergoing RCRA corrective action.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030225c.html 

2/28/2003 p 9613 Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on the Clean Water Act 

Regulatory Definition of ``Waters of the United States''

Action: Advance notice of proposed rulemaking; extension of comment period.

Summary: This extends the comment period which was jointly announced by the Army and the EPA via the January 15, 2003 Federal Register regarding the regulatory definition of “Waters of the United States”.  The Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking comment period is extended from March 3 to April 16, 2003. 

Applicability:  This relates to jurisdiction under the Clean Water Act.     

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030228c.html#Engineers%20Corps 

2/28/2003 p 9735 Hazardous Materials: Formal Interpretation of Regulations

Action: Formal interpretation of regulations.

Summary: The Research and Special Programs Administration issued a formal interpretation identifying the point at which (1) An airline passenger “offers'' hazardous materials in carry-on baggage (including items on his/her person) or checked baggage for transportation under Federal hazardous materials transportation law and the HMR, and (2) when an air carrier accepts carry-on baggage (including items on a passenger's person) or checked baggage for transportation under the Federal hazardous materials transportation law and the HMR.

Applicability:  This applies to hazardous material, including personal care items, offered on passenger aircraft.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030228c.html#Engineers%20Corps 

3/18/2002 p 12904 2003 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act National Meeting

Action: Notice

Summary:  This provides notice of the 2003 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) National Meeting, ``RCRA Putting Resource Conservation into RCRA.'' The meeting will be held August 12-15, 2003 at the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill at 400 New Jersey Avenue, NW., Washington, DC. Registration and Meeting details are available on the Internet at: http://www.epa.gov/osw/meeting.


Applicability:  This may be of interest to RCRA Program Managers.

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030318c.html 

3/20/2003 p 13633 Notice of deletion of a portion of the former Nansemond Ordnance Depot Site from the National Priorities List.

Action: Notice

Summary: This deletions the Impregnation Kit Area (also known as the ``Impregnite Kit'' or ``XXCC3'' area of the former Nansemond Ordnance Depot from the National Priorities List.

Applicability: This may be of interest because it is a formerly used defense site.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030320c.html
3/25/2003 p 14339 Clarification to Interim Standards and Practices for All Appropriate Inquiry Under CERCLA and Notice of Future Rulemaking Action

Action: Withdrawal of direct final rule.

Summary: This withdraws the direct final rule that was published in the Federal Register on January 24, 2003 (68 FR 3430).

Applicability: This may be of interest to those involved in property transfers or potentially responsible party cases.
Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030325c.html
3/25/2003 p 14501 Minor Clarification of National Primary Drinking Water Regulation for Arsenic

Action: Final rule

Summary:  EPA is revising the rule text to express the 10 ppb standard as 0.010 mg/L, in order to clarify the implementation of the original rule.

Applicability: This applies to community water systems and non-transient non-community water systems.  It may also be relevant to cleanup standards relating to ground water.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030325c.html 

3/25/2003 p 14509 Hazardous Materials: Security Requirements for Offerors and 

Transporters of Hazardous Materials

Action:  Final rule

Summary: This establishes new security training requirements and requirements for certain shippers and carriers to have security plans for hazardous materials. 

Applicability:  All hazmat employees are impacted. 

Reference:    http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030325c.html 

4/8/2003 p 17233 Revision of Wastewater Treatment Exemptions for Hazardous Waste Mixtures (``Headworks Exemptions'')

Action: Proposed rule

Summary:  This expands the “de minimis” exemption from the mixture rule in 40 CFR 261.3 to include all listed waste from both manufacturing and non-manufacturing facilities.  It also proposes to add benzene and 2-ethoxyethanol to the list of solvents in wastewater that can be managed under an exemption from the mixture rule and proposes to allow direct monitoring of contaminants in wastewater for determining compliance with conditions of the exemption. 

Applicability:   This applies to wastewater mixed with listed waste.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030408c.html 

4/9/2003 p 17379 Standards for the Use or Disposal of Sewage Sludge; Agency Response to the National Research Council Report on Biosolids Applied to Land and the Results of EPA’s Review of Existing Sewage Sludge Regulations

Action: Notice, with request for comment

Summary: As required by the CWA (405(d)), EPA conducted a review of the Biosolids regulations (40 CFR 503).  EPA also requested a review of the program by the National Research Council (NRC).  EPA outlines response to comments generated by the NRC and discusses their internal program review. EPA has no immediate plans to add additional constituents to the 40 CFR 503 regulations. Comments are requested by 7/8/2003.

Applicability: Federal facilities that land apply biosolids may be directly impacted by any additional rule making based on this notice.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030409c.html
4/17/2003 p 18890 Oil Pollution Prevention and Response: Non-Transportation-Related Onshore and Offshore Facilities

Action: Final Rule

Summary: EPA is extending by eighteen months the compliance dates for a facility to amend its Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) plan.  This will allow facilities to update (or prepare) their plans in accordance with the July 17, 2002 SPCC amendments.  A facility that was in operation prior to August 16, 2002 must maintain its plan but must amend it before August 17, 2004 at the latest, and implement the plan as soon as possible but no later than February 18, 2005.

Applicability: Federal facilities that meet the definition of onshore or offshore facilities will have the 18 month extension to amend their SPCC plan.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030417c.html
4/22/2003 p 19813 CERCLA or Superfund, Section 311(c); Request for Applications – Grants

Action: Notice

Summary:  EPA is accepting proposals from non-profit organizations and educational institutions for grants to support research on improving non-Federal stakeholder involvement in Federal facility cleanups.  Applications are due by June 23, 2003.

Applicability:  This may be of general interest to those involved in cleanup of Federal facilities.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030422c.html
4/30/2003 p 23077 National Priorities List for Uncontrolled Hazardous Waste Sites

Action: Final rule

Summary: This updates the list of sites on the NPL. 

Applicability: Though no Federal Facilities were added, this may be of interest to Omaha District employees because a large portion of Omaha is now officially on the National Priorities List. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030430c.htm 

5/1/2003 p 23290 Availability of the Feasibility Study and Proposed Plan for the 

St. Louis North County Site for Public Review and Comment

Action: Notice of availability

Summary:  With this notice the St Louis District announces availability of and solicits comments from the public on the FUSRAP St Louis Airport Site, Hazelwood Interim Storage Site, Latty Avenue Site and vicinity properties.

Applicability:  This is of interest to those involved in FUSRAP

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030501c.html 

5/1/2003 p 23308 Notice of Final Issuance of a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for Storm Water Discharges From Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems in the States of Massachusetts and New Hampshire and Indian Lands in the States of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island and Federal Facilities in Vermont

Action: Notice of Final Issuance of NPDES General Permits MAR040000; NHR040000; MAR04000I; CTR04000I, RIR04000I and VTR04000F.

Summary: EPA Region 1 has issued final NPDES permits to address small MS4 permitting requirements. Permitees are required to submit a notice of intent (NOI) to discharge. The effective date of the  5 year permit is 5/1/2003. NOI’s must be submitted no later than 7/30/2003

Applicability: Federal Facilities in the listed Region 1 States may be subject to small MS4 coverage.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030501c.html
5/9/2003 p 24888 Clarification to Interim Standards and Practices for All Appropriate Inquiry Under CERCLA

Action: Final rule

Summary: This provides a clarification to CERCLA amendments regarding the 

Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act.  For the purpose of demonstrating the innocent landowner defense for property purchased after May 31, 1997, use of ASTM Standard E1527-00, entitled ``Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessment: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.'' is acceptable.  Also, recipients of brownfields site assessment grants will be in compliance with the "all appropriate inquiry" requirements if they comply with either the ASTM Standard E1527-97, or the ASTM E1527-00 Standard.

Applicability: This may be of general interest to persons involved with Real Estate transactions of potentially contaminated property.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030509c.html  

5/27/2003 p 30942 EPA's Semiannual Regulatory Agenda

Action: Notice

Summary: Twice a year EPA published their regulatory agenda to inform the public on activities such as regulations under development, reviews of existing regulations, and recently completed or cancelled regulatory actions. 

Applicability:   This will be of interest to environmental engineers and compliance coordinators responsible for maintaining up to date knowledge of environmental regulations and policies.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030527c.html 

5/27/2003 p 28774 National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants:  Engine Test Cells/Stands

Action:  Final rule. 

Summary:  This action promulgates national emission standards for hazardous air pollutants (NESHAP) for engine test cells/stands located at major sources of hazardous air pollutants (HAP) emissions such as toluene, benzene, mixed xylenes, and 1,3-butadiene.  This subpart establishes requirements to demonstrate initial and continuous compliance with the emission limitations.  

Applicability:  Owners or operators of engine test cell/stand that is located at major sources of hazardous air pollutants emission.  It is not expected to impact any existing facilities, however new facilities will be required to install control devices to comply with the final rule.  The military is expected to construct 12 such facilities within the next 5 years.   

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030527c.html
5/30/2003 p 32409 Transportation of Hazardous Materials; Unloading of Intermodal (IM) and UN Portable Tanks on Transport Vehicles

Action: Final rule.

Summary: The final rule permits, until September 30, 2004, the unloading without removal from a transport vehicle, of IM and UN portable tanks transporting certain liquid hazardous materials, when those tanks are not equipped with thermal means of remote activation of the internal self-closing stop-valves fitted on the bottom discharge outlets.  

Applicability:   This provides manufactures, lessors and users of the affected portable tanks a total of six years from the October 1, 1998 to re-equip the tanks.  

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030530c.html
5/30/2003 p 32585 National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Source Categories: General Provisions; and Requirements for Control Technology Determinations for Major Sources in Accordance with Clean Air Act Sections, Sections 112(g) and 112(j)

Action: Final rule; amendments.

Summary: The final rule amendments establish a May 15, 2003 submission date for section 112(j) Part 2 applications for affected sources in those categories for which MACT standards were scheduled to be promulgated by May 15, 2002.  The remaining section 112(j) Part 2 applications for all remaining categories must be submitted by 60 days after the scheduled promulgation date for the source category in question.  

Applicability:   

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030530c.html
5/30/2003 p32605 List of Hazardous Air Pollutants, Petition Process, Lesser Quantity Designations, Source Category List

Action: Proposed Rule.

Summary: EPA is proposing to remove the compound methyl ethyl ketone (MEK) (2-butanone) from the hazardous air pollutant (HAP) list.  The amendment would de-list MEK from the list of hazardous air pollutants contained in section 112(b)(1) of the Clean Air Act.  Written comments must be received by August 28, 2003. 

Applicability:   This will be of interest to environmental engineers and compliance coordinators responsible for Clean Air Act regulations and policies.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030530c.html 

6/3/2003 p 33121 Announcement of a Public Stakeholder Meeting on Management of Hazardous Waste in Research and/or Academic Laboratories

Action: Notice of a public stakeholder meeting.

Summary: There will be a public meeting on June 18, 2003 from noon to 5 pm in Washington DC to discuss issues associated with hazardous waste management in research and/or academic laboratories. 

Applicability:  This provides an opportunity to comment regarding wastes generated by laboratories.  Written comments are being accepted by EPA through July 18.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030603c.html 

6/6/2003 p 33946 Public Involvement Policy

Action:  Notice of New Public Involvement Policy.

Summary: This notice presents EPA's new Public Involvement Policy. The Policy contains seven basic steps for effective public involvement to be considered when making major decisions on rules, policies and program implementation activities. These steps are: (1) Plan and budget for public involvement activities; (2) Identify the interested and affected public;  (3) Consider providing technical or financial assistance to the public to facilitate involvement; (4) Provide information and outreach to the public; (5) Conduct public consultation and involvement activities;

(6) Review and use input, and provide feedback to the public; and  (7) Evaluate public involvement activities.

Applicability:  The Policy is directed at EPA staff, but may be of general interest to stakeholders. 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030606c.html

6/11/2003 p 34880 Hazardous Materials: Changes to the Hazard Communication Requirements, Including Revision of Design of Labels and Placards for Materials Poisonous by Inhalation (PIH)

Action:  Notice of proposed rulemaking.

Summary:  This proposes several miscellaneous changes to the hazard communication requirements of the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR), including revisions of the specifications for labels and placards for PIH materials; clarification regarding the requirement for emergency response telephones to immediately access knowledgeable a person; requirements to designate "select agent" on shipping papers to indicate presence of infectious materials subject to security requirements; and provisions to allow markings and placards, if any, to remain on a returning rail car that contains a residue of a Class 9 hazardous substance even if it no longer contains a reportable quantity, is not a hazardous waste, nor a marine pollutant. Comments are due by August 11, 2003. 

Applicability:  If finalized, the requirements of this rule will apply to transportation of hazardous material.  

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030611c.html
6/18/2003 p 36487 Criteria for Classification of Solid Waste Disposal Facilities and Practices and Criteria for Municipal Solid Waste Landfills: Disposal of Residential Lead-Based Paint Waste

Action: Final rule.

Summary: This allows residential lead-based paint waste, which by definition applies to renovation type projects not demolition, to be managed in construction and demolition landfills or municipal solid waste landfills as "household waste" rather than hazardous waste.

Applicability:  This does not become effective in states unless formally adopted.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030618c.html
6/24/2003 p 37689 Executive Order 13308--Further Amendment to Executive Order 12580, as Amended, Superfund Implementation

Action: Executive order

Summary:  This publishes an executive order signed on June 20th regarding delegation of Superfund authorities.

Applicability:  This may be of general interest to those involved in CERCLA actions.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030624c.html 

7/1/2003 p 39087 Final National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General Permit for Storm Water Discharges From Construction Activities

Action: Notice of final issuance.

Summary:  EPA Regions 1 –3, and 5 – 10 have finalized the Construction General Permit (CGP)and have reissued the permit effective July 1, 2003. In addition to renewing the CGP for large construction sites (> 5 acres), the listed EPA Regions have added coverage for small construction activities (> 1 < 5 acres) in accordance with the Phase II provisions of the CWA. This permit is applicable in geographic locations where State authorization is not in place. EPA listed 15 significant changes from the 1998 CGP in the federal register notification. The actual permit and associated fact sheet can be found at http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/cgp.cfm 

Applicability: The re-issuance of the CGP for large construction activities and the addition of permit coverage for small construction activities is directly applicable to Civil Works, MILCON and HTRW mission elements. District staff involved in design and construction work in geographic areas covered by this permit should review the new permit in detail.

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030701c.html
7/3/2003 p 39882 Civil Monetary Penalty Inflation Adjustment Rule

Action: Proposed rule.

Summary: EPA is required to review its penalties at least once every four years and to adjust them as necessary for inflation.  This proposes civil monetary penalty inflation adjustments. For example, RCRA penalties are proposed to be raised to $32, 500.  Written comments should be submitted by August 4, 2003.

Applicability:  This applies to violations of various environmental requirements.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030703c.html
7/11/2002 p 41353 Federal Agency Hazardous Waste Compliance Docket

Action: Notice. 

Summary: This updates the Federal Facilities docket as required by CERCLA.  A preliminary assessment must be conducted at facilities added to the docket.  The docket also lists "NFRAP" status.  NFRAP is a term used in the Superfund site assessment program to identify facilities for which EPA has found that currently available information indicates that listing on the NPL is not likely and further assessment is not appropriate at the time.

Applicability: The following USACE properties are included in this update: the Cedar Rapids National Guard Target Range (added); the Forbes Survival Training Annex (added); the Millwood Reservoir (deleted); the Millwood Resident Office (deleted); the Saylorville Reservoir And Recreation Area (deleted); Garrison Dam & Lake Sakakawea (NFRAP); Oahe Dam (NFRAP); and Lake Lavon (NFRAP undetermined). 

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030711c.html 

7/18/2003 p 42898 Announcement of Regulatory Determinations for Priority Contaminants on the Drinking Water Contaminant Candidate List (CCL)

Action: Notice.

Summary: Regulatory determinations are announced for manganese, sodium, sulfate, aldrin, dieldrin, metribuzin, hexachlorobutadiene, naphthalene, and Acanthamoeba.  These were evaluated as priority contaminants on the drinking water contaminant candidate list.  EPA has determined development of National Primary Drinking Water Standards for these contaminants is not necessary at this time.  EPA received several comments beyond the scope of these contaminants, including comments regarding perchlorate.  In response, EPA generally states that data is still being collected such that a regulatory determination for perchlorate has not yet been made. 

Applicability:  This determination applies to water containing manganese, sodium, sulfate, aldrin, dieldrin, metribuzin, hexachlorobutadiene, naphthalene, and Acanthamoeba. 

Reference:  
" 

http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030718c.html



7/18/2003 p 42908 National Primary Drinking Water Regulations; Announcement of Completion of EPA's Review of Existing Drinking Water Standards

Action: Notice

Summary: The Safe Drinking Water Act requires EPA to periodically review 

existing National Primary Drinking Water Regulations.  EPA has 

completed its review. This notice describes the comments and other information received as well as EPA's current revise/not revise decisions for the 69 NPDWRs evaluated.

Applicability:  Regulations developed under the Safe Drinking Water Act apply to public water systems.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030718c.html
7/18/2003  p 42884  Protection of Stratospheric Ozone:  Phaseout of Chlorobromomethane Production and Consumption

Action:  Final Rule

Summary:  EPA is adding chlorobromomethane (CBM) to its list of Class I ozone depleting substances under a new Group VIII category established for CBM.  An ozone depleting potential of 0.12 has been assigned to CBM.  CBM production and consumption is phased out as of publication of this final rule.

Applicability:  This ruling will be of special interest to those use CBM as the ability to acquire the substance will become limited.

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030718c.html 
7/21/2003 p 43272 Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for the Analysis of Pollutants; Analytical Methods for Biological Pollutants in Ambient Water

Action: Final rule.

Summary:  By today's action, EPA approves test methods for the analysis 

of Escherichia coli (E. coli), enterococci, Cryptosporidium and Giardia 

in fresh ambient water matrices. In addition, EPA approves test methods 

for the analysis of enterococci in marine ambient water matrices.

Applicability: This relates to environmental sampling of water quality.

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030721c.html
7/24/2003 p 43786 Protection of Stratospheric Ozone:  Supplemental Rule Regarding a Recycling Standard Under Section 608of the Clean Air Act

Action:  Final rule.

Summary:  EPA is amending the refrigerant recycling regulations in 40 CFR Part 82.  The amendments affect recordkeeping requirements for technician certification programs, refrigerant sales restrictions, adopts the updated versions of ARI Standard 700 and 740, clarifies the distinction between major and minor service, maintenance and repair of appliances and also amends definitions and establishes procedures for revocation and/or suspension of approval for technician and equipment certifications.

Applicability:  This rule will be of particular interest to 40 CFR 82 certified technicians and facilities that use recycling/reclaiming equipment or own air conditioning or refrigeration equipment.

Reference:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030724c.html 

7/30/2003 p 44659 Hazardous Waste Management System; Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste; Recycled Used Oil Management Standards

Action: Final rule.

Summary: This rule clarifies that used oil containing between 2 and 50 ppm PCBs is technically classified as "on-specification" used oil, even though TSCA standards impose requirements to manage the oil similarly to off-specification used oil. This rule also clarifies that mixtures of used oil and conditionally exempt small quantity generator waste are subject to used oil management requirements regardless of whether oil is recycled via burning or some other manner.  Finally, it clarifies tracking requirements for marketers of on-specification used oil. Marketer must track initial shipments of on-specification used oil, but need not track all sequential shipments to the burner. 
Applicability: This applies to generators of used oil containing PCBs, to conditionally exempt small quantity generators who mix their waste with used oil, and to marketers of on-specification used oil.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030730c.html
7/31/2003 p 44991 Harmonization With the United Nations Recommendations, International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code, and International Civil Aviation 

Organization's Technical Instructions

Action: Final rule.
Summary:   Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR) are amended to maintain alignment with international standards.  This provides extensive changes including but are not limited to revision of the Hazardous Materials Table (HMT), Marine Pollutant list, limited quantity marking requirements, packaging requirements, and special provisions.  It also includes changes to information requirements for shipping papers.

Applicability:  This applies to shippers of hazardous material.

Reference: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a030731c.html
